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Fo all within my Dioceſs , eſpecially thoſe of the 
Gty of Henn FORD. 


.-- -Dearly Beloved jm the Lord, 
\IS now a yearand half ſince inmy 
| Cathedral told you my ſad ap- 
prehenfions of Popiſh Deſigns,to 
deſtroy both Us and - our Religion; for 
Rk no particular diſcovery could then 
be made, yet the diſcourſe and actings of ſe- 
veral Papiſts 1n thele parts did plainly ſhew 


they were then preparing that which 1snow 
diſcovered : tor they were then providing 


' Horſeand Arms,they poſted about day and 


night, they threatned many that they muſt 
erelong turn or burn, and ſome told their 
Friends, that if it came to cutting of throats 
they ſhould be ſaved; which.made it evi- 
dent that not onely they had ſome bloudy 
Defign, but thought themſelves allo ſure to 
eftect it. Whereupon I beſought you to 
arm your ſelves for the Day of Irial, and 
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ROY The Epiſtle. 
preached a Sermon tothat effect : and after- 
wards the better to ſtrengthen you againſt 
the incurſion of Popiſh Superſtitious. 
Doetrines, I preached ſeveral Sermonshow 
youwere to ſtick cloſe to'the ' Scriptures; 
Gods Holy Word , which was our.only 
Rule: of Faith, and' not knowing: what 
kind:of Paſtor you might have atter- my 
death, whether a Proteſtant Paſtor not well 
verſed in ſuch matters, or a Popiſh Paſtor 
wholly-devoted tothem ; I refolved-at'my 
deceaſe to leave you theſe Sermons asa Le- 
gacy :for my great age of ſeyenty five years 
paſt aſſuring me; according to 2 Pet.1.14, 
15: That (hortly I muſt- put off this. my T aber- 
nacle, I will endeavour that' you may be 
able after my deceaſe to have theſe things 
always In remembrance. But now l 
have anew: and farther reaſon tohaſten this 
my Legacy to you, becauſe I hear my blou- 
dy-Enemues the Jeſuitical Prieſts are reſol- 
ved as ſoon asthey can find oppo: tunity,to 


haſten; 
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haſten m .death. This hath made me 
ſpeed thele Sermons to the Preſs, leſt I and 
they fall intotheir hands who will give the 


ſane ſpeedy end:ito both. And the truth of 


what I now deliver to you, I traſt, by 


Gods aſſiſting Grace,to ſeal with my bloud, - 


ifhe call metoit; for then I know hewill 
enable me for it. And thoughlam a weak 
carnal Worm, of my ſelfnot able to doany 
thing, yetby Gods powerful Gracel may, 
and I hope I ſhall be enabled to do all 
things : for he hath ſaid, I will never leave 
thee nor forſake thee. And therefore I moſt 
humbly and moſt readily commit the kee- 
ping of my Soul to him in well-doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator: His will be done. 


Amen. 
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Hite hong fe 6 many Boakeof 0% FORTE: I 

the Papiſts, beth-learned)and' unltarxed, : dready 
printed, this may ſeem both uſeleſs and Vail, Met: ho it {i 
Prehe otherwiſe;becauſe,I humbly conceive,you may find fome 
vj eful things here-not uttered before and if but one,yet couſe- 
rmg i hes great concern of. the Yrs in band,our right faith 


and our faſoyion thereon depending ,no conſcientious man will: 


repent the fpinding five or ſtx hops time (in that ſhort 
ths whole - fora in the purſuit of it: and 1 ri 
wiſh more hours were not Jpent-i in things as uſeleſs ſometimes 
even by = and learned men. But put the caſe there be not 
one good thing hing berg, oY what hath formerly been better ſat 
forth, yet this little Book may be ufeful': Experience ſhews 
141 to be ſo affeted with navelty, as ſoon to grow weary of 
the beſt things, and for variety take up worſe : aud ſo thu 
meaner Di Courſe may have better effe& by being new. ." Ard. 
if 1 may any way contribute to the eſtabliſhing my Diaceſi 
and otheys in the true primitive Catholick Religion, 1 ſhall 
not repent my labour, ny 4 you do yours. 


Conſidering with my ſelf that the greater part of men are. 


ilitergtegand can reap but little benefit by learned Treatiſes 
and of the more literate, ſome not ſo zealous in Religion 6. 
willingly to dmycÞtime in the ſearch of truth, Treſolved 

ain an#$onnperdions way 45 might ſatisfi and ſet- 
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The Preis. , 
many (or ſcarce any) quotations out of ſeveral Authors, which 
Dade je if I ſay) can be uſeful but to very few men. For 
ſmall ſcantlings as are there ſet down can give little or no 
_ of the ſence of the Author. We ſee that Chriſtian 
Writers taking here and there pieces of beathen Virgil make 
bim ſpeak Chriſtianity : ſo taking ſmall ww; of any Or- 
thodox Father, you may make him ſpeak Popery. Wherefore 
ſuch (hort quotations can ſerve only as Indexes to guide men 
to the Tratts from whence they are taken * and before you 
can have the clear meaning of the Author, you muſt obſerve 
the main buſineſs in hand, and tWYe ſcope be drives at ; you 
muſt alſo know his uſual way of expreſſion, whether allego- 
rical or plain literal, rhetorical or conciſe, with ſeveral n. 5 
circumftances ; and it will be often neceſſary to compare one 
place with another of the ſame Author : all which not one man 
of a thouſand hath ability, leifure and will to perform, and 
be that hath and doth ſo, yet after all bis labour, he hath but 
human - afſurance in a matter of his ſalvation, which is no 
better than a bank of ſand to build his eternal ill or welfare 
on ; which ſure no wiſe man will do, but only on that Rock 
Chriſt Jelus and his Holy Goſpel : hold faſt to that, and 
be ſure to obſerve our Saviours way of encountring the Devil 
and his deluding miniſters with a Scriptum eſt, thus and 
thus it is written, you will be ſure to drive them away and 
overcome them. But if you once quit the Word of God, and 
bearken to the doftrines of men, your unſtable beart, like a 
wave of the ſea, will be toſſed to and fro with diverſity of do- 
UGrines : For you will find ont Father fay this, another that, 
Kathe ſame Father ſay diverſly in divers places. S. Auſtin 
7 Ku B wrote 
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"IEP wrote a whole Trath of Recantations, with great piety and | 


ingenuity, acknowledging bis former Errors , had he died be. 
fore he wrote thoſe Recantations, then all thoſe Errors, by the 
rule of the Papiſts bad paſt with great Authority for Truths, 
T heartily wiſh the other great Defbors of the Church had 
ſeriouſly reviewed in their riper Age what they wrote in their 
Vouth, as S.Auſtin did : doubtleſs ſome of them would have 
- found things to recant as well as be. Whoever hath a mind to 
ſee more 7 this, let him read Daillee of the true Uſe of the 
Fathers: but by this and the following diſcourſes you will find 
the deftrine of man is no [ure ground to build your Faith and 
Salvation on, but only on the Word of God. Moreover, were 
the Doftrines of the Fathers of far more Authority,yet among 
their Writings there are many ſpurious Books feiſted in by idle 
Monks, Who were the common tranſcribers of the Fathers 
Works before Printing. Bellarmine the great Champion 
of the Papiſts doth acknowledge this, and hath written a 
Book to diſtinguiſh the true from the falſe, yet bath reſerved 
fome in hus Catalogue for true (making for their Doftrines) 
as ſpurious as thoſe be hath caſt out. 

Tou ſee then "tis very difficult to know which are the gens- 
ane Books of the Fathers, and when you know that, *tis as 
difficult to know what is the clear ſence of their Writings,and 
thirdly, to know which are their Orthodox Opinions, which 
their Errors,( for there is no learned Papiſt but will acknow- 
ledge they bad Errors) and after all this we have no warrant 
zo build our Faith and Salvation on. their DoGrine. Where- 

e to ſave all men this great labour both needleſs and fruit- 
leſs, Lreſolved on this ſhort, eaſve, plain way to prove, That 
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The Preface. 
int the Scripture alone without any other Book in the world, 
we have clear, full, and compleat inſtrufion for matters of 
belief and praftice, in ſumm, all things neceſſary for our ſal- 
pation in Scripture, and that there is no need to conſult any 
other Book-but the Bible alone for all. And Secondly, Ido 
bere further prove, that it is both dangerous and impions to 
affirm the Scriptures are not compleat in themſelves for our 
Salvation. And Thirdly, that *tis both irreligious and ido- 
latrows to bekeve in any man, or aſſembly of men in matters 
of Salvation : which ſaves all men the labour of looking far- 
ther than the Bible for it. | 

And becauſe the Papiſts pretend Scripture (which we 
acknowledge to be our Rule of Faith) for ſome of their Opi- 
nions differing from us, I have here (T hope fully) Explained 
and Anſwered thoſe Scriptures, eſpecially what they pretend 
for Tranſubſtantiation and Corporal Preſence of our Saviour 
Chriſt in the Lords Supper : which T ſhall add at the end in 
« ſhort Tra by it ſelf, becauſe it is not at all contained in 
that Text whereon my three Sermons depend. 

And thus Thope this little Book (if not confuted) ſubſer- 
vient to Scripture, may without any other, ſatisfie and ſettle 
any one in all the Controverſies we bave with the Papiſts : 
Firſt, by having proved we are not to believe any thing with 
divine Faith, but what is plainly contamedin Scripture : Se- 
condly, by having Anſwered what they pretend from Scrip- 
ture : Thirdly, becauſe for all other differences with us they 
have no Scripture. Now if any Papiſt can confute me in any 
one of theſe material principal things, T ſhall beartily thank 
him, and promiſe in the word of a Chriſtian, T ſhall readily 
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The Preface. 

acknowledge my Error, and embrace his Truth : But if he 
only cavil,” or ſcurrilouſly ſcoff at trivial "ling (4s ſome 
to their own ſhame and reproach have formerly done) 1 ſhall 
thank them alſo for this, for thereby they prove their own 
Errors and confirm my Truths. 

I have this one thing more only to trouble the Reader with : 
The firſt of my three Sermons on that Text Search the 
Scriptures, was Preacht in wn”, 1677, and in 
June 1678. comes out a little Book to the ſame intent of 
that Sermon expreſſing ſeveral things in it, and in the very 
ſame manner, by what means I know not, but this I and many 
others know, that my Sermon was preached almoſt a year 
before that Book came forth, and therefore I could not have 
them from that Author, called, "The ſame Author that 
wrote the whole Duty of Man, who it ſeems muſt coun- 
tenance Books to the worlds end. However, I thought it fit 
to Print that Sermon with the other two, firft becauſe it con- 
tains ſeveral things not in that Book, and ſecondly, the other 
two would be very defettive without it. 

And now, good Reader, 1 beg your favourable Cenſure if 
you find any ſmall Miſtakes or Errors : for you know, and 1 
confeſs, being a man I may err, humanum eſt errare, ſed 

In errore perſeverare belluinum eſt, therefore I abhor 
it. I conclude all with my Prayers for you, and be 
Prayers for me, that God in his great mercy by the light of 
bis boly Word and holy Spirit would guide us all into all ſa- 
ving truth. And to bis Divine Majeſty, from whom cometh 
every good and perfeFt gift, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
Honour and Glory for ever andever. - Amen. 
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SERMON 


On Joun v. Per. 39. 


Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal 
Life-. | 


'HEN [laſt appeared here, my buſineſs was 
to arm you with Chriſtian Courage and 
firm reſolution to fight manfully the good 


fight of Faith, with full aſſurance of a glo- 
rious reward from the fure hand of our moſt gracious God, 
who never fails to reward thoſe that ſeek and ſerve him. And 
thisour fight muſt be, not with the arm of fleſh and ſword of 
ſteel, which is often ſubdued and broken by a ſtronger, but 
with the power of the Word and Sword of the Spirit, which 
no power upon earth or under the earth can ſubdue,becauſe 
| hethatis with us is ſtronger than all that are againſt us. Now 
for the preſent, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you what we are 
to fight for. And this we learn from the Apoſtle S.Jude, who 
commands us to contend for the faith once deliver d to the Saints, 
once for all ; the faith which was delivered by our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles,once to remain to all future Generations for 
the Salvation of all Mankind. Which Faith is contained in 
the Holy Scriptures, and written there for our Learning, as 
the Scripture it ſelf tells us. Search therefore the Scriptures 
for it, jor in them ye have Eternal Life. | 
In theſe words we bave two things ſet forth unto us, Firſt, 
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A Command ; Secondly, The Reaſon of the Command, 
The Command, to Search the Scriptures ;, then the Reaſon of 
this Command, for in the Scriptures we have Eternal Life. 

"Both theſe things are ſo plain in themſelves, that they need 
no explication. Bur the perverſe wits of evil men, who can 
find nodum in ſcirpo, have invented ſome difficulties in them 
to excuſe their pernicious pradtices clean contrary to them, 
The Governours of the Rowiſb Church guilty of ſuch pra- 
Qices,haveinvented theſe difficulties. For they having many 
things in their Church Devotions quite contrary to Scrip- 
ture, (as I ſhall ſhew you, e're this buſineſs be ended) find it 
neceſſary to ſhut up the Scripture from the Laity, who would 
not ſo blindly be {duced into them, had they the light of 
Holy Scripture todifcover the groſsneſs of them. And there- 
fore, Firſt, They will have it, that this command of our $a- 
viour to Search the Scriptures belongs only to the Clergy,and 
they are to teach the people out of them. Secondly, as to the 
reaſan of the Command, That i» them we have Eternal Life, 
the Rowiſts add, that you mult take along with you the 
explication of the Church, and ſuch other additions as the 
Church ſhall propoſe 3 for the Church (ſay they) is guided 
by the ſame Holy Ghoſt as.did guide the Apoſtles and Evan- 
gcliſts to dictate and write the Scriptures, and therefore the 
Dodrines of the Church are equally to be held, and as ne- 
cellary to Eternal Life. 

But, Beloved, theſe are meer juggling miſts caſt before the 
eyes of men to lead them blindfold into their ſuperſtitious 
gainful praRtices. And, God willing, I ſhall prove unto you 
that both theſe their aſſertions are groundlefs and falſe. Firſt, 
I ſhalt prove that this command of our Saviour, Search the 
Scriptures, belongs to all that are capable to underſtand mat- 
ters of Salvation, whether Clergy or Laity, Men or Women, 
or even Children, and that 'tis not only Jawful but piousto 
ſcarch inta the Scriptures, Secondly, I ſhall prove that the 
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belief of the Scriptures alone is ſufficient to Eternal Life, 
without atny addition, and that we are not bound to believe 
any Dodrine the Church ſhall teach, but what is fully con-+ 
tained in Scripture, or ſoclearly deduced from thence, that 
any man of common underſtanding may plainly ſee the evi- 
dence of that deduction. And farther, I ſhalFprove that 'tis a 
danmable thing for any man or Church to teach any Do- 
Arine as neceſlary to Salvation, but what is ſo fully contained 
in, or ſo clearly deduced from Scripture, as I now mention- 
ed. And ſeeing both theſe points are. matters of Salvation, 
wherein all mankind, learned or unlearned, high and low, 
are concerned, I think it neceſſary to handle theſe matters 
in ſo plain a way as may ſute with the capacity of all, even 
the unlearned, who are moſt eafily ſeduced into error. 

I begin with the firſt part, the command of our Saviour, 
Search the Scriptures, and to prove that this belongs to all. 
And for the more methodical proceeding in this bufineſs, I 
(hall divide all ſorts of men into three ranks, and ſhew that 
toſearch the Scriptures belongs to all three, Prieſts, Princes, 
and People. And firſt, for Prieſts there cafi be no doubr, 
The only doubt in this point is, whether they do ſearch the 
Scriptures (© diligently and ftudiouſly as they ought, that 
$. Paul's objeRion be not laid to their charge : Thox that 
teacheſt others,teacheſt thou not thy jy 2? Wherefore I beſeech 
you of the Clergy, that are preſent, to conſider what 4 
ſhameful and ſcandalous thing it is, that a poor mechanick 
tradeſman ſhould be more ready m quoting Scripture for his 
error than you for the truth : and you that ſtiould be able, 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, with ſound Dod@rine to ſtop the months 
of all gainſayers, ſuch weak filly gainſayers ſhould ſtop your 
mouths with corrupted Doftrine and miſtaken Texts, and 
you not able to ſhew their groſs miſtakes : and fo with the 
noiſe of Scripture-proofs they go away triumphant, con- 
firmed in their errors, by realton of your.neglect of —_— 
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the Scriptures, or not underſtanding what you do read. T 
beſeech you conſider it well, and let this brief admonition 
ſuffice without any farther enlargement on this matter. 

And now I may proceed to the ſecond fort of men that 
are to ſearch the Scriptures, that is, Princes and all Magi- 
ſtrates : for Devt. xvii. 18, 19, 20. we find a command M 
them : And it ſhall be when he ſitteth upon the throne of his 
Kingdom, that be ſhall write him a cop of this Law in a book, 
ont of that which is before the Prieſts the evites. Andit ſhall 
be with him, and he ſhall read therein all the days of his life, 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words 
of this. Law and theſe ſtatutes, to do them : That his heart be 
not lifted up above bis Brethren, and that he turn not aſide from 
the Commandment t0 the right haxd or to the left. This com- 
mand was given hundreds of years before the Jews had any 
Kings, which ſhews great providential care and earneſtnels 
in God, that Kings ſhould be ſtudious in his Holy Laws, 
And 'tis a very pertinent note that learned Gretizs hath on 
this place, That the King is to write himſelf a Copy of Gods 
Laws, which is the beſt way to imprint a thing in a mans me- 
mory, for when a man copies out any thing, he inſiſts upon 
every word the time of writing, and ſo makes the deeper im- 
P in his mind to remember it. Whereby you ſce that 
Kings are required, as well as Prieſts, to be very converſant 
in the Scriptures, to read them all the days of their life. 
And the reaſon of this is given by the Prophet 1/a. xlix. 
where, ſpeaking of the Church of Chriſt which was to be 
ſet up among the Gentiles, he tells the Church that Kings 
ſhould be ber nurſing-fathers, and Sueens her nurſing-mothers. 
And ſure Fathers and Mothers ſhould be able to teach their 
Children, and not their Children teach them. From whence 
I might infer, that Kings ſhould be more knowing in Scrip- 
ture than Churchmen, Kings being as it were their Fathers, 
And foit was with King David, he did ſo meditate on the 
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Lawsof.God both day and night, that he thereby became w+ 
than his Teachers; 1 ſuppoſe he means the Pricſts who 
taught bim in his minority. Burt let this paſs, and let us take 
Nurſing-fathers here as Protectors onely, and Governours : 
yet asſuch they ought to be very knowing in Scripture, that 
they may diſtinguiſh between ſound and corrupted Dottrin, 
for ſure _ are not to protect and nurſe up Hereſie, which 
they may chance to do, if they have not aright underſtand- 
ing of Scripture, but are led away by fal(e =y deluding Tea- 
chers, as the Arriar Emperours were, and ft proved oppre(- 
fing Tyrants over the Orthodox Church.' Thus you ſee 'tis 
necellary for the Spiritual Government of the Church that 
Kings ſhould obſervethis command of God, and have the Bi- 
ble before them, and read therein all the days of their life. 
And 'tis very neceſlary alſo for the Civil Government of the 
* State, as 'tis there in Dent. expreſs'd, that their hearts be not 

tes np above their brethren, and that they do not multiply to 
themſelves Wives, nor Silver, nor Gold. 

What is here ſaid of Kings or great Perſons, cohcerns all 
ou that are in Authority under the King at preſent, or are 
ke to be hereafter, For ſeeing that Kings cannot be perſo- 
rally preſent in all parts: of. their Dominion, they are con- 
ſtrained to appoint others under them to perform that which 
they cannot do themſelves. From whence it neceſſarily fol- 
lows that this command of God to Kings belongs to all thoſe 
whoa by their Authority. And as 1t is in the buſineſs of 
God-fathers and God-mothers, that inferiour perſons are of- 
ten ſubſtituted to perform the parts of great ones - ſo is it in 
Church-fathers and Church-mothers, and their Subſtitutes 
are tobe Nurſing-fathers tothe Church, to countenance and 
prote& the Orthodox Teachers. They are likewiſe to read 
daily in Gods Holy Word for the very ſame ends, that their 
hearts alſo be not lifted up above their brethren; that they do not 
multiply to themſelves Silver nor Gold ; whichall in Authority 
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are by nature proneunto, and mferiours probably more than 
Kings themſelves: for Kings being born to- great dignity, 
power and revenue, are not fotranfported with it as perſon 
who from a low conditionare exalted unto them 3. common- 
ly their minds alſo are exalted. And ſo weſee on the contrary 
part, men who are tumbled down from dignity, power and 
wealth,are far more dejefted with it;than thule who are born 
and bred in low and poor eſtate; theſe are as contented ang 
chearful in that condition, and commonly more than great 
ones- in theirs :: and juſt-ſo born Princes commonly are leſs 
arrogant and leſs covetous,than thoſe riſen to great dignity, 
Now reading daily in Gods Holy Word, eſpecially in the 
Goſpel, doth very much abate all exorbitancy 1n theſe mat- 
ters, when there we contemplate the poverty, the humilia- 
tion, the meekneſs, the affability of the King ofeternal glory, 
Yet this hindered him not in ſhewing his Authority —_ it 
was needful : for he ſharply rebuked the Vices of the Jews, 
and with a ſcourge whipt out ofthe Temple the Money-chan- 
gers, and other, Mechanicks that prophaned it. The leverity 
of Juſtice mingled with Meekneſs and Afﬀability in due time 
and place, hath a wonderful commanding authority over the 
hearts of all, and makes Government both beloved and fea- 
red. Beſides, reading the Scriptures hath another great effe&t 
conducing very much to Government : for 'tis very power- 
ful in operation, making great impreſſions of all Vertues in 
the minds of men; the practice whereof in the Magiſtrate 
gains him great reverence to his Authority, and 1s alſoa great 
inducement to the people to follow him in the way of Ver- 
tue : and then the Government will be ſo caſte to him, ashe 
may lead them with a twine-thread, as commonly we ſay, to 
whatſoever he pleaſes. Vertuous perſons never refiſt Autho. 
rity, knowing 'tis the Ordinance of God, but will rather de- 
fendit with their lives.: whereas all vitions perſons hate Go-. 
vernment as a reſtraint to their licentious appetites, and a 
curb. 
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card 26 theft coverous and myjurious oppreſlions of others, 
ind ate therefore ready on all occaſtons to mutiny and rebel 


ami Authority z but then the Magiſtrate having by his 


and vertuous proceedings poſleſt himſelt of the hearts 
of alt pood then, and increaſed the number of them by his 
pious example, ſhall be fure to have all their hands ready to 
alfiſt and prote& him in the due execution of his Office. No. 
Laws in the World can preferve Government long, without 
the operation of Gods Laws on the conſciences ofmen : for 
when evil men have conceived and nouriſhed up wicked de- 
bn in their hearts, their paſſtons will be {6 blown up and 
mflatned by mutual diſcourſe, and animating one another, 
and their reaſon ſo blinded by their paſſions, that they will 
venture on the moſt irrational and Selperats attempts, and 
proceed to ſome ſudden miſchief, though it be to their own 
ruine and loſs of life. But the Laws of God principijs obſtant, 
give a check to the firſt motions of wickedrieſs ; the all-ſce- 
mpeye of God, and his ſevere avenging band with eternal 
flames ſtrikes a terrour in the heart, and there ſuppreſſes all 
evil deſigns before they go farther, ſecuring the Government 
in-continual peace and lery, And thus I have ſhewed you 
the obligation that lies oh Princes and all Magiſtrates that 
are under thetn, to be ſtithous in reading the Scripture, and 
inatting accordirig toGods Holy Laws, conſidering how ad- 
vantagious it will be to the eaſe and happineſs of their Go- 
verniment. 

There remains now to treat of the third rank of men, the 
People ; and to ſhew you, that they alſo are included in this 
command of our Saviour to ſearch the Scriptures. And this 
I ſhall prove unto you by the whole current of the Bible. I 
begin with the Od Teſtament, the Books of Moſes and the 
Prophets. Did not Moſes deliver all his Laws and Ordinan- 
cesto the people, and that by Gods expreſs command, as you 
may ſee, Exod.xix. and ſeveral Chapters following; where 
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is often repeated, Cal all the people, Tell the people,8&c. twen. 
ty times over and' more.. And ſo again in;Dewt. vj. 7. and 


again xj. 18. When Moſes repeated-unto the people all the 
Ordinances of God, he cafled all the people together, all-] 


_— 


racl, and commanded them.#o teach their Childrex all the words 


of the Law, and to expound to them the meaning thereof: and 
farther, that they ſhould write them on the poſts and gates of their 
houſes, that they might have them always before their eyes; and 
to wear them as frontlets on their foreheads, and on their arms 
bracelets, for perpetual remembrance; and to talk of them to their 
children when they ſate in their houſes, when they were in the 
field, and when they walked by the way. . All this you have ſet 
down at largein thoſe Chapters mentioned. I beſcech you 
now, can any thing be more earneſtly required, more (trialy 
commanded? And then again for the Prophets, as you will 
find almoſt in every Chapter. Go to my people. Speakin the ears 
of all this people. Cry unto this people, and ſay, I have ſent unto 
you all my ſervants the Prophets, riſing up early and ſending. Sure 
I have ſaid enough and enough for the Old Teſtament. 

Now for the New, from the very begianing toithe end. 
Were not the very firſt glad tidings of the Goſpel declared 
—unto the people,the meaneſt of the people, Shepherds, and by 
them to others of like condition 2 aad when Joh» the Baptiſt 
came out of the Wilderneſsto preach, Wasit not to the peo- 
ple?” And when Chriſt himſelkwent forth, Was it not tothe 
people, and thoſe of the loweſt degree ?- And he gave it unto 
the Diſciples of S.Johnas a.ſpecial ſign of his being the Chrilt, 
T hat the poor had the Goſpel preached unto them: as if it were 
chiefly intended to them. And accordingly S. Pawl tells us, 
1 Cor,i.26. Teſee your Calling, Brethren, how that not many wiſe 
zen after the. fleſh, not many mighty, . not many noble are called. 
And as our Saviour himſelf preached-unto all,” and for the 
moſt paxt to thoſe of the lowelt degree: ſo when he was to 
leaye.this World he gave the like charge to his Diſciples, 


That: 


ra” 
q 


CY 


LIMI 


—_— —_ 


— — = - * 


Fem.l, the Biſhop of Hereford. "9 


* Fhac they ſhould /preach the Goſpel to every creature, as you 


may ſee in the'laſt Chapter of $. Mark ; to every creature, 
thatis, to every hitmane creature: which expreſſion of our 
Saviour carries great energy, as if he had faid, Inthe preach- 
ing of the Goſpel; do not go the way ofthe World, andmake 
your-application to the great, to.the rich; tothe powerful ;. 
but to-thoſe of low degree, as I have done ; to the poor, 

to the deſpiſed of the Wqrld,to every creature, ever ſo mean, 
ever ſo contemptible; be fure you preach it to them. Thus 
much for the Goſpel. Then follow the As writtento Theo- 
bilws one of the Laity. And fo the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. 
to the Romans 1s direRted to all that are at Rome, to all. 
That to the Corinthians, to all that callgpon the name of the 
Lord Feſws, to all in every place: and10 the reſt. And'tis 


obſervable, that there is no mention made of the Clergy in 


any of his Epiſtles, but'in that one to the Philippians, where 
he expreſſes the Biſhops and Deacons; and yet even there 
he puts them in the laſt place : firſt, #0 al/ the Saints that are. 
at Philipps, and then adds, with the Biſhops and Deacons © 1o- 
thatthis Epiſtle 1s primarily directed to all the Saints. 

But perchance-ſome ignorant people may ſtamble. at the: 
word Churchin {ome of his Epiſtles 3 as if thoſe Epiltles dire- 
Redto the Church, were mtended to Church-men, as we call 
them, meaning thereby the Clergy, the Miniſters of the 
Church. But, Beloved, this word in the Original Greek ex- 
xAna,tranſlated by us Church,doth not atall Panifie Charch- 
men, but the Laity afſembled together, which we properly 
call the Congregation of the Faithful : and ſo in Scripture, 
the Church of ſuch a Town; the Church in ſuch a Houſe, 
that is, the Faithful, orthe Saints of that Town, or in that 
Houſe : thoſe that uſe there to aſſemble together for- the 
worſhip of God. But we uſe the-word Charch by corrupt: 
euſtom promiſcuouſly ſometimes for the Congregation, ſome- 
times for the Houſe wherein they meet; ſometimes forthe 


body of Church-men, and. ſo we ſay the Canons of the.- 
| : Church, . 
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Church, that is, the Canons Wed by Church-men. Buy 
 xAnmne 1 in Seripture 4s never {o placed, but only for the 
Congregation of the Faithful. This is more exprelly declg- 
red Rev.ij.1. where the Biſhop. 1s called the Angel, and the 
Congregation, diſtin, from the Minilter', 4s called: the 
' Church : "The Angel of the Church, that is, the Biſhop, the Pg. 
ſtor, or chief Minſter of the Congregation. And therefore 
S. Panls Epiſtles direted to the Church of 1uch a place, 
1s juſt the ſame, as to the Congregation, to the Faith- 
ful, or. to the Saints of, ſuch a place 3 which confalted of 
the Laity ; and not onely of Men, but Women alſo and Chil- 
dren ; they were hkewiſe - to, read the Scriptures, And 
according to this Ih gives it as a great commendation ty 
Timothy , that, of a"Child he had learned the Scriptures, 
And we know that this was the practice of the primitive 
Chriſtian Church. many Ages. + For S. Hierome, one of the 
'four' eminent DoRors and Fathers of the Church, who 
lived 400 years after Chriſt, im his Epiſtle to Leta a Rowan 
Matron, ſets down a method for her to teach her little Girl 
the Scriptures, what Books ſhe ſhould read firſt, and what 
next: firſt the Book of Pſ«/ms, then the Proverbs, then Ec- 
cleſiaftes ; and after other Books named in the Old Teſta- 
ment, he concludes, 44 Evangelia trenſeat, nunquaws ea depo- 
ſiturade manibus. Aa Apoſtolorum, & pipele tota cordis ine 
bibat voluntate. Let her then paſ# over to the Goſpels, and never 
let theme go out of her hands. And as for the Ats of the Apoſiles, 
and the Epiſtles, let her apply her heart to learn them with all 
diligence. And $, Gregory, another. of the four eminent Do- 
Qors, who was the laſt of them, and hved 600 years after 
Chriſt, and was Biſhop of Rome, who for his great ſanctity 
and learning, was called (Gregory the Great : He in his Book 
of Morals written for the inſtruction of all, gives this Rule, 
Divinas Scripturas ſapius lege; imo nunquam de manibss tuis 
facra leo deponatur; Read often the divine Scriptures ;, yea, 
rather let them never go ont of your hands. And in another place 
, he 
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henetts us, Dids obſonriovibus fortes exercet,” & paronlis bu- 
anili ſerimove. blanditar,: There you will find obſcure ſayings ta 
exerciſe [ir org 1621, and lowly ſayings for little ones. Aereyou 
have the doGrine- and practice of the primitive Church 
for many Ages. And yet the Romarifts will moſt impudently 
affirm, that-we are the deſerters of Antiquity, and they only 
follow the practice of the primitive Church. But let us re- 
turn t&'S. Pant, who,as T have fhewed you,diredts hisEpiſtles 
to the whole Congregation of the Faithful. And asS. Paw, ſo 
$.James, to the Twelve Tribes, who were the Faithful, So S. Pe- 
ter,Ep:1-toall the Elect : the 2. toall the Faithful. So S. Joh, 
' $Jadeall written to'the Faithful in general.And.I pray you, . 
obſerve what a (tri& charge S. Paul grves at the end of his E- 
piſiſes to the Coloſfrars and the Theſſelonians ; I charge yon by 
the Lord, that this Epiſtle be read to all the Holy Brethren,toall. 
I were very ſapertiuous to add more for this buſineſs. 

But notwithſtanding all this, the Governours of the Ro- 
max Church ſhut up the Scripture from theapeople, and with 
rery great reaſon, they teaching the people fo many things 
dean contrary toScripture. The Scripture ſeverely forbids 
the worſhipof Images : the Governorsof the Roxran Church 
teach the peopleto worſhip them. The Scripture commands 
exatt performance of all vows made unto God : the Pope 
takes upon him to diſpenſe with the moſt ſolemn vows that 
can be made, 'even though the bleſſed- Sacrament be recet- 
red upon them, The Scripture commands obedience to 
Kings, and all that are in Authority : the Pope diſpenſes 
with all obedience and oaths made unto their Kings, and of- 
tencommands them to rebel, make War, and murther them ; 
yea,” the Son to rebel againſt his own Father; as the Son of 
Hexry IV. Empzrour. The Seripture forbids marrying with 
many near Relations ;- the Pope difpenſes wnh all. The 
Sripture commands the- Service of the Chungh to be in the 
known Janguage of the- people: the Pope commands. it to - 
| be. 
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bein a language the people underſtand not at all. The Serj 
pture tells us, God onely can forgive fins; the Pope ſays, he 
alſo can: and if you will give him; largely, be will forgi 
you largely. The Scripture tells us, there is but one Medina 
between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus : the Roman Church 
teaches, there are thouſands of Saints. and Angels; and pray 
unto them and the blefled Virgin much more than to Chtilt 
or God the Father, ten Ave Maries for one Pater yoſter.Good 
reaſon then have the 'Romaniſts to add unto theſe contradi- 
ions of Scripture and many more, that grand iniquity of 
ſhutting up the Scripture from the people, leſt they ſhould 


diſcover theſe-contradiions,., They do wiſcly in their Ge 


nerations. | 9p, hae 

. But now that ſome Proteſiants., who teach none of theſe 
things, ſhould think it fit to ſhut up the Scripture from the 
people is wonderful; and the reaſon they give for it 1s as bad 
as the thing: becauſe, torſooth, ignorant people reading the 
Scripture, -1t cauſgs them to fall into very — Opi- 
nions and Hereſies. How horrid athing is it to affirm this! 
Really it appearsno leſs than blaſphemy againſt the H.Gholt; 
whereof our Saviour pronounced that dreadtu} Sentence, 
That it ſlould never be forgives neither in this world, neither 
in the world to come, For to ſay the reading of the Scripture 
cauſesthe people to fall into Herefie, is the ſame in etfed, as 
to ſay the Holy Ghoſt is the Author of fin : for I have molt 
clearly proved unto you that the Scripture dictated by the 
Holy Ghoſt, commands all to read the Scrapture. But I hope 
- they intend no ſuch matter as blaſphemy, but think they have 
ſome colour for what they ſay from 2 Pet.iij.16. where $.Pe- 
ter ſpeaks of the unlearned and unſtable, wreſting the Scrt- 
ptures to their own deſtruction. But I pray you mark how 
S. Peter joins unſtable with unlearned : the want of — 
is the main cayſe of their wreſting the Scriptures. For I ſha 
ſhew you by and by, that they who abound in learning, yet 


wanting 
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wanting ſtability, wreſt the Scriptures as well (I ſhould ſay 
as ill ) as thegunlearned. But firſt T deſire my pretending wiſe 
men to adviſe a little with S. Paxl, Rom. vij.10. where he tells 
us that the Commandment which was ordained unto life, he found 
wnto death: did he therefore lay aſide the Commandment ? 
God forbid ; the Commandment was good and holy : how 
then came 1t-to paſs? He tells us, verſes that ſir taking occa- 

by the Commandment, wrought in hint all manner of concu- 
piſcence. And again, verſe 11. Sin taking occaſion by the Com- 
mandment, deceived him, and by it flew him. Thus, Beloved, 
you ſee 'twas not the Commandment that wrought death'in 


' $ Paxll, but (in, that is, concupiſcence, the corruption of na- 


ture that was in him, this cauſed all theevil. And juſt ſoit is 
in our caſe. Tis not the Scripture which cauſes Hereſies, 
Schiſms, and Diviſions amongſt us. God forbid we ſhould 
fay ſo, but {in taking occafion by the Scripture works all 
theſe-: the corruption of mens natures blinds and deceives 
them; the pride and wilfulneſs of their heart, the conceit of 
their own holineſs and godly underſtanding ſets them for- 
ward in oppobition to the common received Doctrine, and 
toaffect ſingularity and applauſe by teaching fomenew thing. 
Then they tumble over the Scriptureto find out Texts that 
carry ſome colour for it, as they fondly conceive; and ha- 
ving found ſuch, they preſently blaze abroad their new do- 
rine, which the giddy unconſtant people, always fond of 
new things, preſently catchat and follow. This puffs up the 
Teachers and ſets them agog, and makes them ready to ſuf- 
fer any thing in that behalf; for this increaſes the reputation 
of their ſandhity, as ſuffering impriſonment and the like for 
the Truth ; and at length by large Contributions, this comes 
to increaſe the wealth of their purſe alſo ; and then there is 
no reducing them to obedience and order. Now, as S.Panl 
ſaith, 'tisnot the Scripture that cauſeth all this, but fin: the 
fpiritual pride of their heart takes occafion by the Scripture 
to 


+ VE *2 Pi 
8 - ad 4 W 
» > -% a 
-. 
I JT" 
. 


he, 44» 1g I ph If W218 hte ni A EPs 
l "C0 £%, 
' \ Yſ: be * —.V 
T > ry = k n " * "_— F F *J > 


to work in them Diviſions-and  Herefies. And though the 
Scripture were wholly ſhut up from them, yer.ghe lame fin, 
their ſpiritual pride of heart, would cauſethe ſame Diviſions 
and Hereſies. Do not we ſee this daily happen to them who 
reje& the Scripture, and walk by their new inward: lights, 
which they pretend God infuſes.into them? This makes it 
moſt manifeſt that all our Diviſions, as S.PauHaith, proceed 
from ſin that isin us. And doth not S. James agree with S. Paul 
in this, whenhe faith, From whence come wars and fightings. 
among you? come they not hence, even of your onſe that war in 
your members? '$0, from whence comethele Diviſions and 
Cantentions? come they not hence, even of their.luſts that 
warintheir members 2: Now I beſeech you to conſider, were 
itnot as ſenflefſs as wicked to ſhut up the Scripture, the Word: 
of. Life, from the whole Congregation of the Faithful, be- 
cauſe the ſin and corruption of ſome, turn it to their death; 
But as Fob xj. ſaith, Vain man would be wiſe, though a man be 
barn like awild Aſſes colt. Yea, he would be wiſer than God, 
who well foreſaw theſe Hereſies and Diviſions, and fore- 
warns us by S. Paul, 1 Cor. xj. 18.&c. not only that they 
would come, but alſo muſt come for the trial of the Ele. 
Qur Savior allo tells us,that he came wot to bring peace on earth, 
but 4 ſword ;, to ſet.a man at _variance-againſt bis Father, and 
the Daughter againſt her Mother, Mat.10.34.&c. And doth 
vain manthink by his wiſdom to fruſtrate the divine decree ? 
yea, to {top our Saviours mouth from preaching the Goſpel, 
and ſay, I beſeech you Sir, .hold your peace, you ſet men at 
variance, even Father and Son, Mather and Daughter, one 
againſt another. What think you, Beloved, were this wil- 
dom,or deſperate finful folly? It is juſt the ſame,or. indeed far 
worſe, than to delire God towithdraw the Sun from ſhining 
on the earth, becauſe it cauſes evil weeds togrow up in evil 
groune: Wherefore, my Beloved, I beſeech you, let us hear- 
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' #f wiſlom of man born as ignorant as the wild Aſſes colt. Yet 
he will be ſo wile, as for the preventing of Errors and Divi- 
fions, toſhur'up the Holy Scripture from the people, which 
God hath commanded tobe delivered to the people. But I 
ſhall ſhew you yet farther the perverſnels of theſe pretending 
wiſe men. Ts it not well known to all men verſt mthe Wri- 
tings of Antiquity, that the moſt dangerous ſpreading Here- 

fies which infeſted the Church for ſeveral Apes, and whereof 

ſome continue to this very day, ſprang nottrom the people, 
but from learned eminent men, Prieſts and Biſhops, Monks 
and Abbots, and divers others famous for learning, as the 

Arian, the Neſtorian, the Entychian, the Pelarian, the Mace- 

donian, the Manichean Herefies, arid ſeveral others, which 

have mightily diſturbed the Chriſtian Church in all Nations, 

Eaft, Weſt, North,and South. And then by the rule of our rare 

wiſe men, the Scripture muſt be ſhut up from theſe alſo, Bi- 

ſhops and Prieſts as well as people, from all, Seal it up and 
buryit ina Cave til] the ReſurreQion of the dead 3 andbe- 
fore that time all Religion may be dead and buried alſo; 
and inthe mean time we may take the Alcoran for our me- 
ditation, or Ovid. de Faſtibus, and fo all become Tirks or 

Heathexs ; and the Kingdom of Satan ſet up in ſtead of the 

Kingdom of Chriſt. Satan himſelf could not have found ont 

a berter exploit todo hiswork, _ 

And really, my Beloved, I muſt in all ſeriouſnefs tell you, 
that the Chriſtian World was very far degenerated and de- 
clining into Heatheniſm, Pp, {huting up the Yriprres m larer 
Apes, before it pleaſed God m his great mercy to ſtir up 
Dr. Lyther, Bucer, Melan®hor, Calvin, and feveral others to 

n-again the Goſpel unto us, and by the light thereof to 
diſcover the Heatheniſh ſuperſtitions of the Charch of Rome, 
who had again revived many praQices of old Pagan Rome : 
the Piles: had their purifying waters called Aqu# Lyſtrales, 


m imitation whereof 'the Papiſts have their Holy Water to 
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ſprinkle themſelves withal when they enter the Church, $9, 
inſtead of the Pagan Veſtal Fires, the Papsſts bave their 
Lamps continually burning day ang night before their Altars, 
The Pagans had their Tutelary gods as Protectors of this 
and that place : ſo have the 7 upgſs their ſeveral Saints for 
feveral Countries, $. Nennis tor” France, S. James tor Spain, 
S. Peter for Rome, S$.George for England, S. Patrick tor Ireland, 
The Patars carried the Idols of their gods about 1n Proceſ- 
fion with great Pomp, burning Incenſe and ſinging Hymns 
unto them : the Papiſd do the very ſame to the [dols of the 
bleſſed Virgin and Saints, to the reproach rather than the 
honour of their memory, as if they had been Heathen and 
not Chriſtian Saints. Many, many more are-their ſuperſti- 
tious fopperies, forſaking the bodyChriſt, and following the 
infatuating ſhadows of humane inventions, teaching for Dy- 
Frines the Commandments of men.. God only knows what a 
Chaos of confuſion we had been ſunk into before this, had 
not God ſtirred up thoſe Worthies I mentioned ; when the 
Pope, like a God upon earth, had uſurped that Anti-chriſtian 

wer as to thwart the Commandments of God and Chriſt 
our blefſed Saviour, as I have already ſhewed you in many 
particulars.. But there is one I havenot yet mentioned, more 
remarkable and deteſtable than w7 of thoſe, I mean the 
countermanding that ſolemn and laſt command of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus, at his Jaſt Supper, after he had inſtituted 
the bleſſed Sacrament of his body and bloud to our endleſs 
comfort, and commanded his Apoſtles to do the ſame in re- 
membrance of him. And I pray you take notice of one cir- 
cumſtance therein, which perchance you have never yet ob- 
ſerved, and.'tis this.. When our Saviour delivered the Bread 
unto the Apoſtles, he ſaid, Take, eat this, and no more: but 
when he delivered the Cup, he gave a more exa. command. 
for it, ſaying, Drink, ye «ll of this. As.1f he had ſaid, Be ſure 
that every one of you partake of the Cup ; let no one amit. 
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it. And why ſo particularly. command .the Cup more:than 
the Bread ? Truly with great-reaſon; He divinely fore-ſee- 
ng'the ſacrilegious difmembring of this bleſſed Sacrament, 
which the Roman Church would make, in depriving the 
people of the Cup. Whereas one would think this Com- 
mand of our dying Lord and Saviour for us, ſhould of all 
ether commands be molt exa@ly performed to a tittle in 
every point : Yet the Pope, as ungratefully as.inſolently,pre- 
fames to command to keep the Cup from: the People... Who 
could. have believed ſuch an infolengy; had not the whole 
world ſeen it ? By the ſame rule he Might, and perchance 
before this time ( had not his high preſuming power met 
with ſuch-oppalition im Germany) would have taken away 
the Bread alſo, and made the People only gazers on, and ad- 
mirers of the great dignity of the Prieſts, whoalone were ad- 
mitted to that Holy Supper :. for ſo it is among them now for 
the moſtpart, the Prieſt ſaying Maſs every day, but the com- 
mon people generally recerve the bleſſed Sacrament but once 
or twice a.ycar. Now had the Pope taken away the Bread 
alfo, he might have given the very ſame reaſon for that as 
be doth for taking away the Cup. They give two reaſons : 
Firſt, becauſe 1t = happen that in delivering the Cup to 
many people, the Wine, which they call the Blood, may bc 
ilt : Why fo, in giving the Bread ſome crums: may fall, and 
affirm that Chriſts body is entirely contained in the leaſt 
erym. Secondly, They ſay, the People have the blood of 
Chriſt in his Body, when they receive that, and therefore 
they need it not again in the Cup. Though 'tis apparent in 
rg ne that our Saviour gave it in the Cup apart, tofignifie- 
his bloodſhedding from his body, ſaying, This is my Blood 
which was ſhed. But 'tis no matter what our Saviour ſaid, the 
Pope ſays otherwiſe, and we muſt hearken to him ; he ſays: 
tis ſufficient for the People toreceive the Blood in his Body. 
And fo ſhould he ſay that he is the Head ofthe Church, and if 
he 
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he aloge receive the Bread and Cup, and noother, neither 
People nor Prieſt receive-erther, tis ſufficient, if the Head re- 
ceive them ; the Head {tands forthe whole Body : the P 
guided by the Holy Ghoſt ſays ſo, and then who dares 
otherwiſe 2 And thus youſee, that if we once let go the Sen. 
pture, farewell all Religion; all the Commands of God areto 
ſmall purpoſe: what the Pope ſays muſt be a Law. Good 
. Lord deliver w. © 

The time is welnigh paſt and I muſt haſten to an end. Where. 
fore I ſhall now add ogly a ſhort refletion on what hath been 
faid;- with a word of Exhortation in the cloſe: You have 
heard Gods Command to the People of Iſrael concerning the 
. Old Law, That all ſhould read it, teach it their Children, write it 
on the doors and poſts of their dwellings, diſcourſe of it in their 
Houſes, by the way, and in the fields. You have heardalſo Gods 
Command to the Prophets, To go to all the houſe of Iſrael, to al 
the people, and cry aloud to them all the day long. You have heard 
our Saviours Command to the Apoſtles, To gg and Preach the 
Goſpel to all Nations, to every creature. You have heard how 
the Apoſtles, guided by the Holy Ghoſt, directed their Epi- 
ſtles To all the Faithful,to all the Saints.You have heard $. Paul 
ſtrictly -command his Epiſtles to' be read to all the holy Bre- 
thren.. And now ſhall any manbe fo inſolently, ſo deſperately 
wicked, as'to dare to controul the Command of God, fo often 
reiterated 3 and countermand the Scriptures to be ſhut 'u 
from the People? Man a worm of the Earth thus to 0 
his Creator! Nay my beloved, hearken yetfarther : The Ro- 
maniſts declare it to be a fin for the people to read the Scri- 

re, And you know the wages of fin is death,eternal death: 

© then the Romaniſts declare it to be Eternal death for the 

people to read the words of Eternal Life. Stand amazed, O 

ye Heavens at this! Ifthis benot tranſcendent madneſs and 

tranſcendent wickedneſs too, tell me what is? To fay the 

Sun' is .darknels, is ten times'more tolerable than toſay = 
| wor 
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word of Eternal Life is EternalDeathto him that reads it.But 
now, Thefeech you, rhark"what a ridiculous 9{vs they bring 
for this their horrid wickedneſs. O fay they,but you may have 
leave of your Confeſſor to read the Scripture, if he find you 
fit for it 5 that is, if he find you a dull tame Af ready to bear 
altthe burthen of his impoſed Superſtitions, and 'zealouſly 
embrace them 3 then perchance you may haveleave, as I ſaid, 
of your Confeffor to read the Scriptures, and then 'tis no fin. 
Your Confeſſor your Confounder! thus mfolently to uſurp 
oyer your Chriſtian Liberty. You thatarecalled to the glo-. 
tious liberty of the Children of God, and have heard. God 
the Father ſpeaking unto you m the Law, God the Son 
ſpeaking to you 1n he Goſpel, God the Holy Ghoſtſpeaking 
to you 1n the Apoſtles; three Perſons one Almighty God 
commanding you to read the Scriptures, and teach them your 
Children : muſt you now ask a filly blind worm of the Earth 
leave to read them ? Can you ever ſuffer your ſelves thus to 
be blindfolded, fettered, and enſlaved under Popiſh Tyran- 
> Thus to be deprived of the Goſpel, the Word of Life,the 
ower of God unto Salvation? No Beloved, I hope you will 
never beſo infatuated by deluding words, nor fo terrified 
with any threatning powers upon Earth or under the Earth, 
asto quit this Heavenly Food of your Souls. Mar liveth not 
by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth ont of the month 
of God: Earthly Food entreth into the I ſo paſſeth our 
into the draught : but this Heavenly Food the Word of God 
abideth for ever, and ſhall nouriſh up our Souls unto Everla- 
ſting Life. This ought to be our daily bread;” herein we 
ſhould read and meditate day and nighr, and ſay with Duvid, 
Ihave more delight in thy Commandments than in thouſands of 
gold and ſilver. For here we find a Heavenly Treaſure for our 
Sonls : here we learn all things profitable for our Salvation : 
this is the Book which,teaches Priefts thar bleſfed work of 
gaining Souls unto Chrift by found Do&rinand godly Exam- 
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- which will make them Y in this World as Stars in the 
irmament :. Let your Light ſo ſine. This is the Book that 
reaches Princes and all Magiſtrates their duty to Gad for the 
People, to adminilter juſtice with uprightneſs, to ſhew mercy 
with prudence; to ſubque the. rebellious, to: proteQ the op- 
preſſed : and this will make them feared, loved,and even ado- 
red .as Gods upon Earth. . I ſaid yeare Gods, this Book will 
teac h the Peopletheir duty.and piety towards God,their dy- 
ty and loyalty to their Sovereign, reverence to all in Autho- 
rity, love and peace with their fellow Subje&s. Here great 
ones learn humility, rich men charity, poor contentedneſs, 
the oppreſſed patience, the afflicted comfort; it worketh all 
in all to Gods glory and our owneternal happineſs : Happy 


are the people that are in ſuch a caſe : yea, bleſſed are the people 
who kave the Lord for their God, and his Holy Law for their 


inſtruction in all things, as we bave: other Books may be 
helps to Devotion and give usſome inſtruction for life; but 
all come much ſhort of this Holy Book. When you would 
have a Tree thrive and bear fruit, you dig about it, you ma- 
nure it wirh ſoil and water it ; all theſe are good helps, yet 
all theſe without Sun-ſhine upon it effect Intle ; 'tis the Sun 
that fetches up the ſap, cauſes it to bud, bloffom, and bear 
" fruit.. And ſo tis that Sun of R ighteouſneſs who there ſpeaks 
to us and ſends the powerful raies of his grace upon our 
hearts, 'tis hethat worketh in us,and cauſeth us to bring forth 
fruit. The Law of the Lord, as David ſaith,converteth the Soul: 
it doth not only inſtru& the Soul as other Books, but alla, 
converts the Soul, gives life unto Souls dead in Sin, for 'tis 
the word of life, the power of God unto ſalvation. And bleſſed 
be the infinite goodneſs and mercy of God, who fo freely 
imparts this Heavenly Bleſling to us all. Come, come hither 
all ye that hunger and thirſt aſter righteouſneſs; come Clergy, 
come Laity, come Male and Female, come Old and Young, 
come Rich and Poor 3 come, and ye ſhall be ſatisfied ; ay = 
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"hip. without money, without qzjce, for oug.God is a molt gra+ 
cious God, he will not fend any one away empty, no, but 
iveth liberally to all men. And to this our molt gracious 
Codpbe aſcribed, asis moſt due, all honour ard praiſe, maje- 
ity and glory, now and for ever. Amer. 


SERMAIL 


On ]onn v. Verſe 39. 


Starch the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have Eternal L ift.. 


He former part of this Text, Search the Scripture, 

I have already treated of, ſhewing you that this 

Command of our Saviour belongsto all conditions 

of men and women; and that 'tis not only lawful, 

but pious alſo and profitable for all to read the Scriptures, 
and to teach them their Children, that from their very in- 
fancy they may ſuck in the fincere milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby. And this I proved unto you by the 
whole current of the Bible, both Old and New Teſtament : 
And therefore it is a ſtrange preſumption, very fooliſh and 
very impious, for.vain man bornignorant as the wild Aſes colt, 
to pretend to give reaſons for ſhutring up the Scripture from 
the people, God having ſo _—_— and ſo often comman- 
ded all to read the Scriptares. And confequently *ris a bla- 
ſphemous ſpeech toſay,that the Po ing the Scripture 
cauſeth them to fall into Schiſmsand Herefies, tor it caſts a re 
roach upon Gods Command, making him the Author of Sin. 
ut now. put the caſe that the peoples reading of Scripture 
were the real cauſe of their falling into Schiſms and Errours 


(which God forbid we ſhould fay 1n A but only ler us 
{up- 
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| ſuppoſe it;. and thgn conſider, whether or-no it be notfar 
worſe with-them that ſhut 'up the Scripture from the people, 
than with us that let them read it, For firſt, none of our Se. 
Qaries that depend on Scripture fall into-ſuch damnable Ex. 
rors as the PapiſtsIdolatrous- worſhip, and diſmembring the 
bleſſed Sacrament, and ſome others. Secondly, we have but 
few in corners here and there run into Errors, not one of a 
hundred ;, or ſcarce of a thouſand : whereas their whole 
» Church from the loweſt to the very higheſt, People, Prieſts, 
Biſhops; Archbiſhops, Pope and all;as itt was with the Jewsin. 
their fits of Idolatry, allrun into the ſame: Nay tis wore 
with theſe than with the. Jews, for theſe have not recovered 
themſclyes.out oftheir Errors many hundred years together, 
but moſt obſtinately perfiſt m them, notwithſtanding the ma 
ny. learned” Proteſtant Writers that have ſo palpably diſcos 
vered them: yet like Demetrivs the Silver:Smith with his 
Crafts-men, ſo the Cog and his adherents animate oneano- 
ther, ſaying their Craft will be in danger to be ſet at nought ; 
their Idol-Temples would be deſpiſed, and their wealth and 
- magnificence utterly deſtroyed, And thus, Beloved, you ſee 
the miſerable and deſperate condition of theſe poor blin- 
ded and fettered Chriſtians : the Pope hath got them faſt 
within his enchanted Chain, and 'tis his intereſt never to let 
them go; and all this by ſhutting up the Scripture. Lord 
have mercy upon them, and ſend them the light of his Holy 
Goſpel to ſhine amongſt them. Amer. So much for the rſt 
part of my Text, Corrs command to ſearch the Scriptures. 
Now we come to theſecond part, the reaſon of the Com- 
mand, For in them ye have Eternal Life : a moſt weighty 
reaſon ; there cannot. be a greater than the gaining of Eter- 
nal Life. Weall find by experience in our ſelves the truth 
of that ſaying, Job ij. 4. Skin for thin, yea all that a -man hath 
will be give for his life, For which there is great reaſon ac- 
cording to nature, tor all that, a man bath affords him no con- 
tent ; 
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entor comfort in death, which takes away the lenſe of all 
things: If therefore life be fo dear unto us, becauſe it gives 
46a capacity. to enjoy theſe poor earthly delights that have 
ſogreat and Urofly an alloy of intermingled cares and trou- 
bles which alwaysattend them : or if it were poſlible to en- 
joy 'them with more eaſe and tranquillity, yet are they but 
momentary : ſurely then Eternal Life, which always brings 
with it the enjoyment of heavenly pleaſures, free from all ſo- 
licitous care and fear, and full of all imaginable delight, yea 
far beyond all that our narrow brain can now imagine ; for 

hath not ſeen, nor car heard, neither have entered into the 

t of man the things which (God hath prepared for them that 
lave him. And this unconceiyable delight being to continue 
beyond Methuſalem's Age, or the Age of the whole World, 
to have an eternal duration for ever and ever ; I pray you 
then conſider at how high a value we ſhould eſteem the 
means whereby we are to attain ſuch an exceſlive weight 
of glory. 2214 

For the preſent then, my buſineſs muſt be to ſhew you 
that the Holy Scriptures contain in them compleatly without 
any additional requiſite, the means to attain Eternal Life: 
and then doubtleſs there will need ſmall exhortation to 
move you to put a high value on them. Let us then fall 
immediately on this buſineſs : Search the Scriptures, for in 
theme ye think ye have Eternal Life. 

Though Idoubt not to make out this matter abſolutely 
clear unto you, yet I fearſome weaker perſons may ſtagger 
a little at one word in my Text, and may erroneouſly fancy 
that it gives great cauſe of doubt, and that is the word 
Think: Ye think ye have Eternal Life. Our Saviour doth not 
direQly ſay, that in the Scriptures we have Eternal Lite, but 
only tells __— that they thought they had in them Eter- 
nal Life: and perchance they thought amiſs, who can tel]? 


Who can tell? certainly he could tell who gave them this 
E 2 counſel 
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counſcl-to ſearch'the Scriptufts z which you may be ſure 
he would never. have done, did not-the Scriptures contain 
in them Eternal Life : if not, it had been a vain thing to ſeawch 
the Scriptures for it, and our Saviours advice had been yai 
which God forbid we ſhould fay or think : wherefore we 
may afſuredly conclude that our Saviour, who adviſed the 
owe to ſearch the Scriptures, he both could tell and would 
ave told them, had they thought amiſs; for he came down 
from Heaven for this very end, namely to teach them and 
us the way to Eternal Life 3 and therefore fays of himſelf, 7 
am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life : I-came to teach this 
unto you and allthe World. And asS. Pextdeclares, Ads xijj, 
he came to teach firſt the Jews, verſe 26. To you is the word 
ſalvation ſent. And again,ver.46. It was neceſſary that the Word 
of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to you. And our Saviour 
himſelf preached only to the Jews, and in their ſight he 
wrought all his Miracles. All which makes it moſt evident 
that he uſed all means poſſible to inform them ___ in the 
way to Eternal life : who then can doubt but thatif the Jews 
had been miſtaken in their opinion of the Scriptures, our $a- 
viour would moſt readily have corrected their errour? $6 
that-this manner of ſpeakingin our Saviour, I» them ye think 
' ye have Eternal Life, is far from intimating any doubt in this 
matter, 'tisrathera fuller conviction of the Jews: 'tis a way 
of arguing which the School-men call Argumrentum ad homi- 
nem; which is the ſhorteſt and plaineſt way to confute ano- 
ther: You think, = your ſelves confeſs that the Scriptures 
contain Eternal Life in them ; this isa truth you cannot deny. 
And our Saviour Dyke x.25,26,27,28. fully declares this to 
be his ſence hkewiſe, where em. by a Lawyer of the 
Jews, Maſter, What ſhall I do to inherit Eternal Life £ He ſaid 
unto him, What is writtez in the Law? how readeſt thou? And 
he anſwering, ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the Loyd thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and with all 
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thy rind, and thy neighbour as thy felf. And he ſaid nnto him, 
- in wins right © this rag thon ſhalt live. Here 
you ſee our Saviour dire&s him for the gaining of Eternal 
Pi to look into the Law ; and when the Lawyer had de- 
dared what was written in the Law, our Saviour preſently 
concludes; This do, and thou ſhalt live : thou haſt no need 
tobe inſtruted farther, the Law fully declares what thou 
m to do for the gaining of Eternal Life. And this 
E liſt, S. oh, who wrote my Text, tells us toward the 
end of his Goſpel, that he omitted to write many things of 
our Saviour, But theſe were written that we might believe, and 
believing that we might have Life. Now if we can have life by 
bcheving thefe things, if follows moſt evidently that there 
sno neceflity of believing other things. | 
If you anſwer, That the behef uf other things may prove 
at, helps to Eternal Lifez and who would not be glad to 
five all the helps he can to obtain Eternal Life? To this L 
reply, That the belicf of other things may prove hindrances, 
for ought we know, and not helps. Were it not then moſt 
deſperate folly for me to ventureupon other things which 
may prove hindrancesto my Salvation, when God tells me 
that he hath revealed unto me by his holy Prophets, Apo- 
ſtles, and by his own Son, all things necetfary to falvation 2 
Was not this the buſineſs for which onr Saviour came into 
the World, as I faid before, to teach us the way to Eternal 
Life? And when our Saviour went outof the World, he left 
his Apoſtles to fiviſh the work he had begun, promiſing them 
that he would ſend them the Holy Ghoſt, who ſhonld lead then 
intoalltruth. And as the Apoltles received the knowledge of 
all truth, fo they faithfully delivered it tro others : for fo 
S.Paul, Aﬀs xx. aflures the Elders of Epheſws, whom he ſent 
for to Miletws,That he had declared unto them the whole counſel 
goed, and that he had not kept back any thing that was profita- 
tothem, verſe 20. Mark, 1 beſeech you, he declares _ 
only. 
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only neceſſary things , but all things profitable, all z 
=— baktlne —_ profitable. Doth not this, Fen = 
fully confirm what I ſaid, That the belief of any thing moxe 
than what is declared in Scripture may prove rather a. hin 
drance than a help to ſalvation? Nay, tis not onely may be, 
but probably, if not certainly, will be a hindrance and nat a 
help, fince the Apoſtle aſſures us that he declared all thing 
profitable, that is, all things helpful. And doth not S. Peter 
2 Epiſt,i.8. and following Verſes, diſcourſe to this purpoſe? 
For. there he tells them that in doing thoſe things which he 
had taught them,they ſhould make their caling and eleGion ſure, 
and that thereby an entrance ſhoula#be miniſtred unto them abun- 
dantly.. Were it not then as ſenſleſgas dangerous to venture 
on any other means or helps (as they call them') than what 
the Scripture. ſhews for our ſalvation ;, for if we follow that, 
it makes our ſalvation abundantly ſure. 

But, ſay the Romaniſts, all that the Apoſtles declared was 
not committed to writing, but ſome by word of mouth, and 
ſo paſſed by tradition from hand to hand. And for this they 
bring us a Scripture, 2 Theſſij.15. My brethren, ſtand faſt, and 
hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word 
or our Epiſtle. From whence, fay they, «is evident that all 
things the Apoſtles taught for mans ſalvation were not de- 
livered in writing, .-but ſome by tradition from word of 
mouth. The anſwer to this is very eafiez for though S. Paul 
did not teach the Theſſalonians all things by writing, but ſome 
by word of mouth, yet it doth not follow but that his Ept- 
ſtles to the Theſſalonians, with other his Epiſtles, asalſo the 
Epiſtles of the other Apoſtles, the Acts, the Domes, all to- 
gether did contain in themall ys, neceſlary,and profitable 


alſo, to Eternal Life. For this reaſon S.Paxl commanded his 

Epiſtles written to one Church, to be read to other Chur- 

ches, as I formerly ſhewed you. And ſo S. Peter in his Ept- 

ſtles commends to the people likewiſe the Epiſtles of by bo 
| ov 
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Toved brother Pauk And therefore I did not ſay that any one 
Epiſtle,two,or three,did contain all things neceffarytocternal 
Life. Nor did ourSavior tell the Jews,that inany oneor more 
Prophets they had eternal life, but in the Scriptures they had 
eternal life : in Moſes, Pſalms, Proverbs, Prophets ; inthe whole 
Scripture. Andit'the Old Teſtament were ſo perfect and ſo 

lorious, as to contain in it all things neceſfary toeternal life, 


' whichglory was. to be done away, asSPanl faith; ſhall not the 


New Teltament, the miniſtration of the Spirit be nmch gore glo- 
riow and perfeFe2Cor,iij.7,8. Would God belels carefi ot his 
Church eſtabliſhed by his own Son 1n perſon, which was to 
remain to-the end of the WoMd, than of that ereftcd by Mo- 
ſes bis ſervant, which was but aſhadow of that to come ? 
Can any man be ſo.fimple asto think this, though perchance 
ſo perverſe as to affirm it? This, and ſuch like thingthey 
may whiſper in a corner to ny women, or men as filly; but 
certainly none can have the face to ſay this to any man of 
underſtanding, 'tis ſo abſurd, and ſo fully confuted by S:Pasl, 
not only in the places before cited, bur alſo in 2 T7m.1ij.16, 
17, where he tells him that al/ Scripture is given by inſpiration 
from God, and 3s profitable {for dodrine, for reproof, for corre- 
Gon, for frotine inrighteouſneſs, that the man of God may 
ink throughly furniſhed unto all good works. Obſerve, I 
eech you, That the man of God may be perfe& : perfe&t 
nDodri,in Faith,ingood Works,in al things. Oh! my be-- 
laved, God ſend me and you the perfection of Scripture, the 
Dofrine and Works there taught, and let the Papiſts follow 
their DoQrines of men, their perfeftion, their works of me- 
rit, yea, and of © ah; py too. Whereas we learn from 
Serjpture, that when we have done all we can, we are unprofita- 
ble ſervants : .but their Do&rines of men teach them, that 
their great Saints Bennet, Francis, Dominick:, Tenatins, and 
many hundreds more, are ſuch profitable ſervants, and have 
done ſuch' mighty works of perfection, as not only to merit 
Heaven: 
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Heaven for themſelves, but allo to gain Heaven for other 
by their ſuperabundant merits; which the Pope bath power 
when he pleaſes, to-apply to ſouls ſcorching in Purgatory, 
and diſmiſs them away preſently to Heaven. (Sure a hard- 
hearted cruel man, that will let any lie long in thoſe rag 
flames, if he have power to releaſe them.) Whocan but pity 
thoſe poor filly ſouls that are led into everlaſting flames by 
theſe ſeducing Teachers, ſo flatly contrary to the Scriptures 
cited now, and others,®That no wan may deliver his brother, 
or mA agreement unto God for him : For it coſt more to ve 
deem their ſouls ; it coſt the bloud and death of our Saviour 
eſus. For our (ins being trefſpaſſes againſt the infinite Mz- 
zeſty of God, nonebut our Saviour, who is alſo of an infinite 
Majeſty, both God and Man, could make a juſt ſatisfaQion 
for them. Had a thouſand Benzets, Dominicks, &c. and ten 
thouſand thouſands more been ſacrificed on Crofles, all had 
been in vain, we ſhould alllie for ever in everlaſting flams, 
Theſe Scriptures are ſhut up from the eyes of poor blind- 
folded Papiſts. But, bleſſed are your eyes, for theyſee 5 and jom 
ears, for they hear : Mat.xijj.16. Youreyes, and your ears, 
ſee,read, and hear theſe Scriptures daily preached unto you. 
Hold faſt theſe, the words of Eternal Lite, which alone will 
makeyou wiſe unto ſalvation, and throughly furniſh you un- 
to all good Works, make youperfet without any Dodtrins 
of men, as you ſhall hear more particularly by and by, 
What then ? mult we Jay aſide all the Writings of the Ho- 
ly Fathers and DoQors of the Church, even in the pureſt 
times ? by no means: for they may be very helpful to usin 
expounding obſcure places of Scripture; for which ſeveral 
ſorts of learning are very uſeful, Firſt, The perfe& under- 
ſtanding of the Original Languages, in which the Scriptures 
were written, as the Hebrew, the Syriack ,*the Greek Langus- 
ges. Now many of the primitive Fathers were either born, 
or much educated where thoſe Languages were naturally 


ſpoken; 
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ceſsof time grow. out of uſe and very hard ta be y 


'priety and full ſignification of many words which weare 
*uch toleek in ; and cach Country Language hath ſeveral 
proverbial ſayings and ancient forms of ſpeech, which ip pro- 
nderſtood : 
thatvery few now are-able to underſtand old Chaucers 
Language, Engliſh being very muchaltered ſince. Secondly, 
Hiſtory and Geography are very neceſlary for the under- 
ſtanding of ſeveral pallages in Scripture, And- certainly 
thoſe primitive Fathers living near the times and places when 
and where our Saviour and the Apoſtles taught and aRed, 
may be able to inform us of ſeveral circumſtances, and give 


us great light in many. paſſages which otherwiſe we could 


not well underſtand. Thirdly, Where a paſſage of Scripture 
may have ſeveral ſignifications, and thereby makeit doubt- 
ful what 1s the more proper meaning of it there, thoſe pri- 
thitive Fathers can beſt tell us in what ſenſe it was received 


in the primitive Church; And ſurely in doubtful places eve- 


ry modeſt man will think it fit to incline ta thoſe primitive 
ly men, whoſe nearneſs to the Apoſtles gave them great 
opportunities of knowing the true ſenſe; and whoſe godly 
lives give us great aſſurance of their fidelity in-delivering tn- 
to us what ”Y received from their godly. Fore- <n wo 
ſome the very Diſciples of the Apoſtles. Several other rea- 
ſons might be added for-our regard and reverence to theſe 
rimitive Fathers in their 4 1tions of the dark or doubt- 
fu laces of Scripture, _ Yet I humbly conceive, nothing of 
all this is neceſſary to. underſtand thofe matters of Faith 
which are neceſſary to ſalvation, as, that God oreated and go- 
vetns the World,orthe Incarnation, Death, and Reſurre&ion 
of Chriſt, Theſe and ſuch neceſſary things are ſo plainly ſet 
down in Scripture, as that.men of ordinary capacity mayun- 
derſtand them without any comment of the Fathers. 
But what if any one or more yery learned and vey godly 


athers, 


* 1 « Sp 


Fathers, even ſuch as laid down their lives for the Faith; 
what if they teach mea Detrine, in which'the Seripture js 
wholly filent 2 ought Inot to believe in them?. To this] 
ſhall give you an anſwer from Tertuian, one of the firſt Chrj- 
ſtian Writers, wholived in the ſecond Century, about a hun- 
dred and fifty years after Chriſts Aſcenſion 3 He tells us in 
his Preſcriptions againſt Hereſies, that this was the rule among 
Chriſtians, That they were not to believe any thing, but that 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles had delivered unto them in 
the Scripture. Hoc prizs credimws, non eſſe quodultra credere 
debemws. And a little after ſets down a Creed, which very 
little varies from that which we have amongſt us, called the 
Apoſtles Creed. This, faith he, is our rule of Faith, and 
we believe, #ihil eſſe ultra quod credere debemws, That there 
1s nothing more for us to believe: for thisrule hereſet down 
is 4 compendium of all. I do notcitethis out of Tertaliap, as 
if I would prefcribe unto you from him what you are to be- 
heve by his authority : for he doth not tell us this as his 
own opinion, but only relates what was the belief and pra- 
ice of the Church in his primitive days, who was ſo near af- 
ter Chrift. And this Tertuian is generally believed by the 
Learned, - to be as faithful a Relater .as any ancient Writer 
whatſoever. And he was of ſo great a credit with that lear- 
ned and godly Father and Martyr of the Church, S. Cypriaz 
(who lived not many yearsafter TertuSian) that he always 
called him Maſter ; and daily read his Works, calling to his 
Servant, Da Magiſirum, give me my Maſters Book to read. 
Which ſhews he was of great credit, But Tertulian, after 
the diſcourſe Inow mentioned out of him, confirms what he 
had ſaid þy Scripture Authority(which is of far more weight 
than Tertal/;an and S. Cyprian both ) citing that place of 
S. PaxHto the Galatians, Chap. i. verſe 8. Though we ar an 
Hngel from Heaven preach” any other Goſpel unto you, than that 
which we have preached, let him be accurſed. Now you Aw. 
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How that the Original Greek, trom whence our Goſpel is 


tranſlated, hath this more-effeQual'to our' purpoſe; -zp's 
wy ſTeAozur * Which more exaitly in Exgliſbis rendred 
jus: If any man preach unto you any thing beſides what we 
we preached ; he doth not ſay, contrary to what we have 
reached, but beſides, which is the ſame in effe& as to ſay, 

y thing more. And Arivs Montanws,” a learned Papiſt 1n 
the Univerſity of Sevil in Spair, who tranſlated-the Greek 
New Teſtament word for word, ſets it down juſt as I have 
done umto you, preter quod Evangelizamus, belides what we 
have preached. S.Pav/ means, If they ſhall preach any more 
zsneceſfry to ſalvation: for this is to'make the Word of 
God of noeffe&, he having in hisholy Word given us-a rule 
of Faith for our ſalvation: and then for any one to ſay you 
muſt believe more, js ineffe& toſay, Gods Word is not ſuffi- 
cient. This is an accurſed ſaying, according to S.Panl, Now, 
ifneither $. Paxl, nor an Angel from Heaven had any Con- 
miſſion to preach any ting beſides what isalready ſet down 
in the Scripture, certainly we may ſhut up our ears to any 
one, or to all the Doors of the Church preaching un- 
to us anything more than what1s there contained. As for 
example, If they ſhall preach, 'tis neceflary to obey the 
Pope, to believe Purgatory, or the like things which are 
ET in Scriptures z let them beaccurſed, asS. Paul 
A ſecond Queſtion may be, what you are to do when any 


. Father or Fathers _—__ a place of Scripture contrary to 
e 


what you believe is the plain meaning of that place. Muſt you 
quit your Own ne and believe in them? This is juſt 
hke the Prophet -whom God ſent to Bethel with an expreſs 
command not to eat bread there : he hearkened afterward 
to the old lying Prophet, who pretending to have received a 
contrary meſſage fromGod diſſuaded him fromwhat God had 
commanded, for which he was ſlain by a Lion in his _— 
2 n 
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ce for their diſobedience, who forlake that which 
they verily believe is Gods-Command,; and: hearken to the 
Dodtrines of men. To this my Anſwer, I hall give you anos 
ther from a perſon of great Authority, S. Aſtin, a moſt em 
nent Door of the Church. In one of his Epiltlesto $,Jerow 
he gives a clear no in this caſe. Firſt, he tells us. that 
when he reads the Sp Fonpnnch ty entirely ſubmits his 
ownju t to them, and abſolutely believes every thing 
there to betrue, meerly becauſe it is contained there. Gody 
Word is truth, it cannot be otherwiſe ; therefore whether 
he underſtands itor no, yet ſtill -he believes it truth. But as 
for all other W ritets, he ſaith, Alios eutem ita lego, ut quante; 
libet ſan@itate dofritiique prepolicant; non ideo verum puiem, 
qiia ita ipſy ſenſerint, ſed quia mihi vel per illos autores canonicas, 
vel probabili ratione quod 4 vero non abhorreant, perſuadere po- 
tnerint ; Other Writers I ſo read, as that, be they ever ſohg. 
ly, everſo-learned; I do not therefore believe their opinion 
to be true, becauſe they thought {o, ' but ſo far only as they 
prove it true by Canonical Scripture, or by ſuch reaſons ag 
{cemnot'to. be contrary to the truth : And then tells S.e- 
rom thathe doubtsnot but he is of the ſame mind. And as 
my part, Tam fully of S. A»ſtins mind, apd farther, think it to 
be great impiety to be of another mind: which I (hall ſhew 
you by a familiar example. Put the caſe an authentick Book 
of the Laws of England, confirmed by Ad of Parliament, 
tells us, There isone King of Exgland, namely, Charles II. and 
that we muſt all obey him 3 who would not from hence un- 
doubtedly conclude, there is but one King, Charles II. whom 
we oughtto obey?But now cometwo orthreeeſteemed great 
Dottors of: the Law, and tell-us we are quite miſtaken in 
the meaning of the Law, which though it tells us there 1s one 
King, yet from hence it doth not follow but thatthere may 
be more than one 3 and we aſſure you, there are a hundred 
Kingy 


And ſurely all men have great reaſon toexpett the like ra 


— 


I-coford. 33 


< Wy —_—_— — —— — 


m0 the Biſhop af ;:H 


 Giogs whom we oitghs 0903; ereg not this very.ablurd 
ind contrary. to all reaſon, | that.theLaw. ſhould formally 
di unto; us there is one King, if there were a hun- 
,-or twenty, or two? +yet, forſboth, we mult quit our 
reaſon, and.believe. theſe Lawyers there area hundred. Were 
not. this. direRtly. to. believe theſe Lawyers rather than the 
Law 2. Fult Go, the Scripture, the Word of Gad, tells us, There 
i one[Mediator between God and man, the wanChriſt Jeſws,and 
that we ought to. preſent our ſupplications to God by him: 
from whence we undoubtedly conclude accarding to reaſon, 
that there is but one Mediator, But we meet with ſome great 
Dodtors of LR, who tell us, we are quite _ en; 
for| though the. Scripture name one, yet notwithſtandi 
| nprty, pores Mediators, Saintsand Angels, by O_ 
we ought to preſent our ſupplications, but ſhew us no other 
Scripture to make this good, yet require us to beheve it 
meerly becauſe they tell us fo, : were: not this to forſake 
Gods Word and believe in man ratherthan in God? which, 
Fay, is downright Idolatry. | 
For the better underſtanding this my aſſertion, I muſt ſhew 
uw what Faith is Divine and Humane: Divine Faith is the 
gift of God, ſaith $, Pasl, Eph. 1j. 8. a q'- infuſed into our 
mds by God, whereby we believe his hoaly'Word tobe ſo 
- tne, as that 'tis impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe ;: and 
thought ſeem contrary to our reaſon, yet it captivates our 
underſtanding in obedience to the faith, and makes us be- 
leve it meerly becauſe God faid it. Humane Faith is when 
we believe upon the autharity of another man, who tells us 
fach a thing, becauſe we believe bim an underſtanding and 
honeſt man; he will not cafily be miſtaken or deluded, nor 
will he tell alie. Yet we know the wile(t may be deceived, 
andthe trueſt may tell a lie. So that all humane belief till 
ofes a poſabulity atleaſt that n maynotbe true. Herein 
then ies the difference between Divuge Faith Gi 
at 


+. be woarsr weir + 22:f8d 2 * $24 2 {02 SR"; a = WR i ART” _ 


34 RT Thea tate. of 262408 at, 
That there is no poſſibility of untruth in. divine Faith.Theres 
fore we ſay that we believe ix God: we entirely ſubmit and 
captivate-our underſtanding to Gods Word; he is truth it 
ſelf; .But when/we ſpeak of man, we ſay that we believe man, 
not. that we belieyein man ; for this implies an impoſhbility 
of untruth in that+ man, and | we undoubtedly. believe the 
thing meer] ſe he ſpakeit, Such abelicfisdue only un- 
roGod, and is calle& Divine Faith, and is a ſupernatural gift 
of God unto us.. There is no ſuch thing in nature 3 the natural 
man ate not an pe - as neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiri cerned, 1 Cor 13.14. 

Having Ro, ae you what Divine 4 Humane Faith 
ts, I comenow tothe bufine(s of Idolatry. Tfay then, To be- 
lieve in. man, that is, to believe any thing to beinfallibly true 
meerly becauſe ſuch a man ſaid it, and to venture your falva- 
tion on it, is direQtly Idolatry,” yea, though an Angel aid it, 
For im (o believing in man or Angel, you make him God ;.1 
mean, you worſhip him as God: yea,it is the greateſt —__ 
you can performs for you give him the principal and & 
worſhip of God. To offer Incenſe,to ſacrifice Rams and Bulls, 
ts-nothing to this Idolatry : nay, to ſacrifice your own boo 
to:man is much inferiour to it, for 'tis but ſacrificing ſo m 
dirt. One ſoul is worth an hundred bodies of Beaſtsor Men; 
and therefore to ſacrifice FR ſoul, and your reaſon, the 
principal higheſt faculty of your ſoul, to captivate your un- 
derſtandingin obedience to faith in man, is the higheſt a& of 
Divine Worſhip 3 and cenſequently. to give this to man, is 
moſt abominable Idolatry. And contrariwiſe, to worſhip 
God with our ſoul, -and captivate our underſtanding in obe- 
So to faith-in __, 18 me no acceptable __ we cal 
poſhibly perform ; this is the juſtifying a&, the ſaving grace; 
this alone acquires Heaven T na 4 this x. Shole 
World. cannot purchaſe it : Without this faith 'tis impoſſible 
to pleaſe God, Heb. xj.6.. and with this Abraham fo Pan 
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35 
66g; as that God thereupon promiſed 'to multiply his ſeed as 
Farr of Heaven, and 2 oh ſand which is ns; 34 Crwhe 
that all the Nations of the World zo” be bleſſed in bim, 
Gen.xxi3.17,18. I hope you are now fully ſatisfied,that to be- 
lieve in any man, ever ſo learned, ever fo holy, is great Ido- 
ktry 3 for 'therein you make him God. God hath three 
zeculiar Attributes, Unws, Verus, Bonus 3 God is one, God 
wtrue, God is good. Our Saviour'queſtioned that man 
that called him good, Why calleſt thou me good! there is none 
d but one, that is God. Mark x. 17,18. As if he had ſaid; 
hy calleſt thou me good ! Doſt thou believe me to be 
d 2 otherwiſe thou oughtſt not to callime good. - So we 
may ſay, Why call you this man true 2: Doyou believe him 
God? for there is none” true but God: no man 
true; ſo true, but he may be deceived or falſe. And there- 
fore the Plalmiſt faith, AZ mer are liars ; that is, all men have 
by nature the vice of falſhood in them, as. well as other yi- 
ces: and ſo 'tis not only poſitble, but probable alfo that -any 
man may tell a lie,” if God give him-not the grace of truth. 
Much more is it poſſible and probable for any man to be 
deceived and ſpeak a falſhood, though heintend it not. God 
only & perfefly truez he can neither deceive nor be de- 
ceived. | 


> /Butnow perchance youthink to wave this Idolatry which 
Fhave laid to your charge, oy anſwering, that you do'not 
believein the Fathers of the Church, as you believe in God; 
you do not worſhip them with divine faith. Say you ſo? 
whatthen 2 with humane faith only * Why then I am ſure 


by humane faith. ſhall never fave = 3 you were asgo0od 
fe 


it by : we are ſaved only by divine faith , not of our 
ves, it is the gift of God. | . 
But whatif your Saints in whom you believe, work mira» 
cles? then you will fay you may believe in them with adivine 
and ſaving faith, their miracles being wrought by the own 
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of Godto confirm the Doctrine ; for we baveno other aſſs 
rance of the DoQrine' delivered by the Apoltles; but them 
races which they wroughtin contirmatian of it." Excufe me, 
for hereiri. you are foully miſtaken; -we have 'our: $aviaury 
comimand-given them to-preach the Goſpel to all the Warlg; 
and we have his'promiſe madeto them, - that he would (end 
the Holy Ghoſt unto them to. lead_them- into; all truth 
which we areafllured-did defcendupontthem, working mira» 
culouſly m divers and furidry manners. Wherefore to ſpeak 
properly, weſay, That we do not believe in the Apoſtles, 
but 49 6 ben in God the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking to us þy the 
Apoſtles. And which is yet more, our Saviour himſelf, which 
was both God and Man; yethe doth noe requireus to bglieve 
m him as Man, but asGod ; aſſuring us fo, Foh. vitj. 28: 1] dy 
pr maculy er ſelf, but as my Father hath tanght me, I ſþrak theſe 
things. And again, xij. 49- 1 have 208 ſpoken of my ſelf, but 
Father which jent me, be gave. me a commandment what Ifbenld 
ſay;and what T fhould ſpeak, By which we arc fully inſtructed; 
- that wearenot'to|beheve'in any manliving, but boly in God 
ſpeaking tous by man: and therefore we are not to give 
divine Faith tothe DodErine.of any man, the greateſt Saint 
that ever-was, unleſs we areas fully aſſured that he hath God 
the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in him, aswe are thathe ſpake tous 
by the Apoſtles. '/ And certainly. we have no fuch affurehce 
of any man firce the Apoſtles ; no ſpecial command. given 
by Chriſt to preach any new Goſpel; no promi of. the 
Holy Ghoſt to lead them into all truth; no viſible deſceny 
fion of the Holy Ghoſt m after-Ages;3 no gift: of Tongues, 
nor-Prophefie.'  Butie maybe, _ \—_ it at the;endof 
S. Mathews Gatpet, where Choi ſends:the!/ Apoſtles e9 
preach, and ſays, Lo I an with you always, even wnto the endef 
the world; - this promiſe muſt be intended. to the Apoſtles 
ſucceſſors alſo, the Fathers of the Church, that Chriſt would 
be; with; them 'tothe/ end of the World:; An 
them- 
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* themſelves were not to continue to the end of the World, 
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but their ſucceſſors. All this I grant, that Chriſt will be with 
the-Fathers of the Church, the ſucceſfors of the Apoſtles 
to-the end. of the World,, who ſucceed the Apoſtles in 
their Doarine as well-as in Office, Chriſt will bleſs them and 

ofper that Dofrine unto the end of the World. Where- 
5 I pray you-gonlider the whole context of that place,vers 
19,20. Go ye Nw and teach all Nations, baptizing then 
in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have comman- 
ded you : and lo, I am with you always even unto the end of 
the World. So long as you teach the things T have comman- 
ded you,ſolong I am with you,even to theend of the world. 
The promiſe then of being with them tothe end ofthe world 
is conditional, vis. if they teach the things that Chriſt hath 
commanded either by himſelf or by his Apoſtles, who were 
qaced by his Spirit, all which commands of Chriſt and his 

poſtles are delivered unto us in the Scriptures. On this 


- condition the promiſe was made, in teaching the things com- 


manded , and not otherwiſe. What is this to teaching of 
new Dodtrine not commanded by Chriſt, not contained in 
$cripture 2 Not ane tittle of promiſe made for that, nor an 

commiſſion given to teach new Dodrines, but rather a curſe 
for the perſon teaching any other Goſpel than what was al- 
ready preached, be he nian on Earth, or Angel from Heaven, 
Gal.1.8. Why? becauſe the Doctrine preacht by Chriſt and 
his Apoſthes was compleat for our ſalvation. And therefore we 
do-not find that any one of theancient Holy Fathers doth pre- 
tend to any ſuch infallible guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
thereby require-ſubmiſtion and obedience to his Dorine, 
but rather declares quite contrary, asT have newly mentio- 
ned unto you out of S. Aſtizz, one of the four principal Do- 
Qors of the Church 3 who gives us a general rule, Not to 


give any aſſured belicf to any the moſt-learned and moſt 
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holy Fathers farther than they can prove their Dodtrine 
Scriptures ; that is our compleat rule of Faith. Isit not thena 
ſtrange, diſobedient,wilful,blind ſubmiſhon to their 
exprelly contrary to the rule of Faith given by themſelves? 
And great reaſon had S. Aſtin -to give us this rule, when 
he had found, as he expreſſes inanother place, thatS. Cypriay 
a preceding Father of the Church, moſt eminent tor learning 
and ſanity, who laid down his life for the Faith 3 this great 
Door, Saint, and Martyr, taught and maintained an errour 
even unto death : which errour of his was condemned atter- 
' wards by the whole Chriſtian Church. And not only $.(- 
priax, but all the great Biſhops of Africa joined with himin 
this error. And long before S.Cyprian, Papias Biſhop of Hiers- 
poli, whom that famous Biſhop of Lyons, Irenevs, affirms to 
have been a Diſciple 'of S. John the Evangeliſt, (and very 
probably he might be ſo, tor S. John: died in the hundred 
and ſecond year of our Lord, and Papias was then a Paſtor 
of thayChurch. ) He taught, if not (as moſt ancient 
Writers conceive) the errour of the Chiliaſts , That Chriſt 
fhould come again to reign here on-earth a thouſand year, 
Trenexs Biſhop of Lyons mentioned before, learned this er- 
rour of him, and did propagate it farther, - till at lengthit 
infetted moſt Writers ofthat Age. And this Irenexs himſelf 
was the Diſciple of S. Polycarpns, and Polycarprs the Diſcipk 
of S. John : and therefore 'twas no wonder that this errour 
wastaken up by many Doctors of the Church, having two 
fach famous men the Authors of it. Yet this errour was not 
after rejected by the whole Chriſtian Church.Good rea- 
fon then had S. Arftiz to give us that rule, not to ſubſcribe to 
any Doarine of the Fathers, but ſuch as they proved by ho- 
-by Scriptures. And it was a ſeaſonable caution to future 
Ages againſt his own Doarine ; for he himſelf taught the 
errour, that it was neceffary to adminiſter the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper to Infants : and this was an opinion yw 
rauy 
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ally believed in the Chriſtian Church for many. years, 
though afterwards, and to this day concluded a grols exrour. 
| And I beg leave to ſay this as true as free, That whoever 

zeads. the Doctors and Fathers of the Church Writings of 

the erroneous cuſtoms generally practiſed in their times, but 

afterwards rejected by the whole Chriſtian Church (as well 

by the Papiſts as others) ſhall find theſe Fathers as zealouſly 

maintaining by forced arguments and wreſted Scriptures 

thoſe their erroneous cuſtoms, as the ſoundeſt truths. God 

is my record, I ſay not this out of any reproach to them, 

whereof many have been great Champions for the funda- 

mental truths, and: great examples and leadersto piety and 

godly life: but I fay it only to prevent eur being led into 

errours by their authority, who though they were very lear- 

ned and godly men, yet (till were men, and being men were 

ſubje& to error : and for this cauſe no aſſurance can be had 

in the word of man alone, butof him only who was God and 

Man, for God only is truth. | 

:-rAndasfor the miracles pretended to be wrought by the 

Fathers of the Church in confirmation of their DoGrine: I 

anſwer ; Firſt, We find in no authentick Author any miracles 

wrought by the prime and principal Fathers ofthe Church 

in confirmation of any Dodrine taught by them, S. Cyprian, 

S. Ambroſe, S. Jerome, S. Auſtin, $.Chryſoſton, $,Gregory Nazian- 

ze, and fuch like. Secondly, For the pretended Fathers of 

the Church 4n later Ages, and Mothers alfo, it is ſufficiently 

known what groſs and ridiculous Impoſtures bave been in 

later Ages noiſed abroad for great miracles. Our learned 

Dr.Stilbnefice bath ſufficiently ſet them- forth in their pro- - 

per colours. Theſe fine devices began about the fix hun- 

dredth year after Chriſt, and in a few years after they grew 

as familiar as jugling feats, eſpecially in the Female Sex, of 

whom I find COD wrought them inthe Apoſtles days, 


when true miracles were frequent among men; and when 
G 2 there 
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there were women certainly as holy as any whatſoever in fi 
ture Ages. We donot find that the bleſſed Virgin: her (elf 
ever wrought any miracle, though now the Papiſts will tell 
you of a thouſand wrought daily by ſeveral images of hers, 
But this we know, that in the latter days lying wonders ſhall 
be wrought to deceive, if it were poſhble, the very Ele; 
and we alſo know, that whatever ſeeming miracle is wrought 
contrary to the Word of God, isa lying wonder; for Gods 
word is truth, and all liars that ſpeak againſt that. But theſe 
miracles which they pretend to be wrought at the Images of 
the bleſſed Virgin and other Saints, are apparently contrary 
to the Word of God, which commands us not to bow down 
to, nor worfhip -: Images; and confequently theſe muſt 
needs be lying wonders wrought to deceiye the people, who 
are thereby induced to worftip thoſe images, and do dail 
viſit them and proſtrate themſelves before them with as hers 
reverence and devotion as if Chriſt himſelf were there pre- 
ſent, This is fully known to every man that hath travelled 
thoſe parts. But the Popiſh Prieſts here (ſurely aſhamed of 
their own Devotions )- will boldly deny it : and finding us 
too-{trongly fortified with Scripture truth to be ſeduced by 
their ſuppofititious Saints, with their Ying wonders, and too 
quick-ſighted to be catched with ſuch ſtalking Horſes, they 
come upon us with a whole Army of the rev ge 4 
the Univerſal Catholick Church, ( meaning the—Romifb 
Church, falſly ſo called) yea, and-backed with Scripture too, 
and ſo fight us at our own weapon :- and thence thunder 
out irrefiſtible Canon-ſhot : He that will not hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as an Heatben man and a Publican, Matt. 
2VII).1 7. 

Beloved; my time would fail me ſhould Inow engage in a 
freſh battel; I ſhall therefore refer this to another time, and 
for the preſent add onely a few words of direftion for thoſe 


who-take comfort. in reading the Scripture, and deſire toim- 
prove 


Ser 1; } ak 


"" Sertn. ll, the Biſhop of Hereford. 41 
Fove their knowledge therein, but meet with many obſcure 
and difficult places which exceed their capacity 3 in which 
they would gladly be farther inſtructed. To this Ianſwer, firſt, 
That I conceive it fit to adviſe with ſome learned, orthodox, 
ſober and godly Divine, ifthey have any ſuch in their Neigh- 
bourhood 3 for give me leaveto ſay, men ſo compleatly qua- 
lified are not every where to be found in theſe unfortunate 
days : But if they can find any ſuch, let them deſire his afli- 
ſtance; and if this godly perſon can by other plain places of 
Seripture and clear reaſon make the ſenſe of that doubtful 
placeevidentto his underſtanding, then he may well conclude 
that to be the true meaning of the Holy Ghoſt. But if this 
godly Counſellor makes uſe of any humane authority, that is, 
- any one or many Fathersof the Church, or Councils, or the 
like, to make good his expoſition, and cannot do it by clear 
races of Scripture,or ſuch circumſtancesas make that doubt- 
place clear to your underſtanding, but require you to ſub- 
 mitmeerlyto their Authority, then you are to afford him no 
more than a human belief, which helps you nothing forward 
toyour ſalvation, for that wholly depends on divine faith and 
belief in God, not in man, as I have ſhewed you.. And as for 
the doubtful places, paſs them over as doubtful, and the cleax 
knowledge thereofnot neceflary to your ſalvation : God re- 
quires of no man beyond the talent which he hath given 
him; and in his infinite goodneſs hath fo provided, that 
all things neceſlary for A pr. may be underſtood of all. 
What can be more plainly ſet forth to common underſtand- 
iog than it is in Scripture,” Fhat there is one God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth ; one Saviour Jeſ#s Chriſt the Son of God, 
who died for all men, roſe again the third day, aſcended into 
Heayen, and ſhall come again at: the laſt day-to judge and 
reward every man according-to hisdeeds 2 And then Pr Sa 
craments of Baptiſm and the Lords Supper and ſuch like 
neceſlary things, they are allo plainly fet forth in Scripture, 
even 
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even to-yulgar underſtandin And laſtly, for our. colurſe 
of life, what can be more plainly prohibited than Fornicg- 
tion, Adultery,all Laſciviouſneſs, Murther, Striking, Railing, 
Couſening ? What can be:more plainly commanded than to 
do Juſtice, ſhew Mercy, Charity, &c. and in ſum, todo unto 
all men as we would have them do unto us ? Now whoſo- 
ever ſhall believe and praiſe all theſe plairythings, my ſoul 
for his he ſhall never myſs of his ſalvation, though he miſs the 
underſtanding of a h places of Scripture; many where- 
ofthemolt learned underftand very little better, though they 
can talk more of them. When our Saviour repreſents unto 
us the great Judgment day, Matt. xxv. he doth not call 

to his right hand, becauſe they underſtood theſe and th 
dark places in Scripture; nor curſe any on his left hand 
* becauſe they underſtood them not : but the whole Judg- 
ment d on doing or not doing. Come ye bleſſed, for je 
have fed the hungry, cloathed the naked, &c. and go ye cnila Jo 
Je have not done ſo. Wherefore the queſtion in the Goſpel is, 
Good Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eternal life ? and our 
Saviours anſwer is, This do, and thon ſhalt live. And S. Pal 
tells us, though we underſtood all Myſteries, yet this profit- 
eth not without Charity. Charity and the deeds thereof, 
with a firm belief of ſo much of Scripture as God enables us 
to underſtand, would undoubtedly bring us to Chriſts right 
hand in that great day. Were but our practice according to 
the meaſure of our knowledge, it would be happy for us: 
but hence comes our miſery, that in ſtead of practifing what 
we underſtand, we fall to diſputing of that we underſtand 
not; and ſo we grow into Paflion, from Paſhon into Faction, 
from FaQtion into Schiſms and Hereſies. Were our paſſion laid 
alide, there would be no necd of laying afide the Scriptures, 
bat we ſhould read them to our liGration 3 Whereas we 
now read them to our deſtruction. and confuſion : and thus 
the Word of eternal life becomes unto us the favour of death 
unto 
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unto death. Wherefore my beloved, when you take 
the Scriptures into your to read, let your main inten- 
| Sage to-obſerve the inſtructionsthere given for your beha- 
riour and courſe of life, and then labour to ſtir up your af- 
feaion and deſire to praGtiſe it. As for mattersof belief , as 
much as is neceſſary will quickly be attained : but for pra- 
Qice, that will require the whole ſtudy of a mans life. Nei- 
ther doth this conſiſt ſo much in reading as in meditating on 
whit we do read, and ſtriving to ſubdue our hearts in obe» - 
dience to it, and =—_ up alſo ſhort, but fervent ejacula- 
tions to Almighty God for the powerful affiſtance of his Ho- 
ly Spirit to enable us to perform 5 that is the end of all, to 
rm, This do, «nd thou ſhalt live. Andif wethus read the 
iptures, they will be unto us as the words of Eternal Life, 


andthe power of God to our falvation. - Which God of his 
infinite mercy grant. $ 


/ 


my ————} 2 I 
ma 
WW. . » 
= 


a 


* . m-_——_— . " i v was F ds ect A 
. - »WJ $, P ah 4 £3 . Q 4 
pR « ap ET 'Iu {> 8 we Rs | w F- "RE: ” dei 

” "5 : | ' 


'On Joun v. Perſe 29. 
Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have Eterndl Life. 


He faſt thing we were upon in handling this Text 
was, That the Scriptures wherein we fay we 
| have Eternal Life, tell us that we are to hear 

| the Church , And he. that will not hear the Church, 
tet him be unto thee as a Heathen man and a Publican. Mat. 
xViij. 17. Here ſay the Papiſts, we have a plain, eaſe, and 
ſafe ruleto guide all in matters of Faith, beth learned and 
unlearned : this cuts off all diſputes, and/prevents all errors, 
Hear the Church, what the Church believes we muſt believe, 
and if we will not hear the Church we are Hereticks, 
Heathens. If this be the fafe and onely way to Heaven, 
what man inhis right wits would not take this ſafe and ea 
fie way? Doubtleſs a very eafie way,and truly I think that is 
the reaſon why many 1o much incline to 1t : moſt men 
love an calie way to Heaven , andfew are found willing to 
take much pains for it. And thoſe few that are con- 
ſcientious in their way, are often ſcrupulous alſo and fear- 
ful, and being wearied with anxieties and diſputes, in their 
melancholy moods may be willing to lie down on this ſpe- 
cious Bank, not conſidering Latet angujs in Herba, the 
lurking Adder that there lies concealed. For certainly 
this way is as dangerous as eafie, far from ſafe. Can 
* any man think 1t a ſafe way to forſake the God of Truth 
and his Holy Word, and hearken to vain erroneous men 
and their Do&rines, whereof our Saviour bids us beware! 
No, Let God be. true, and every man a Liar, Rom. I 4 
| ut 
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But you will lay, whatFhe Papilts here urge is not the Do” 
&rine of men, but n__— " God, Hes, the Church, 1 
grant 'tis the Word of God, but ſtrangely abuſed by the in- 
terpretation of men, and wreſted very'far from the clear 
meaning of the Text, as I ſhall now ſhew you. 
+ Look, I pray you, a few verſes before, and ſee what is the 
buſineſs here treated of,and to what this ſaying relates.V.15. 
If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone : if he ſhall hear thee,thou haſt gained 
thy Brotker. V. 16. But if he will not hear thee, thin take with 
thee one or two.more, that in the month of two or three witneſſes 
every word wy be eſtabliſhed. V.17. And if he ſtall negle& to 
hear them, tell it unto the Church : but if he negle@ to hear the 
Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 
I beſeech you what is this to our purpoſe? to the determi- 
nation in matters of Faith ? Are treſpaſles matters of Faith ? 
No, but they will prove from hence by neceſſary conſe- 
uence, That if you are to hear the Church in matters of 
fa, ſuch as treſpaſſes, much*more are you to hear the 
Church ih matters of faith. They will prove? I thought 
we had laid alideall proofs and conſequences: for they pro- 
duce this Text as a clear evident rule to cut off all doubts 
and diſputes, a plain and ſafe way for all men learned and 
unlearned, _ What 1s propoſed as a plain rule to clear. all 
doubts and determine all controverſies, ought in it ſelf to be 
asclear as the Sun ; ſo that whoſoever is not ſtark blind muſt 
needs ſee it : and then doubtleſs I am ſtark blind, for I cannot 
ſe one word here tending to matters of faith. But they 
will argue thus, If we are to hear the- Church in temporal 
matters, much more in ſpiritual matters : for the Church be- 
ing a ſpiritual body, hath more to do in fpirituals than tem- 
porals. As blind as I am, I plainly fee as groſsa miſtake here 
In the word Church, as before in the word Treſpaſles. Did 
aot I fully ſhew you the other day; that this word &anoim 
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mthe Text, which we in Ergl;þ tyfhſlate Church, never i 
Scripture ſignifies the Clergy, but the Congregation of the 
people, the aſſembly of the faithful, though we in Eglifh uſe 
the word Church very variouſly, which 1s often the cauſe of 

reat miſtakes :. and therefore I pray you remember it well, 
that in Scripture it ſtill ſignifies the Congregation of the 
People, and would the Papilts have the Congregation of 
the People be our Infallible Guide to give rules of Faith and 
determine all controverſies? If fo, I ſeea ſure and fatal con- 
ſequence to their Infallible Head the Pope 3 he and his triple 
Crown would ſoon be tumbled from his Throne to the 
ground, and all his power under foot. But put the caſe we 
would take the word Church here for the Clergy, as the 
Papiſts would have us : yet this gives no commutſion far- 
ther than to determine treſpaſſes. And as for their conſe- 
quences, 'tis very abſurd to infer, that becauſe God leaves 
unto men to determin the ſmall matters of this world, there- 
fore men may determine matters of that infinite weight as the 
eternal ſalvation of Souls. For though the Church (that is, 
the Congregation ) ſhould make a wrong I_—= in the 
caſe; yet the party ſuffering may, if he pleaſe, make great ad- 
vantage by it ; for by patient ſuffering the loſs for peate 
fake, as God hath required, he ſhall gain a hundred fold in 
Heaven : but the party that forſakes Gods Word, and hear- 
kens to the wrong determination in matters of Faith, ſhall 
ſaffer a hundred fold damage in Hell. This therefore God 
reſerves to himſelf and his Holy Word, unto which we are 
not to add any thing, nor ſubtra&-from it, under a ſevere 
penalty there declared. * Wherefore we mult take this Text 
as it lies without any hvman addition, and ſo 'tis evident 
that it contains nothing but the determination of matters of 
treſpaſs between Neighbours 3. of which our Saviour would 
have the offender privately admoniſht, .and if no amend- 
ment;then appeal to the Congregation m publick. Not one 
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word here concerning matters of Faith. And thus, deloveds 
you ſee what a vain empty ſound this great clamour is which 
the Papſts make of this Text, Heay ye the Church, and who- 
ever will not hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man ard a publican. Every part of it molt groſly miſtaken 
and wreſted from the true meaning : -matters of fact, ſuch as 
treſpaſſes and injuries, wreſted to: matters of Faith : the 
word Church wreſted from the Congregation to the Cler- 
gy, — to the whole current of Scripture. Wherefore, 
my beloved, you ſee how neceſlary it is for you to follow 
this counſel of our Saviour, and ſearch the Scriptures; and 
adviſe alſo with the more learned Paſtors of our Church to 
arm you againſt theſe ſeducing teachers. I hope this Text 
is ſufficiently cleared, and ſo I paſs unto another. 

1 Tim. iti. 1 Fo There 'tis ſaid, The Church js the Pillar and 
yround of truth : This Scripture (ſay the Papilts ) plainly 
relates to matters of Faith, for truth is the obje& of our 
Faithz we readily grant it. What then? Why then we are 
to hold faſt to the Faittrof the Church, for that is the Pillar 
of truth, ergo ſhe cannoterr. This is another of their feined 
conſequences, far from the meaning of the Text : let us 
then peruſe the Text it ſelf with the circumſtances there ſet 
down, as we did the former, and you will not find any ſuch 
thing here as the Papiſts pretend. That thou mayſt krow'bow 
thou onghteſt to behave'thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which is the 
Church of the living God, thF pillar and ground of truth. Firſt, 
That thou mayeſt know how thou onghteſt to behave thy ſelf in 
the houſe of God. There is nothing more frequent in 'Scri- 
pture than toſet the word Houſe for the People : the Houſe 
of Iſrael for the people hundreds of times. And ſo Moſes was 
faithful in all bis houſe, Heb. iti. 2. that is, among all his peo- 
ple. And ſo 1 Pet. ii. 5. tells the Chriſtians, That as living 
ſtones they are built up a ſpiritual houſe to God. And again, 
. 17. If judgment begin at the _ of God, that is, the pow 
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ple of God. Wherefore here, Behave thy ſelf in the houſe 
of God, ſignifies the houſhold, the people of God. That 
place where a mans dwells is commonly called his houſe > 
and God being ſaid to dwell among his people, 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
I. will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people :. therefore the people are 
called the houſe of God. Next follows, Which is the Church 
of the living God, that is, the Congregation of the living 
God :. for 'tis the ſame word &x2yoz, which T ſhewed you, 
always 1n Scripture ſignifies the Congregation. Now I pray 
you put this together, that thou mayeſt know how to be- 
have thy ſelf among the people of God, which is the Con- 
greqarion of.the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth : This laſt part-of the verſe, the pillar and ground of the 
truth, 1s metaphorical and may be interpreted ſeveral ways 
according to ſeveral mens apprehenſions. - But in the firſt 
place, I conceive all muſt grant, that no metaphorical ſayin 
can be a clear, evident and general rule to explain an 
determm other ſentences, but rather in it ſelf needs an expo- 
ſition. But however you take this place, it 1s evident that 
the Papiſts from hence can never have any proof for the in- 
fallibility of their Church, as they would have it: for S. Paul 
calls the Congregation of the people, the pillar and ground 
of the truth.: But to: ſhew you how little this Text will 
ſerve their turn 3 though &xxayore never in Scripture. (ig- 
nifies the Clergy, yet for their greater conviction, let it vals 
The Clergy. are here called the pillar and ground of truth: 
What then ?, Why then the aſſembly of the Clergy mult be 
infallible. . Hold there, I beſeech you : Why ? can truth be 
fallible ? no certainly, but the pillar of _—_ may fail : the 
pillar may decay and go-to ruin, but the truth of God endy- 
reth for ever, 1 Pet.1.23. What then is meant by theſe words, 
The pillar and ground of the truth ? I will ſhew you. 
I ſuppoſe you-have ſeen pillars ſet up in bigh ways at the 
meeting 


4 Serm. II. the Biſhop of Hereford. + 49: 


meeting of ſeveral ways together, and inſcriptions written 
onthe ſeveral ſides of the pillars, This way leads to ſuch a 
aces That way leadsto that place : ſome pillars have arms 
mthem, and hands pointing to the ways. The pillar is only 
that which bears the inſcription, 'tis the inſcription that 
ives you the true information which is the way. Now 
St. Paul (faith, Row. thi. 2. ſpeaking of the people of the 
Jews, and the great advantage they had over other Nati- 
ons, For unto them were committed the Oracles of God. And 
ſo $. Stephez, Adts vii. 38. tells his brethren the Jems, that 
their fathers received the Oracles of God,to give unto ws :.S0 we 
may ſay of the Chriſtians to their great honour and advan- 
tage aboveall other people in the world, Tothem were com- 
mitted the Oracles of God, the Holy Scriptures,to give unto 
us. As then of old the people of the Jews were peculiarly 
the people of God, the houſe of God, which was then the 
- Church of the living God,the pillar and ground of the truth, 
and they bare the Oracles of God, the Holy Scriptures :. So 
St. Paul now calleth the Chriſtians the peculiar people of 
God, the houſe of God, which is the Church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the.truth ; for they now bear 
the Oracles of God, the Holy Scriptures, the word of truth, 
teaching us thetrue and perfe&t way to the Heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem. This my expoſition4s (trongly backed and confirmed by 
another Text of Scripture, which is accounted by. all men 
the belt way of expounding Scripture. Rev. i. 20. The ſe- 
ven Churchesor Congregations are ſet forth by ſeven golden 
Candleſticks : and Ky Coe candleſticks.give no light of 
themſelves, but only hold the candles which give the light: 
ſo the Churches are to hold forth; Chriſt; heis thelight of the 
world, and his Doctrine contained in the Scriptures ; they 
givethe light, they teach us the way to Eternal Life. As inthe 
former place, the pillars bear and hold forth the inſcriptions 
the Oracles of God : ſo here the Candleſticks hold forth the 
H 3 light 
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light of Gods Holy Word ; thisteacherh us the way, herein 
lies the infallible truth; not in the Church, the Conpregs 
tion, that confiſts of fallible men: Gods Word is truth, all 
men are liers. And as the Jews, people and Prieſts alſo er- 
red, and ſo groſly erred as to become Idolaters, yet the Ors- 
cles they bare never erred: ſo we may too truly myts the 
proud boaſtivg Papilts, their whole Church, Pope, Prince, 
People have and doall err, and ſo grofly erras to be guilty 
of great Idolatry, worſhipping and praying, and thereby gt- 
ving Gods glory toSaints and Angels, to Piftures and Images, 
This is moſt rationally and pam wx tew by Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, now the Reverend Dean of S. Pearls, and moſt prat- 
cally and palpably ſhewed in a fmall Book, Intitled, A Let- 
ter to a Friend concerning Popiſh Idolatry; which in one houts 
reading fully declares it. Of which Letter I will fay onl 
this; That I am ſure all there ſet down is truth ; for wi 
my own eyes [I have ſeen all, having lived many years abroat 
them. But I'grant they are not all practiſed herein 
England, for two reaſons. Firſt, They would be aſhamed 
to {et up Piftures and Images here publickly to worſhip in 
the face of the Goſpel-Sunſhine, where very Children would 
deride them. And ſecondly, the Laws and Government 
would not ſuffer them. Wherefore to conclude this point, 
whoever reads the Goſpel, and by that examines the Do- 
arines of the Romiſh Church,ſhall ſee that ſhe is not the infal- 
lible Church ſhe is pretended to be, as plainly as you ſee the 
Moon is not the Sun : you will diſcover ſuch foul black ſpots 
in her face, as may aſſure you, ſhes not that beautiful belo- 
ved Spouſe fet forth in the Canticles : for ſhe hath fo foul) 
erred againſt the truth of the Goſpel in ſeveral things, whi 
F have formerly laid before you,as makes it moſt evident that 
ſhe is neither truth, nor ſo much as the pillar of truth, but 
the pillar of error, ſtifly maimaining ſeveral errors : and 
,doth not ſo much as hold forth the Goſpel of truth to wy 
t 
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the people the way to Heaven, but ſhuts it up from the peo- 
ple; that ſhe may lead them blindfold'imo errar. * And fo 
much be ſpoken concerning this Text, The Church is the pillar 
and ground of the truth, 1t any man can give a brtter ex 
fition of this Tex, I ſhall be glad to learn it of him; but [ 
am ſure che Papiſts have not yet; byall that ever I ſaw or 
heard of. 

They bring us another Text much like this, Matth.the laſt 
Chapter : -where Chriſt ſends forth his Diſciples to teach all 
Nations, promiſing tobe with them in teaching unto the end 
of the world. This TextT fully anſwered in my laſt Sermon. 
Moreover, theſe words being ſpoken by our Saviour to all 
the Apoſtles in general, a their Succeſſors, of neceflity 
gives equal Commiſſion to them all ; and therefore makes. 
more againſt the ſuperiority of the Roxriſb Church than for 
it: for by this all Churches planted by other Apoſtles have. 
the ſame promile. . . 

The Papiſts therefore *'have one Scripture more whic 
they urge particularly for their Church ; but 1t hath been 
b oft difputed, and fo fully confated by whole Volumes of 
our Writers, as a man would wonder to ſee them like Cats 
knockt down and quite dead in all appearance, yet riſe up 

m with this Text m their months. - It is this, Thoxz zrt 

er, and upon this rock, will | build my Chnrch : and the 
getes of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, Matt. xvi. 18. As to 
this, I ſhall give you the heads only of ſeveral anſwers as 
painly and briefly as may be for your more cafte remem- 

ance. ButT pray you ſtill remember what we are fearch-. 


Scripture for, and that is a plain caſte rule to determine 
doubts that may ariſe in matters of Faith. And certainly 
this Text is not ſuch, but as far or farther from that than 
the former, for 'tis a figurative ſpeech all along 3 it ſpeaks 
of building on a rock,*and the gates of Hell; of bmding and 
boling 3: almoſt'every word a figare : and the greateſt = 
arss 
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tors and Fathers of the Church have diſputed very varioufe 
ly abouf tt 3 the Papiſts cannot deny it : and therefore this 
cannot be a plain eaſe rule to clear doubtful matters, it be- 


ing ſo doubtful in it ſelf. - Let us now hear what'the Text. 
it (elf ſaith, Thow art Peter, 'and _ this rock I will build wy 


Church : and the gates of hel not prevail againgt it. I; 
here any one word, that the Church ſhall be infallible and 
cannot err ? The gates of Hell ſhall'not prevail againſt the 
Chyrch, therefore, ſay they, - ſhe cannot err. The verieſt 

dunce in the Univerſity would be aſhamed to make ſuch ri- 

diculons conſequences. Put the caſe God had promiſed the 

King of Exgland, that the Freych King ſhould not prevail 
againſt him ; muſt it therefore follow that 'tis impoſſible the 

French King ſhould ſet foot upon Exgliſh ground or kill any 

one of our Kings Subjects, or take any of his Ships ? Rare 

nonſence ! Many Princes after ſeveral battels loſt, much of 

their Country invaded, yet have prevailed and driven out 

the Enemy : many @ man after ſeveral wounds received, 
hath prevailed and killed his Adverſary.Let then the Papiſts 

-go and learn what that means, The ſeed of the woman ſhil 
bt e thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel, Gen. iii. 15. The 

ſeed of the Woman cruſhed thethead of Satan and prevall- 

ed againſt the gates of Hell, though the Prince thereof brut- 

ſed and wounded him in the heel. Many errors and Herelies 

have bruiſed and wounded the Church, yet have not pre- 

'vailed to deſtroy it ; the vitals, the fundamentals have ſtill 
been wary That profeſſion of Peter whereon Chriſt 

_built his Church, was, Thox art Chriſt the Son of the Jiving 
God, , Thisfaith hath ſtill been preſerved in the Church, the 

tes of Hell never could prevail againſt it. This is all our 

- Saviour here promiſed, and this he hath ever to this day 
made good, and will aſſuredly make good to the end of the 

world. But put the caſe theſe words, The gates of Hell ſhal 

not prevail againſt the Church, did imply ſome infallibility 

. promiſed 
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promiſed tothe'Churchm generah; ' yet! Bw'reomethe Pa- 
pr to'challenge this infallibility ro the Church of Rbxre and 
deprive all other Churches 'of ir? Why, fay they, Chriſt 
here promiſes to build his Church on'St. Peter. Tis falſes 
the Text doth not ſay, Thou art Peter, and upon thee will 
| build” my- Church: but, Upon this rock will. 1 build my 
| Church and that rock was Chriſt, '1 Cor. x.4. Chriſt the Son 
| of the-Living God whom Peter profeſſed; on this rock was 
the Church built. But ſuppoſe yet farther, that our Savi- 
our had promiſed he would build his Church on Peter, what . 
then 2 Yet not on him alone, for St. Paxl tells us, Eph. ii. 
19,20. That the Houſe of God ( which is. the Church of 
God) is built upon the rn of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Chriſt Jeſns biniſelf being the chief corner ſtone :' buile 
upon other Apoſtles and Prophets: alſo as well as on Peter, 
bur chiefly on Chriſt himſelf. - And then for thoſe words, 
Binding and Looſing ; the fame that is ſaid here to Peter, is 
fid'to all the mw Matt. xviii. 18. Whatſaever ye ſha 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven : and whatſotver ye ſhall 
hoſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven.” And again, Job, xx: 
23. Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, they are remittedunto them : and 
whoſe ſoever ſins ye retain, they are retained. And what a filly 
childiſh noiſe do they make with thoſe wards ſajd to Peter; 
unto thee will I give the keys of (heaven + for. the whole ſence 
of thoſewords is fully contained ur thoſe, 'Whoſe  ſoever ſms 
Je remit, they are remitted unto them : and whoſe ſoever ſins ye 
retain they are retained. For 'tis (in that ſhuts us out of 
Heaven, and when (in is remitted, -Heaven-Gate 1s again 
opened. Whoever then hath power ta xemit arid retain in, 
he hath the keys of Heaven to all interits and purpoſes. 
Whereis then, I pray you, St. Peter's preheminence over any 
other Apoſtle ? tor the Church was built on all the Apoſtles, 
as well as on Peter ; and they all had the keys of Heayen 
given unto them, | A 

ut 
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-Bur'\now «mark! what gocs'before in Jeb: xx. 21, 4s ay 
Father bath ſert ae, even dT Jar: This cutsoff allman- 
cier of pretenge' toy the leaſt iprecedeney of power givento 
Peter before the reſt of the Apoltles ; for our Saviour here 
fith unto'them all; As my Father ſent me, ever ſo ſend I you; 
Evex ſo, in the:ſelf ſame manner. And fure the. Papilts are 
nat ſo deſperie;as tofay:Sti Peter had a. higher: and' morg 
powerful Commiflion' than Chrift himfelf'+: and as you. ſer, 
Ebrift here gives-all the Apoſtles Commiſſion equal with 
himſelf Ar ay Father ſent me, even ſo ſend T you. So that 
tis .impoſible Peter could” have a greater. I it not then 
a-ſtcange Preſumptionfor the Papiſts to boaſt of fuch a trat 
ſcofident\power and preheminence'given to Peter abovethe 
_ reſtof.the Apoſtles, asto:fhake him Lord and Maſter over 
them?- which doubtleſs would have raiſed no ſmall indigna- 
tion in the reſt of the Apoſtles. We ſee when James and John 
4 apap thx precedency before the reft, no Lordſhip, but 
only te fit:the' de 01 his right hand,. the other 61 his left, they 
were preatly offended at 1t. | Whereforeto make Peter theit 
Eord and Maſter, muſt needs offend:them far more : yet we 
find not the leaſt murmuring at it, becauſethey found no pre 
cedency at all given him: And do-not we'ſee how St. Paul, 
though a late born Apoſtle, our-of time, took the boldnels 
to: refaſt- him to. the. face, when he walked rot wprigbth : 
which you may be fare St. Pavt would not have done, had 
he taken St. Peter for Chriſt's High Prieſt, Lord over all: 
for St. Payl repented for having'too fevetely reproved the 
Nigh Prieſt of the Jews, though he did it unwittingly, and 
for his.cruel mjuftice:* - Th worl vf,  ,| 
Certainly whoever 'ireads': the- two: firſt Chapters of 
Ut Pax!'s Bpiſtle to the Galatians, it he be not much pollelt 
with St. Peter's preheminence before-hand, .muſt needs ſee 
that N. Par gives himnofſuch thing, bur rather the contra: 
ry ;: mark I pray you, St. Pa/'s deſign there, 'tis to ſhew that 
_ Ea he 
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hexeceived not the knowledg of the Gofpd),northe Com: 
miſſion-to preach it from man, but! frda Chriſt only... 'And 
therefore as ſoon as Chriſt had revealed himſelt to' him, and 
ſent him to preach, Immediately I conferred not, (ays he, with 
and blogd : neither went I up te Jeruſalem to them that 
pere Apoſtles before me, but 1 went-into' Arabia, and retwrued 
again unto Damaſcus, ' Ther after three years Þ went wp to Je- 
rafalem to ſee Peter, and abode with him fifteen days : But 
ether of the Apoſtles ſaw I none. Asif the ſeeing the other A- 
les James and John, whom in the next Chapter he calls 
lars,” had carried more appearance of his receiving Coni- 
miſtion from man,than his (ceing Peter and tarrying with him 
fifteen days. Now had Peter been ( as the Papiſts would 
haveit ) Head of the Church, Lord over all ; the ſeeing of 
Peter Head of the Church, and tatrying with him fo long, 
had ſignified far more towards his receiving Commithon 
from man; than had he ſcenall the other Apoſtles and tarried 
with them fifteen months: for Peter being| Head, he and 
not the other Apoſtles, was to give him Commiſtion., And 
then again when he names the great Pillars of -the Church, 
who ſeemed to be ſomewhat more than the reſt, he puts Jawes 
in the firſt place : But though they ſeemed to be ſonrerphat, yet 
whatever they were, St. Paul tells us, it. makethno matter to hin, 
be gave theme not any ſubjeFion « how'| not any ſubjeftion? 
wo, 0 for an hour, for they who ſeemed to be ſomewhat, in con« 
ference added nothing to him; but contrariwiſe, mark I pray 
you, contrary to all ſubje&tion, they gave unto" hin, yea, ard 
weto Barnabas alſo, the right hand of fellowſhips far trom amy 
Lord(hip over Paxl, or over Barnabas either, thowzh he 
were none of the Twelve, for he and they were all fellows 
in preaching the Goſpel, dividing the work betwixt them 3 
Paxl and Barnabas to preach. unto the Heathen, and they 
unto the Circumciſion. . Is it not"rthen moſt' evident by all 
this, that St, Peter was no Lord; nor Head over the reſt of the 
I 2 Apoſtles? 
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Apoltles?/mor-tid he out-live all the-reft, and ſo become 
Head of the Church by ſarvivancy : 'St. Fohx that (great and 
beloved Apoſtleout-lived him long, and 'tis'thought all the 
reſt : and then by ſurvivancy he ſhould be Head, and con- 
Tquently his Succeſfor Head of the Church, -not St. Peter's 
Sacceffor:: for St.'Peter himſelf was not Head. And then} 
pray youtel| me; when St. Peter was dead, and St. Johy re- 
mained;, who-was then Head of the Church 2 Was St. Peter's 
Succeſſor (whoever he was, Lins or Clemens) was he Head 
and Lord over St. John, or St. John over him ? Speak I be- 
feech you : No,” your modeſty willnot ſufter you to ſay that 
your Pope Linus was'Head and Lord over St. John the belo- 
ved of our Lord. ' -F dare venture my'life on it, Lins never 
aſſamed any ſuch Lordſhip to himſelf: for Erſebins tells ug, 
that when Polycarpus a Succeſſor of i. Jos, came to Rome 
to treat with Anicetys a Succeſſor of St. Peter, about the time 
of celebrating the Feaſt of Esfter- { which was then much 
diſputed : the Church of Aſa holding: it at onetime, and 
the Church of Rowe at.another ) Aricetus St.-Peter's Succef- 
for did not aſſume any Lordſhip over Polycarpus, nor require 
him to- ſubmit untothe Roxrar Cuſtom : No, he was (© far 
fom-it, that he.gave the honour to: Polycarpus and the pre- 
cedency,' to-celebrate the bleſied+ Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper in his own Church at Roxe.” This was a mark of 

t honour and precedency, for in thoſe days the Chief 
Sid: always celebrate. If then your Chifrch had no Head- 
ſhip over the Afar Church in the time of St. Joh, nor inthe 
time of Polycarpis, many years after: Lbeſcech you tell me 
fron» whence ſprang this mighty Headſhip of the Pope: to 
be Lord of. the Ce World 2 Succefſors, as Succeflors, 
can challenge no- more Authority than their Predeceſlors 
had; '.If the preſent Biſbop- of Salibwry hath no Authority 
eyer the Bilhop: of Lincolz, certainly Selzburies Succeſlor 
eaithave-none over Lincoln Succeſior.. And fo nay Peter 
aving 
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having-no Lordfhip over St. Johz nor | any: other Apoſtle, 

Peter's Succeſlor =. have wn over their Succeſſors : this 
x clear. How then? Did Chriſt ever come again upon Earth 
toeſtabliſh this Headfhip? or, Did an Angel come from Hea- 
ventodo it > Though TI muſt tef you, ſhould an Angel come 
from Heaven and:preach any other Doctrine than what is in 
Scripture, we are fully warranteFnor to receive it. -- But if 
neither Chriſt, nor Angel, nor any one Scripture declare this 
Headſhip, 1s it not a moſt unreaſonable thing to require us 
to beheve this as a matter abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation ? 
and to believe it with as full aſſurance as we beheve Chriſt 
was born of the Virgin; or that Chriſt was Cructfied, and 
that he roſe from the dead. Let them ſhew us then in fuch 
plain Scripture words, that the Pope is tobe Head of the 
Church, that the Church of Rowe (hall be Infallible unto 
the worlds end, that we are to receive all her Doctrines as 
the Oracles of God : or, that m the Church of Rowe we 
have Eternal Life. Let them but ſhew us-ſome promiſe, fome 
command, plain hke this, and we ſhall readily ſubmit : real- 
ly we ſhould be heartily glad to ſee it, it would fave us 
-much trouble. But, beloved, you allknow, thereis nothing: 
like this in all the Scripture: How thendare any man ven- 
ture the eternal falvatiorof his Sonl, and: inv obedience to 
the Church of Rome; practiſe things ſo apparently contrary 
toGods Commands, as to worſhip Images, pray unto Saints, 
receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper mn onekind, and 
fuch likeas mentioned formerly. , 

; Iknow there .are in the writings of ſeveral Fathers many 
expreſhons which | highly magnifie the Authority of the 
Church in general, and ſome for the Church of Rome: in 
partieular : all which ſignifie very little, it. you conſider the 
eircamſtances and motives for their fo ſpeaking. When the 
Churth- was infeſted with Hereſies, the Orthodox. Fathers 
Gſputing with them uſed all. the Arguments they _ tor 
| ce: 


reduce them to the:/Truth:\-but-pervorſeimen not hearkens 
ing/to-their reaſons, their: laſt and-prefbing Argument waz 
the Authority of the Church, which they ſet forth with 
great laſtre to make the Argument more powertul and force 
their: ſabmiſhon unto it, - And becauſe the generality of 
the Churchin thoſe days, .by'Gods blefltng, was not yet in- 
feed with errors, they ufged the Authority and true be« 
hef of the Univerſal'Church, to reclaim the particular He- 
retical Churches from their error : and the moſt general 
Language being then Greek, they uſed the word Catholick, 
which in that Language ſignifies Univerſal : and hence aroſe 
the-phraſe of the Catholick Church. Moreover, it pleaſed 
God to preſerve the Romer: Church in the true Faith, with 

reat Zeal and Piety for many years, their Biſhops being 
ſacceſlively Martyr'd by the Heathen Emperors and their 
Officers at Rowe : And their true Faith being celebrated alſo 
im Scripture by St. Pazl, it was magnified by the true beliey- 
ing Fathers of other Churches, as Antioch, Epheſus, Conſtan- 
tinople, Alexandria, &c. that it might the more move the 
Heretical Members of their Churches to conform unto it: 
telling them how St. Peter and St. Paul, the two great Pillars 
of the Church were Martyr'd there, and therefore they 
ought to believe no error could enter that Church which 
was fo fandified with the blood of thoſe two great Apoltles 
and divers other famous Martyrs. All which they uttered 
vith great zeal, that they might make the unbelievers to re- 
verence it the more, and ſubmit unto it: As when'two of 
our. Lawyers difter mn opinion, he that hath the Lord Chit 
Juſtice Coke on his (ide, will magmfie him as fach an Oracle 
of the Law thatcould not err, and ſay all that his wit can in- 
vent toſet it forth ; it doth not therefore follow that he ſeri- 
oully thinks Coke to have been infallible: no more do theſe 
fayingsof the Fathers canclude the Rowan Church to bein- 
fallible: as I ſhallnow fhew'you by one Example ſuffciemto 
fatisfieany man without farther trouble. St. 
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* '$x. Cypriam was a Biſhop and Martyr of the true Cathrllick 
Church, as famousfar Leatning and:Sandtity, as for his Faith 
and/Martyrdom 3' he wrote a zealous Tract for the-umity of 
the Church, wherein he uttered! thoſe fayings which the 
Papiſts have ſo frequently in their mouths. © Habere nox po- 
teſt Deum Patrew, qui Eccleſiam non habet Matrem : he 
cannot- have 'God for his Father, who will not have the 
Charch for his Mother 5: And, 4. 10 man was ſaved out. 
Noah's Ark: ſo no mn can be ſaved ont of the Chmrch. 
Which being ſpoken by ſo great a man, ſeem to carry great 
Authority with them : but 1f I might freely ſpeak my mind, 
\ Twould fay of thery, thatthey are fine flouriſhing ſentences 
founding handſomely to'the'ear; bur cannot much farisfie a 
mans reafor), ' unleſs he had clearly. exprefbwhat he means by 
the word Ecelefia, Church. I know full well what the P:- 
pilts mean by itz they mean the Biſhop of Roxre and his 
Clerpy,- and all thoſe that-are of his Faich and Communion, 
and believe that '1io. man can-be ſaved that is not in that 
Communion : And this'is with. them' the Mother” Church 
and Nos«b's Ark. But I ſhall now plainly ſhew, that St. Cypr#- 
41 meant no ſuch thmg : for m the begmning of this Trat 
he declares that St. Peter ( whom the Papiſts would needs 
tave- to- be the founder of their Church.) had no Autho- 
Tity over the reſt of the Apoſtlesand Churches founded by 
then : Hut that'alt rhe Apoſtles were of equal honour and 
atthority, Part conſortio praditi & honoris. & poteſtatis. 
Whieh ſaying he fully confirmed by his practice, which is 
theclearcſt expoſition of a mans meaning; fora greatdi{pute 
arfing between-him and Szephex the Biſhop of Rowe about 
Rebaptizing thoſe which were Chriltned. in'_ Heretical 
Churches, Se. Cyprian declared , his Judgment was-for Re- 
baptizing 3 Stephen declares the contrary : and both parties: 
adhering ſtifly to-their own opmions, the difpute grew fo 
ligh that Cyprian held- a Councit of all the African _— 
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znd there Deoreed, that they ought tobe Rebaptized ;/for 
AY burone Baptiſm,” which was to be! had only'ih 
the 'true-Churth; the Heretical Baptiſm being i done out of 
the true Church, wasno Baptiſm. Here 'tis plain, St, Cypriex 
-meant by the word Church, his Church-and all that were 
in Communion with him. Stephen on the other (ide calls a 
-Council at Roe; andthere Decrees, that the Heretical Bap- 
 riſt-being performed m-due nianner,-though.the Prieſt Ba 
izing were an. Heretick out of the Church, yet the Bapti 
being in the form of the true Church, was a true Baptiſm, 
But Cyprian not withſtanding the Decree of Stepher, with his 
Biſhops, perſiſting .m:itheir opinion of Rebaprtizing them, 
Stephen Excommunicates them's which St, Cyprian valued 
not a ſtraw, but. called: Stephen his obſtinate Brother, and a 
favourer of Hereticks, Marcion, Valentine, Apeles, and other 
Blaſphemers againit God; as is ſet forth in his Epiltle to 
Ponpeins writing of this buſineſs. _ And Firmilians another 
Biſhop of the Africa» Church, writing; to St. Cyprian of the 
ſame matter, ſays,” that the Roman Church vainly pretend 
the Authority of their - Apoſtles ( meaning St. Peter and 
St. Paxl) ſeeing that they did not obſerve thoſe things which 
were dclivered them from the beginning by their Founders, 
Eos antem qui Rome funt non ea in onmibns obſervare, que ſimt . 
ab origine tradita, &: fruſtra, Apoſtolorum authoritatem preten- 
dere.  Andalittle before expreſly affirms, that as the Here- 
ticks are perſons condemned of themſelves : fo the Roma- 
ziſts tavouring and approving their Baptiſm, did adjudg 
and make themſelves partakers of their damnable Herelies. 
'By all whichit is moſt evident, that St. Cyprian and the other 
Biſhops of Africa did not mean the Romar Church for the 
Mother Church and Noab's Ark, out of whoſe Communion 
there was no Salvation : for though they were Excommuni- 
cated by the Biſhop of Roxee and his Clergy, perſiſted in 
their Opinion and flighted very much his Excommunica- 
tion 
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t00; and eſteemed their own Church to be that M 
Church and Noah's Ark, out of which there was no Salva- 
tion. And in like manner I conceive all other Fathers, who 
ſo magnifie the Churches Authority, mean that Church who 

areof the ſame Faith and Communion with themſelves, ſup- 
| g (till their own to be the right, though ever ſo wrong. 
that before you can and ute ſubmit your ſelf to the 
Faith, and put yourſelf into the Communion ofany Church, 
it is requiſite for you to be aſſured which Church hath. the 
*true Faith and ſaving Communion: which muſt be found out 
by that only ſafe Rule of Scripture, by which all Churches 
ought to be examined and tried. And now [ſhall proceed 
a little farther withthe Papilſts, and here challenge them to 
bring me any one ſentence from any one antient Father of 
the Church, who with all his magnifying the Authority of 
the Church of Rowe, or the whole Church in general, doth 
et aſcribe unto it power to propoſe any new Article of 
þ aith by their own Authority, without Scripture-proof; 
. much leſs to countermand any one Scripture precept. And 
unleſs the Papiſts can ſhew this, they ſhew nothing for their 
belief and pradtice of thoſe many things I have formerly 
mentioned ; and for which they have not one tittle of Scri. 
pture proof. But I can bring them clear Sentences from this 
great Father of the Church now mentioned, S. Cypriaz, that 
they ought not to propoſe any thing as an Article of Faith, 
but what was expreſly declared by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
from the beginning, Nikbit preterquam quod ſemel Chriſtus do- 
exit, & Apoſtoli eius anmumciaverunt. (I pray you mark this 
word ſemel ) which he proves from that Voice which came 
from Heaven, This is my beloved Son, hear him. Mat. xvii. 5. 
And thence concludes, Solus Chriſtus audiendus eft, That we 
are to hearken to Chriſt alone, and not unto the Dadrinesof 
Men. And then proceeds to ſhew, that we ought to be as 


careful in the obſervation of his Commandments as of his 
K Dodrine 
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Dotrine,even to the very leaſt, Nec minima de mandatis Dy. 
minicis licet' ſolvere. Much leſs ought any prefame to-/in- 
fringe or alter any thing in that great: Commandment-'and 
Inſtitution of the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
All which you may ſee at. Jarge ſet: down in his Epiſtle a4 Cs 
cilinm, ſhewing how exaCt we ought to be in-the obſervath- 
on of that Great and Holy Inftitution. And yet the Romanift; 
molt: inſolently preſume not only to counterniand ſeveral of 
Gods Commandments, but to make alſo that horrible de- 
falcation of the Cup in this great Commandment, which* 
$' Cyprian requires to be ſo Sacredly obſerved.. This I hays 
{aid for the faller confutation of the Papilts : ' for we take 
the: Scripture for-our only rule of Faith, and conceive our 
ſelves bound to believe nothing more than what 1s there de- 
clared, as I hope I have fully proved. 

The conclufton then of: all muſt be, That we can have no 
infallible aſſurance for our faith to reſt upon, but the Seri: 
ptures, the Word of God, and not of man: In the Scriptures 
we have Eternal Life,and therefore are commandedto ſearch 
them for-itz and there we ſhall find all neceſſary ſaving truth 
plainly ſetforth, asI ſhewed you. The humble Searcher and 
fervent Prayer cannot fail of it : He that thus ſeeks, hath our 
Saviours neyer-failing promiſe to find. And thus the begin- 
ning and'ending of our diſcourſe muſt be one and the ſame, 
Search the Scriptures, for in them ye have Eternal Life. 

Having at length finiſhed the ſeveral.parts of my Text; I 
ſhallnow'1n as few words as may be, declareuntoyou my mo- 
tive and end why Tundertook this work. No man is ſucha 
ſtranger in our Jernſalem as not to know what isdaily diſcour- 
ſed in all places. Many timerous Zealots cannot hold in their 
fears; many inſulting Papiſts cannot hold in their hopes, that 
Popery will again bear rule in this Natron. For my own 

rt weighing things according to reaſon, I mean ſuch a-mee 


gre of reaſon as God hath given me, I cannot ſee-any great 
peo-- 
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probability of it : for the ent goodnels of God hath given 
us.ſo gracious a King, and ſo averſe to Popery, as that when 
it would have been a very great advantage to him, he could 

not by any means be brought to embrace it. We may be 
then aſſured he will not hearken to it now, when in all pro- 
bability, 1t will dangeraggly ſbake, if not overturn alſo the 
very foundations of Regal Government .in this Nation. Be- 
fides, the Sun-ſhine of Te Goſpel, for ever bleſſed be God 
forit, bath ſo long appeared in our Church, and fo diſco- 
vered the groſsneſs of Popiſh errors in matters of Faith, ſuch 
foppiſh ſuperſtitions in their practices, as that men, women, 
and children, plainly ſee, and deride them. So that Scripture 
and Reaſon being 7 prevalent againſt Popery, and the Uni- 
verſal Genius of the Nation ſo averſe to it, in reaſon I ſhould 
thiok we are pretty ſafefrom it. But when I conſider our 
courſe of lifeis ſo contrary to Reaſon, and ſo beſtial ; ſocon- 
trary to Religion, and ſo Atheiſtical ; ſo contrary to Golpel- 
light, and fuck, deeds of. darkneſs daily committed it ſeems 
too, probable we may ſoon become of any or no Faith, who 
are already become ſuch Beaſtsand Devils in praQtice. Have 
we not then great cauſe of fear, that God, after ſo many and 
ſo great bleſſings to draw our hearts unto him with cords of 
love, and (theſe failing of effet) after ſo many cratng 
judgments to fright us Rom our ſins by ſmarting Rods; an 
all theſe alſo rendred vain, and God daily provoked more 
and more by our loud crying fins for vengeance : Have we 
not great cauſe of fear, that God will bring upon us that fi- 
nal and ſevere judgment, as to take from us the ight of his 
holy Goſpel, which we have fo deſperately abuſed and pro- 


faned, and leave us to our own blindneſs, to work out our 
preſent confuſion and future damnation? Hence, and hence 
onely ariſes all my fear. This makes the whole head (ich, and 
the whole heart faint, Iſa.i. 5, For this cauſe Tdid reſolve 


to adviſeyou, That whileſt you have the light, you would 
K 2 walk 
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walk as Children. of the light; and whilſt- you have the 
Scriptures before you, you would: ſearch into them, any 
arm your ſelves againſt the aſſaults of the world and the 
fleſh; againſt the powers of darkneſs, and cunning craftf. 
neſs of thoſe that he in wait to deceive. What God pleaſes 
to do-with us, he- only can tell: Þwill never ceaſe to ho 

In his G alvot : nor'cah I ceaſe to fear our own wic- 


kedneG altvoſt infinite, certainly never'ſo exceflive in this 
Nation: Whether God for this hath determined to bring 
upon usthe evil day, I know not 3 but this I'know, that if 
he hath ſo. determined, now is the time to prepare for it 
before-hand, and not when *ris come; for then mens hearts 
will be ſo filled with fears and cares to avoid the prefent 
evil, and to premevy what they have in this world, as that 
they wiltnotbe able tomake a right judgment of things re. 
lating to the world to come; but their reaſon will be fo biaſ- 
ſed by their affe&ions, as then to think thoſe Arguments for 
the Popiſh Religion rational and planfible, which now they 
think very ſimple and abſurd. * Wherefore now in this time 
of peace and calmneſs, when your Reaſon 1s not diſturbed 
with tumults, nor your conſcience awed with dangers: I here 
ask you inthe ovine of God, are your judgments convin- 
ced. by thoſe Arguments which I have Jaid before you in 
Gods Holy Word, that the Scriptures contain in themſelves 
compleatly Eternal Life z and that you ought to take them 
alone for the only rule of Faith; and that you are not to 
hearken to any DoQrines of men, ever ſo holy, ever ſo lear- 
ned, farther than they can make their Do&rine evident to 
your underſtandings by plain places of Scripture; and that: 
whatever miracles are pretended tobe wrought by them, if 
they tend to prove any things which you, according to the 
beſt of your underſtanding, verily beheve are againſt Scri- 
pture, you-are to take them for lying wonders, wroughtby 
that great deceiver and tempter of mankind, the Devil. 

Are: 
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Areyou now fully perſuaded of all this, or no ? For your 
fuller ſatisfaction I repeat it again, and do you conlider it 
well. Are your j $? &c, If you doubt of any part 
of this, 1, as your: lawful Paſtor ſet over. you by God and 
the King his Vicegerent, require you to repair to me, and 
your doubts, and I hope, by Gods afhiſtance to give 
Full atisfaftion. And if you. are already ſatisfied, t 
m'Gods name, I require you to hold faſt to the Scriptures, 
his holy Word, and not to ſuffer your ſelves to be carried 
away with any wind of Human Do@rine. And when, if 
ever, times of change and danger come, and your judgment 
begins to alter from what now ſeems to you apparent 
truth, and fully agreeable to Gods ray. Word, you ought 
to conceive that alteration proceeds from the deluſion of 
the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, not from any new in- 
ſpiration from God, for he is the ſame to day and for ever; 
he cannot change, 'tis you that change. But perchance ſome- 
will ſay. in thoſe days, This Papiſt tells me things I never 
heard of before, new and better arguments; and upon bet- 
ter information, I may and ought to change to better reſolu- 
tions. Oh, my beloved take heed; 'tis not better informa- 
tion, but the old man loves to have it ſo, for it will then 
make better for his enjoyment of this World. But I will 
now take from you this ſubterfuge, you ſhall not ſcape me 
ſo: Go now to the ableſt Papiſt you can hear of, conſult 
with ſuch ; ſee what new and better Arguments they can 
now give you : and if you think you have met with. ſuch, 
come to me, I ſhall take any pains to give you better ſatis- 
faftion. But if you come no- more at me now, but in the 
change of times your heart and reaſon change, I ſhall (if I 
{o long live) and you ought infallibly tro conclude, 'tis not 
Reaſon nor Religion, but the blindneſs of your heart and the 
corruption of your fleſh that leads you blindly away from 
the God of truth to. follow the Do&trine of erroneous _ 
OT. 
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For no doubt you may now-in times of ſettlement and quiet 
make a far better judgment of "things, than in times of. by 
ſtle and. danger. ' - No' man, whileſt he carries this houſe of 
clay about hmm; cin mount to that high pitchy as to be aboye 
the reach of ſtorms and combuſtions, but will undoubted. 
ly be ſhaked and diſordered with them. The ſtiffeſt Oak 
will bend with boiſterous - winds. Wherefore now, as 
ſaid, is the time to make a clear rational judgment of truth, 
and to make alſo firm reſokations to adhere to that. And 
then if danger comes, and your heart be beſieged by poy- 
erful enemies, be ſure to obſerve the counſel of good King 
Hezekiah, 2 King. xviij. 36. Hold your peace and anſwer nat 
a word to any deluding Rabſhakeh who ſhall endeavour to 
withdraw you from- our - Heavenly King Chriſt Jeſus, and 
his holy Word, and revolt to the proud Prince of Babylor, 
the Pope of Rowe. Diſputing is dangerous when intereſt 
is the Argument, that takes captive the hearts of moſt men; 
ſilence then will be the ſafety. - And be you aſſured, that in 
that great and terrible day of the Lord, the word that I have 
now ſpoken unto you (tor 'tisthe Word of God) ſhall judge 
and condemn you, if you ſwerve from it. 

Laſtly, for a Concluſion, let me adviſe all thoſe who are 
not throughly ſetled in their Religion, to endeavour it with 
all ſpeed: no man ever ſo young, ever ſo ſtrong, hath any 
aſſurance of life for a day, we ſee 1t by daily experience : and 
It would be a very ſad thing for a dying man to be then to 
chuſe his Religion. I adviſe you therefore not to delay this 
neceſſary wok : and when you are on ſerious mature col- 
ſideration, well ſetled in the Faith,admit no more of debates, 
for 'tis a great artifice of the Devil ſo to buſie mens heads in 
matters of Faith, as wholly tonegle& good Life, without 
which Faith is fruitleſs and dead : for though we are juſt 
fied by Faith, yet it muſt be Faith working by Love, Gal.v.5. 


And he that loves God keeps his Commandments, John x1v. 5 
an 
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and 21. And therefore 'tis meer Hypocrilie in thoſe who 
feem ſo zealous for the truth of Religion, but take no care 
to live the Life of Religion 3 of which ſort there are too too 
many : they wear out their Life and their Bible in tumbling 
it over for Texts to oppoſe the Papiſts, but paſs over all 
thoſe Texts wherewiththey ſhould be armed to oppole the 
temptations of the Devil. Theſe ought you to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone, Matt. xx11j. 23. Theſe perſons 
will be ranked with thoſe who in that final day ſhall come 
and ſay, Lord, Lord, we have propheſied in thy name , caſt out 
Devils, and done many wondrows works; and yet ſhall hear 
that dreadful Sentence from the Lord, I never knew you, de- 
part from me all ye that work iniquity, Mat.vij.23. Youarethen 
to ſearch the Scriptures both for true Faith and good Lite, 
and to captivate your hearts in obedience to Gods Com- 
mandments, as well as your underſtandings in obedience to 
the Faith 3 both are equally requiſite to Eternal Life, and 
both are plainly and fully declared in the Scriptures ; t5ey 
make #4 wiſe unto ſalvation, and throughly furniſh us unto every 
good work: (ſo that we are left without excuſe in either. 

ou know theſe things, and happy are ye, if ye do them, not 
otherwile. 

And thus, Beloved, having laid plainly before you out of 
Gods holy Word, the way of Truth and the way of Error, 
the way of Godlineſs and the way of Iniquity, the way of 
Lite and the way of Death ; I moſt humbly and moſt earneſt- 
ly beſeech our moſt Gracious God for his Son Chriſt Jeſus 
his fake, to give you a right underſtanding in all things, and 
topreſerve you continually in the way of Truth, Holineſs, , 
Righteouſneſs, and Life Everlaſting. Amer. 


THE END. 
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[: the Preceding Sermons; I have-proved theſe Six 


things. -1. That by God's ſpecial appointment all per- 
| fonsare to read and learn the Scriptures, for their 

Edification in Faith and yoo Life, and therefore 
tis both fooliſh and impious for vain Man to take upon 
him to give Reaſons why the People ſhould not read them. 
2. The reaſon of this ; becauſe that in the Scriprares we 
have eternal life, as our Saviour tells us; which St. Paul 
explicates more particularly, ſaying, 7hat they make ms wiſe 
unto ſalvation ; that is, they teach us all things neceſſary 
for our belief, and chey throwghly furniſh ws wnto all good 
works ; that is, they teach'us al things requiſite for good 
life. And theſe things the Scriptures compleatly contain 
in themſelves, without any Humane Dodtrines, ſo that 
if there were no other Writings nor Inſtructions in the 
World but the Scriptures alone, yet we ſhould not want 
any thing neceſſary to eternal life. 3. That we are not to 
believe any thing with Divine Faith, but what is clearly 
contained in Scripture; for ſuch a belief is a Duty belong- 
ing to God alone: and 'tis the greateſt and moſt accept- 
able Duty and Sacrifice we can perform unto God, to cap- 
Uvate our underftandings in OE to Faith ia G 2 
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Man, is high Idolatry ; and conſequently to believe in the 
Apoſtles themſelves had been great Idolatry , had not 
Chriſt fully /afſared us, That they ſhould bave the Holy 
Ghoſtto hide them'inco all Truth: So rhatto ſpeak pro. 
perly, we do not believe. in the Apoſtles. and Prophets, but 
1g God the Holy-Ghoſt fpeaking in them. And for this 
rea{on, we-find- St. Paul very wary in diſtinguthing, . agd 
declaring to the People: what he delivered as from the 
Lord,and what he delivered as from bimlelf;..though he 
was perluaded he had the Spirit of the Lord, even in that, 
But yet. no clear; ang. folf aſkurance that -w3 (paken di- 
reftly*by. the Lord. ' Nay, our Bleſfed Sayiqur himſelf, 
though God and Man, 'yet would not have. us believe in 
him as Man, and therefore aftures us, Thatthe words he 
ſpake,.were not his, but the: Fathers: ſpeaking by him. 
4+. I have: proved that we'haye not any clear and full 
aſyrapcefrom Gad, That any Aſſembly of Men or Church 
ſince the Apoſtles, are infallibly guided by the'Holy Ghoſt 
into all Truth » and therefore to believe -in any Aﬀembly 
of Men or Church, -withous this full aſſurance of the Hol 
Ghoſts {peaking in- them, is. Idolatry allo, for by ſu 
a belief, you pay. them the -greateſt Divine Worſhip. 
5. Though we ſhould grant, That ſome promiſe of 'Infalli. 
bility were made in Scripture to-the Church, yet this muſt 
include the Zairy as well as the Clergy, for the word 
Exxancia, which we tranſlate Church, is always ſet in Scri 
pture for the Congregation of the Faithful,and-is not once 
ſet for the Clergy diſtin frony the Laity, ' But there is 
no ſuch thing as /»fa/bbil/ity granted to any, neither Prieſts 
nor People nor both together. 6. Grant yet farther, That 
the word Charch in Scripture ſhould fignihe the Clergy, 
agd-a promiſe of /nfallibility mgde. to them as Succeſlors 
to 


and therefore to give this principal Divine Service unto 
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tothe Apoſtles , yet the ſame Promiſe being mace, and 


.the fame Authority given to all the Apoſtles alike, the 


Succe flor of St. Peter and his Clergy, cannot from hence 
challenge any.mote Infallibility,than the Succeſſors of the 
ather Apoſtles. with their Clergy and Church. But the 
Papifts deny this Iofallibility ro other' Churches. Cer- 
tainly then other Churches may as well deny it ro them. 
Alltheſe things I have proved. 

But now for a fuller conviction of the Papiſts, and per- 
chance for better fatisfaion to ſome others, I have a mind 
20. grant yet farther, That Chrift made ſome particular 
Promiſe to St. Peter above the < ther Apoftles, yea and to 
St. Peter's Succeſlors alſo; ('tis impoſſible from Scripture 
toprove either of theſe; but let it paſs fo) let us now ſee 
how the Papifts can from hence fx this: Tofallibility to 
the Biſhop of Rowe, and his Churches. For T have ſhewed 
you from —_— (which doubtleſs is of better Autho- 
rity than any Writings the Papifts can bring for St. Peter) 
that Rome was compriſed in St. Paul rg ane 
that he lived, and preached and ſuffered there, But we 
will paſs over this alſo, and yield to St. Peter's Juriſdiction 
over the whole World. What then * Then St. Perer was 
Biſhop of Rome, and ſerled his Succeſfor there.. And how 
dothe Papiſts prove this ? They anſwer, That many au- 
thentick Hiſtorians tell them ſo: Is this all their Proof? 
Humane Teftimony from Hiſtory,is this a ſufficient foun- 
dation for s = Article of Faith, on which depends the 
Salvation of all Chriſtian Souls ? Is this a ſure Rock, or 
rather a Bank of Sand, to build their Infallibility upon ? 
Do not the ſame Hiſtorians relate, that St. Peter was 
Biſhop of Antioch ? and we have more reaſon to believe 
Hiſtory for this ; becauſe the Scripture tells us he was 
there,” but not. one tittle of his ever being at Rome, but 


ſtrong: 


trong Preſumptions to the contrary, St, Zuke inthe '#k 
Apeaking ſo much of St, Paw/'s going thither, hath not one 
word ot St.-Peter's, who being (as the Papiits believe) 
eminent an Apoſtle above all the reſt, ſcems ſomewhat 
negleted by St. Zuke, which makes me luſpect St. Ze 
was not of their Opinion, And ſhall we accuſe St, Pail 
alſo for want of charity or civility never to mention $, 
Peter in all thoſe his particular and numerous Salutationg 
to and from others in his Epiſtles? we muſt not think 
that their quarrel at Antioch, where St. Paw! withſtood 
St. Peter, ſtuck fo long in his mind as to omit all Saturation 
to him in ſeveral Epiſtles. We ought rather in charity to 
'St. Paul, to believe St. Peter was not at Rome. And truly 
-methinks the Papiſts themſelves, who pretend ſo much to 
honour St. Petey, da him no {mall diſhonour in affirming 
him to be at Rome, when St. Paul anſwered for himlelf be- 
fore Nevo the frit time ; St. Paw/ complaining 'that ng 
man ſtood with him, but all forfook him: And if thoſe 
Hiſtorians, which the Papiſts rely on for St. Perey's being 
Biſhop of Rome, ſpeak true in the circumſtance of time, 
then he was at Rome when St. Pew! firſt anſwered: before 
Ners: And who would not rather diftruſt thele Hiſto- 
rians, than believe St, Peter forſook St. Pani, when he at» 
ſwered before Vero, Certainly whoever conſiders well 
all theſe weighty circumſtances from Scripture,may think 
them more ponderous, than the Relation of Hiſtorians,for 
his being Bi(hop'there ſo many years. In which Matter, 
if the firſt Hiſtorian was miſtaken, others that wrote after, 
perchance to ſave theinſelves the trouble of confuting 
him, and not fore-ſeeing any evil conſequence ariſing 
thence, followed the wack, and (o the Error ran on too far 

£0 be correed, 
For my own part, though I will not gaiaſay the Hiſto- 
T1406, 
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the Biſhap of Hereford. 81 
rians, yet I muſt needs gainſay the Papiſts, That Hiſtory- 

j00-cannct. be a. ſufficient ground for ſo principal an 
Article of Faith,. eſpecially ſeeing the Scripture-Circum- 
ſtances are ſo much againſt it, And they that will give 
full credit to Hiſtorians in this, muſt confequently believe 
the ache Hiſtorians, affirming, That St. Peter was firſt 
Biſhop at F###ocb; that zealous City, which firft rook up 
that glorious, but then dangerous, Name of Chriſtians. 
And i it not a diſparagement to St. Petey, that he, like old: 
doting Lovers, ſhould ſo much prefer his ſecond Wite be- 
fore his firſt, as to bequeath this his ineſtimable Jewel of 
Infallibility to her ? May not St. Peter be acculed as Zphe- 


ſu was, Rev.2.4. to have left bis firſt Zove 7 Truly I will 


not ſo raſhly accuſe St. Peter, neither will I fo raſhly yield 
unto the Romaniſts this Infallibility, damaing us all that 
will not ſacrifice our Souls, and idolize it. Ithink I com- 
ply fairly,in yielding that St. Peter had ſome pre-eminence 
above other Apoſtles,and that he was Biſhop of Rowe , but 
that he gave all that he had to his ſecond Wife, and no- 
ſung to his firſt ; ſo great partiality I will never yield to, 
t require them to prove it,. by producing St. Peter's 
Will,which I never yet could ſee, nor ever yet fully un- 
derſtood, whom St. Petey appointed his firſt Succeſſor at 
Rome, to-whom he bequeathed this ineftimable Legacy: 
The Papifts themſelves cannot agree upon it ; ſome ſay 
Gemens, ſome Zinws, ſome Cletus: Are we not then at a 
rare pals for St. Peter's infallible Succeſſor,when they can- 
not aſſure us who was the-firſt,to whom St. Peter gave this 
lofallibility ? For ought I know, this Jewel might be loſt 
ia'the ſcuffle, and fo none of them had it. 
| Moreover, finding the Papiſts ſo uncertain in ſo prime a 
Matter, makes me to doubt other things alſo. And there- 
tore_I farther require, to ſee the form of St, Peter's eſta- 
bliſhment 
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bliſhment for his Succefſors: For this isa clear Cale, Thit 
in theeleion of any Officer, if the fundamental Rules 
Election be not oblerved, the Election is void. Let usthen 
ſee the form of St. Peter'veſtabliſhmenr, for the ele&ion of 
his Succeſſors. The principal Authors that relate St. Pe. 
#er Biſhop of Rome, affirm, That he nominated Clemens for 
his Succeſſor : And it ſeems this Story ran for truth , for 
they who will needs have Zizwe to be the firſt Succeſſor, 
are forc'd to ſalve up their Story, by ſaying, That Clemen; 
out of modeſty would not accept of it, and fo /inw wy 
put up, and after Zinw's death, Clemens came in. So that 
we are not only ignorant who was St. Peter's Succeſlox, 
but by what Authority alfo he ſucceeded ; for it ſeems $t. 
Peter's Authority was not obeyed, but another came in, 
and how he came in, is alſo uncertain, and which way 
ſoever he came in, I would know who gave them Auth 
rity, that did put him in ? It Sr. Peter gave it not, as it 
ſeems he did not, but named his own Succeſſor,who gave 
it? Or were they violent Intruders withour Authority? 
And ifthey were no lawful EleQors,fure he was no lawtul 
Succeſſor ; and ſo,for ought I can fee,the Church of Rome 

is at agreatloſs for their infallible Succeſſor to St. Perey. 
But which way ſoever this Buſineſs-was carricd at firſt; 
'tis evident, that *cis carried clean otberwile now, Fort 
firſt, either St. Peter named his Succeſſor (as moſt probable 
in Reaſon, and by Hiſtory alſo,) or he was choſen bythe 
Clergy alone, as many think, for that Cuſtom ſeems to 
have continued a while in the Church ; the People being 
but few, and bearing wonderful Reverence:to their Pa- 
ſtors, were wholly governed by them 1 all things. Orhe 
was choſen by the Clergy and People both ; for after the 
People were grown numerous,they grew alſo factious,and 
would not receive ſuch Paſtors as the Clergy elected, = 
$ 
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ly practiled 
++ ane khae at _ __ —__ allowed a law- 


fulÞiſtorthat was ootthus choſen. : And 'tis plain St. Cy 
Joan Godin Behcarprs and other Biſhops were of this 
opinion; as.2ppears in thoit Epiſtle co-ZFe/x,, which is the 
6Epittle|phaced 4mongRt; [St Cyprice's ,; where they en- 
deavour£6 prove from- ſeveral places of Scripture, Thar 
both Biſhops and other Clergy-men oughe ro be choſen jn 
<he prelence of the /People, that they might approve or 
objeRt 23 they: found cane; citing firſt Mem. 20.2 5. where 
by:God's Chymmand 4/cerer wasmade High Prieſt in the 
r09m of bis Father. f4ros before the! C tion: and 
A AGs 1. where Mathias was choſen in the place of Ju. 
de: and Ads 6. where the Deacons were choſen : 
all done the People, /: Whether this be a neceſſary 
circumſtance !or ay. Tris-not my part here todetermine. 


My buſine(s' is only: +a:fhew tbat which way of all thoſe 


above mentioned,;'St. Perer's Succeſſor was choſen at firſt, 


and afterwards for hundreds of years, this is evident, That 


the EleQion now: is quite otherwiſe, than it was for many 
bundred years ; for naw he is choſen by a ſelet company 
Cartitnts anenter of Clergy never heardof in former 
Ages, allcteated by Popes, ſame in Favour to:their Kin- 
dred(ome' in Faiony'to keep uptheir Party in Rowe, ſome 
in. Policy, to get intereſt with foreign Princes, creating 
heir Relations for Clergy-men,as St. Peter was for 2 

| andthe(e arethegallant Meo;thar muſt chuſe 
Coir andcble Sycceſlor to St: Poter; ;Whereasdaubtleſs Its 


a _ abhor —_—_— delicate, effeminate Cler- 
> ce _—_ worſe of them, though the World talks 

————__—— nature, But-let theſe men be 
= wiklin thairLives, 


Logk: thetn to-be inno 
for BleRion,.n0t lejog.ib® to by StPerer, 


nor 
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wor conformited co thePrimitiveAfirattice; the Election bei 
jog then, as deforgraiee, eitherby. all O—_yy Nas 
being excluded; as now) 'or by llebe Cle gy and 
People beck Mortaverypal rheCaſe thefe Cardinals [hGuld: 
be be divided in their Ble&ion;/ andiſeriap Rveral Popes;-ag 
_ havedone,'who rernigedioſeverabyears; theretors 
many more ; - whoſs;Intallibitiry then myſt. we/zely 
=> Tf. yow eoltahe, This w ever he be -cho- 
fo, Pardon menor if be becholed and nominated by his 
Predeceffor, as in:all probabllity,yndbeſt of Hiſtory, 
Peter's Succedſorwwas; ':Byriir may be again re wevpticd/ Th | 
he Prodeceſremiies uddendedh; :antthea were 


CE 


to ſeek; 'orif Biliops chu fethim, they thay be divi- 
ded ; or if Clergy andPeopleare to'mmake'the Election, 
they alſo may bediſyoynted amd divided; andibus weare 


ro {cek as well as in the Gardinal's ,Ditiſion;i:All this is 
true; and forall rhiefe protabletenfuftonsyl eanabt think 
God' lefwbils Chorebvin rhisconfalkdrangimner; (o as! doubts 
_ canaor cncp er ngpt bro ae pate hm, tobe 


lved in Matters of Salvation.” 51147! 


Again,their Coancil of Florence derepmined and! declared 
That theiatention'of the Minifter-igTequiſketo the find 
obevery:Sacrament:Asforexdal of their Prielts 


ſhould pronounce the words of lon-in'che Lords 
_ Supper,and not intend to.conſecrate'the Bread then *tis no 
Sacramentybut the Bread remains bareBread fil! ; becauſs 


he did norintendtoiconſecrateit.) ( Tretnerhber 
chis, for Tſhallhave occafion eden a hereafter.) 
Sowheaany Biſhopiſaysthd words ddparddining s Frieft, 


and dorh/nor- intend really xo ordain,,ahty ſay he is ad 
Prieſt. So when Aochbibon; mr hong coiconſecrate:an- 
other Biſhop, þ rout words, bur doth: nor intend his Con- 


prone ky ain opt 
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the Biſapes Hereford, 
Who beaocitivovitieny/Fhiarifrbe Biſhop charcom 
CO ___ to. make HimBiſhopy, he 

Nagy 


is that.confecrated that Biſhpp that 
je por my not:intend aryithen he wall no 
thy could-nog cdnſecrate a Biſhbpy he 


hjimſo!f-: So-that going back from Biſkop-to 
of hundred "in proceſsof time hart failed 
«76: iotennon; thenthere can! be noaffurance that" this 
Man is really a. Biſhop and-Pope.. Now conſidering tow 
many devibib wicked Biſhops have been among then, 'ris 
ID probable, fame one: of them hath minded the 
df his Conſerration no'more than a Horſe ; nay} 
perchance in the wickediieſs of his heart, hath laughed ar 
that roger as a meer loppery, as that blaſphemous,deviliſh 
Pope, leuglting, fan, © quanmm nobir profmt hac Fabuls 
Chriſti?! Whatmighry advantage hath'tliat Fableof Chriſt 
brought para us!: Burwhether he really rritended Conſe- 
eration or no, ''that being a the ſecret of his own: heart 
aone,is impoſſible tobe known by another.” Tis then moſt 
tvident, we cannot poſſibly have any afſurance that ſuch 
Man is a Przcft. Biſhops Pope, and St. Peter's Succeſſor: and 
ihhe bendt'S; Perer's Succeſſor, then his Determinariots 
(ptibe.oothing « the Papiſtbconfels.” Whe'then is 


aſſurance of ariy Pope's ; Infallibal ; having noaſſu- 


rance that he 1s. Pope, Biſhop,or PrieR?' inany| nthink 

Guha difiration,” 2s tho Rapiſt's be! ref. of 

bility embroils wen?! ++ ems y;bax 

wh of whichavith fincerity and hard e hall 

retodindeteynal life; mou Ml refer theproud, and” 

eg ropoyeteliteefuther F 
dere ee Ini ane het 


$pfnite Goodneſs and Providence, wowld'leave: his 
rare Jed — _ In! 
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deſire toknow': parti 
we ſhalt 6nd the Papiſts at a great 


Pope alone,ſome ina General Couric 


Lalow 


cree any. things yet that\Docrve'i2 nat'o | 
National Church (as for example;;' in 4he Church: 
France,) unlels the Churchoof rence have:approved:and 
received that Council. You ſee, at what aloſs we are ſtil 
for Infallibility, they themſelyes are. notagreed where's 
to be found. But certainly,of theſe three teveral Opinion 
(I paſs over the fourth)-1t is moſt ' rational and cohereny 
to their firſt Principle,That the Infallibility is fixed in the 
Pope, whom they all grant to be St, Peter's Succeſſor; for 
this lafallibility. being originally remediy St. Peter, "ig 
mo{ coherent'ro this, that it ſhould deſcend: to his Succeſs 
ſor. Beſides, they that would:[have it 'wthe Pope and 
Cauncil together, ſay, That the Pope _—_ the powes 
to call General Councils,and to confirm the Decrees of the 
Councils; fo that if he doth not bath-call and confirm all 
the,Decrees, they.are of:no force, nonany(obliged to ſubs 
mit. tothem.-.,, Andithys,in c this Infallibility deter- 
mines in-the Pope alone, the Council ſignifying nothing 
without him. And then ifthis Infallibility be reſiding in 
the Pope, I pray you-remember what.I told you but now, 
the impoſſibility of aſfurance of any man's alas rightly 
Pope, which requires ſo. manyafluringCireumftances. 
But now after a!lltheſe innumerablediflicuiticy and per- 
plexities tofind out where'this Infallibility lies, I meet 
with another grand difficulty, yea, as great as all rheſe 
together. For, if we.conſfider what ſtrange, tiorrid;wicked 
Creatures have been Popes (lincethe Creation of the 


World there have perſans more aboininably and 
devillibly wicked) what poſſible afſurance then y_ 
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"Apoſtle, fome ſuch fuf Evidence as this ofSt.f fab, for 
incredible/Union; and I halt ſutmit cerrainly Ban 
all 1 hear lee, and bande It: kxtheln ba eters What they 


{e 
Avi mg thugs Tippoſ; ven you ſufficient reaſons 
take vu of from ch, the Pope ourfie as to Roe, to conſult 
ePo 


- * his his ili Holineſs, erchance you will ak 
':hom' then you = 146 ply your addreſs for thede, 
rexringation: of fathy' bY tes 25 may ariſe in 
matters of Religion ;''Hithi it Co? his Church witha 
any Head to gvide and governit ? No certainly, we have 
Head and Guide Infallib e,Chriſt efus our Lord. Butheis 
in a dnt cannot or pens thither, nor/muſt w £ ex, 
miraculous Voice 's from thencÞ to'anfWer vs: 1) £8 
for-rhere is'no need'; (Hearken'fo St. Pabt; Roms. x, 6, 
9. Say norin thine beart, Who [Pal efcend FE 
15,0 Chriſt down from above.) Or who ſpall i;{c 
rhe d, That: to bying fo rig rd row the'd, 
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19mg hat Gor hari r fed him from the deads 
cy” | You ba ME Gets Word at hand,Gad 
« bleſlec qv! it, tis/daily before:you :; If thou ſhalt confels 
wit jg y h, and believe with thy heart what is there 
Jugly ic forth, thou halt be ſaved : You have God's Word - 


It 58 everal:places,as I baveſhewed «d youand that there 

mare necellary to be believed: and if you will 

hag God's Word. in.this , you will not believe 

one role from the dead, nor though an Angel de- 

ded from Heaven, And as for doubts and dilj Utes 
ngineedelay them dy'3/ nay, there js hurt in them 

 E59der-fexife\ of words, from whence cometh envy, 

i *r miſings, 1 7 1m.c:V1. 4. I have often told you, 

ary, is plain, without diſpute. But you will 

The common people do not underſtand halt, nor a 

er:of the-Seripture,- as. it,,there- lies; "What then ? 

lhen "tis nece ry-49 ioſtru@ chem further. 1a the Name 

of God doi (os; them-underitand as much as you can 

ipture,. the-more the better, though not neceſlary. 

kad Idare affirm; That whoever believes explicitely as . 

much as he 1 undex/iands of Seripture; though it be not the 

horedh pa part Wit nd beligvss alkthe reſt-implicitely, 

ua MN} 1} ze xe t9/bs! grue;berauſe God: ſpake it, 

o, pracaley according 4qthathe-doth tnderſtand, 


that man ſhall þe ſaved : And1bisI willundertake to make 


0 Again all, the;. Wiſe —_ of the World: 


$.do arile; jbe People, as among the 
alo,and thoughthe things diſputed benot neceſſa- 

Tye Tis neceffary to have ſome of Authority to deter- 
dcompale themy.ocherwile great Difarders and 


ts. may tatiow,, Nadoubt but reſtfeſs/andperveric- 
ta | ſpirited _ 
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ſpiriced men will raiſe Diſputesand Troubles, where thite 
is no ground for them; yet there will be nonecd todeter. 
mine the truth/oneirher ſide ; but rather to compel-hoth 
Parties to peace and quiet, that neither cauſe dilturbatge 
to'Church or State, *and this belongs to the Civil Migi 
ſtrate and his Authority.'-For”tis not-the determination 
Prieſts-or Pope, will keepfuch buſie-bodies quict ; ay 
will as readily diſpute their determination. 'Was it not 
in the 44iandiſpute, which was determined by that famous 
Council-of Nice? yea, and confirmed -al(o by the Em 
rTor's Dectee? yet all without effe&@;the fries {tif Nan. 
taining \their Opinion; Hundreds bf'years'after;: We ſt 
then that Determinations are as friiitle(s as needle(s; Bit 
an the firſt three hundred years of Chriſtianity there ws 
No other rule of Faith, but the Scripture alone, neither 
did any'Man, or any Aſembly-of Men after the A 
rake upon them to determine any new matter of Faith, 
though there were ſeveral Hzreſies ſtarted in thoſe'days, 
The- Paſtors of the Church only preached the Scnyp- 
ture, and required Men's Obedience to that ; they thatre- 
fuled, were excluded the Congregation and Society of the 
Faithful: and they proceeded no farther. 

If ir be anſwered, That all the Princes of the World were 
then Hearhens, by reaſon whereof no General Council 
could be called to determine more, though ever (o requi- 
ſite. I anſwer, let us then ſee, when that great Generi| 
Council of Nicewas called under Conftentine, 2 Chriſtian 
Emperor, what they determined. The Church then had 
Three hundred years experience to find out what ws 
wanting, and compoſed another Creed for all the World, || 
yet added no new Article of Faith'to that called the Hv- F 
fles Creed , but only explained ſome things in thatmore 
fully :” and whoever believed and' ſubſcribed to-that Creed &| | 
paſſed for an.Orthodox,a true believing Chriſtian, ons 


the Biſhop of Hereford. 91 
les. ſo many Learned and Godly Biſhops would not omit 
thing neceſſary ro Man's Salvation, Let us then hold 
tothat, tor now I hope all was compleated : The Bilh>p 
of Rome, as well as other Biſhops, approved and ſubſcribed 
tothis, We all profeſs that Vicene Creed: and if that Creed 
was ſufficient to fave all Chriſtians then, ſure it will {ave 
all Chriſtians now. Why then do they require us now to 
beheve more, Purgatory, Praying to Saints,and a thouland 
other things, whereof there is no mention in the NVicene 
Creed or Council. The Papiſts will an{wer, Becauſe ma- 
oppoſe them now, but no body oppoſed them before 
: 4 uncil of Vice. They anſwer moſt truly : no man 
m_ves them before, and why ? becauſe no man profeſſed 
before. Thele are new matters of a later hatching ; 
noman 1n thele days fo much as dream't of ſuch things. 
But 'cis not at all to our purpoſe, whether any then pro- 
felſed them, or any oppoſed.them : for-be they true, or be 
they falſe, there 1s no neceſſity to believe them. This is 
- trug orelle all the Biſhops of that Council were fowly to 
blame in not purring them into their Creed : from whence 
tisevideat, they thought them nor neceſſary then, and fo 
may we ſafely think now, But the Papiſts farther Object, 
Many damnable Hereſies may ariſe, which the Fathers of 
that Council being no Prophets,could not foreſee : Thrant 
it, What then? Why then it will beneceſſary to ſup- 
prels them : I grant this alſo, and earneſtly deſire it. Sup- 
preſs whatever 1s now ſet up, but ſet up no more new as 
neceſlary to be believed. This is the Point we ſtill hold 
to: Men were faved, and may till be ſaved without belie- 
ing more, Till they can confute me in this, their talk is 
van and without weight. 
And thus all, both Men and Women may be able to ſtop 
the mouth of Papiſts with their own Argument ; when 
cry unto you in their abſurd wonted manner, ay” 
O f 
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the Church. You muſt believe as the Church belieyes, 
Anſwer, Yes, youdo believe as the Church believes,asthe 
Church and Council of Nice believed, you hold every 
Article of their Creed. Tis you Papilts who believe not 
as the Church and Conncil of /Vice believed ; you haye 
altered the Faith, and have built a great deal of Wood, 
Hay, Stubble upon the old foundation, which can never 
abide the trial of Scripture. From whence 'tis evident you 
are the Hereticks, for you have wilfully taken up to your 
ſelves ſeveral Opinions contrary to Scripture, which you 
profeſsro be the Word of God ; and therefore you are, 
according to St. Paul, evloyammixpiloy condemned of your 
ſelves; for you acknowledge the rule, and yet goonin 
your will-worſhip contrary to the rule. - 

Yet notwithſtanding all that I have ſaid here, I declare 
this, When there are ſeveral Opinions and Diſputes in x 
Nation about Matters in Religion, the Supream Magj- 
#trates and Church-Governours may in Prudence thinkit 
neceſſary for the peace of Church and State,to requirell 
that are to enter into places of Truſt in Church or State, 
to ſubſcribe to ſuch Articles as they conceive moſt con- 
ducing thereto ; and he that refuſes, they may refuſe him: 
no man is injured by this either in his Salvation, orLik, 
or Liberty, or Eſtate; he is as free as he was before, [ 
hold only to this, That no man be required to believe any 
thing as neceſſary to Salvation, but what is plainly con- 
tained in Scripture. 
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F Traff concerning the Holy $ acrament of 
the Lord's Supper, which I promiſed in 
* the Preface. 


+, Good Reader, 


Ou muſt firſt underſtand, What it is to take a ſaying 
'Y ina Literal or a Figurative ſence. For Example: It a 
Man take a Stick in his hand,and ſay, This is my Staff ; you 
take this io 8 Literal ſence, that is, you take it according to 


 thebare words, and uſual meaning of them, that this Staff 


is his, he is the owner of it. But if he ſay, This is my Horle; 
you ſee that Stick is not a real Horſe, therefore, you con- 
ceive,he means not a real Horſe ; but that asa Horle is uſed 
for a help to carry a Man on his way, fo this Stick helps to 
ſupport his Body,and carry him on his way. This we call 
Figurative ſence, that is, ſignifying ſomething otherwiſe 
than the bare words yſually expreſs: For the word Horſe 
s not here taken,as uſually,for a real Horſe,but for another 
thing uſed as a Horſe. Now all Men that reade the Scri- 

re, find it necef[ary to take many things ſpoken there 
ta Figurative ſence; for it would be contrary to all Rea- 
lon and Religion, to take them in a Literal ſence. As when 
bur Saviour (aid, 7am the Door, no Man conceives Chriſt 
tobe a real Door, and therefore he takes it in a Figurative 
knoe, by way of compariſon toa Door z that as a Door is 
the entrance into a Houſe,ſo Chriſt rells us, he is the Door, 
the entrance for us into Heaven ; no Man can efiter there 
butby him and his Merits. So Chrift ſaid, 7 a1 the Bread 
thit cane down from Heeuty ; no Mantakes this in a Lite- 
fl ſextee; inorning to the uſual meaning of the word 
Iedt, for teal Bread, but by way of carmpariſory; .us3r94d 
"- " Ss nouriſhes 
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nouriſhes our Bodies, ſo Chriſt is come down from Heaven 

ronourith our.Souls.  Again,. Chriſt taking Bread. in. his 

hand, ſaid, 7hi « my Boay : We know that Bread is not 

Chriſt's real Body ; we therefore conceive Chriſt means a 

compariſon ; that as this Bread is broken and bruiſed un- 

der your teeth,and-ſo paſſes down into your breaft to nou; 

Tiſh your Body, ſo my Body ſhall be broken,. bruiſed and 

killed, that by my Sufferings and Death, your Souls may * 
be nouriſhed to,eternal Life, In all reaſon we muſt con- 

clude thus, unleſs Chriſt had ſaid ſomething more, to 

make, us think otherwiſe ; for we have no other way to 

underſtand any thing Chrift ſpoke, but according to the 

Rule of Reaſon, which God hath given us to ſpeak and 

underſtand all things. But the Papiſts, who underſtand 

the former words, 7 aw the Bread, in a Figurative ſence, 

meerly becaule their Senſe and Reaſon tells them, that 

Chriſt is not real Bread, yet will needs underſtand theſe 

words, 7 hi is my Body,in a Literal ſence, That the Breadis. 
made Chriſt's real,ſubſtantial Body,though their Senſe and 

Reaſon tells them, 'ris ſtill real Bread ; for which, I deſire 

them to give me a ſatisfying Reaſon , Tor in all 2PPEATance, 

both Afirmations are of the ſame nature. Certainly thea 
they muſt ſhew us ſome great Motrve, that induces them 

to take the two forms of ſpeech ſo very differently, being 

in themſelves both alike. Firſt, From Reaſon no Motive 

can poſſibly be found ; for, by Reaſon, 'tis equally hard to 
underſtand Chriſt to be Bread, as Bread to be Chriſt. Se- 

condly, If, according to Religion, we captivate our Ret- 

ſon, inobedience to Faith, 'cis as calie t6- believe Bread to 

be Chriſt, as Chriſt to be Bread. 

. And 'is very impertinent here to talk of God's infinite 
Power, how that can effe& things impoſſible ro Realon; 
for we muſt readily grant it. And therefore the Papiſts 
do as fal{ly.as fooliſhly accuſe us of Uabclictz and that. n 
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arewholly guided by our Reaſon, and deny the Bread to 
beChriſt By, becauſe our Reaſon cannot comprehend 
it, Do not we believe, God created all the World of no- 
thing, three Perſons to be oge God, God and Man to be one 
Perion, Chriſt ? Sure theſe are harder to believe,than that 
God can change Bread into his Body; and we would more 
readily believe this,than the former higheſt Myſteries, had 
wethis miraculous change as plaialy ſer forth in Scripture, 
25 thoſe Myſteries greater and harder to be believed, Ler 
them then plainly ſhew us 1n Scripture, that Chriſt chan- 
the Bread into his Body, and we ſhall as readily believe 
tasthey : but they barely tell us, Chriſt ſaid of the Bread, 
This is my Body ; and we again tell them, Chriſt ſaid, / am 
the Bread : They require us to believe the firſt to be a mi- 
rculous change, and welikewile require them to believe 
the ſecond to be as miraculous a change ; they refule the 
ſecond, lo we refule the firft, why not? This is the thing 
we {till urge, to ſhew us ſome compelling Motive, why 
they make luch an infinite difference between thele two 
ayings, when the forms of ſpeech are both the ſame ; yer 
the one muſt infer a mighty miracle, the other none at all, 
but as familiar a Figure as may be.. Had our Saviour taken 
into his hand a picture of a Face, and ſaid, 7 his is my Face , 
what Man could imagine he intended, 7 hu picture is chan- 
ged into. my real ſubſtantial Face ? but rather undoubtedly 
conceive he meant, 7 hw repreſents my Face, And juſt (0 
when he took Bread into his hand, and ſaid; 7 > is my Bo- 
kar can'tmagine but he meant, Zhi repreſents my Body? 
d therefore, as Laid, it requires ſome urgent Reaſon to- 
make us think otherwiſe, But inſtead of Reaſon, they re- 
turn us Railing, that we are faithleſs Hereticks., and we 
teply, They are fooliſh Pratlers. 
. Butnow to ſhew how willing we are to believe Chriſt in 


_ Gisorany thing elſe,be it ever ſo much againſt our reaſon, 


wo 


we will narrowly examine and obſerve all gircumftances 
ia the inſtitution of this bleſſed Sacrament, MY fee if weean 
find any conſiderable motive to incline us to this miracy« 
lous change of tranſ{ubſtantiating bread into Chriſt's Body, 
In the firſt place, let us refle& on the Original Type of 
this Sacrainent, which was the Sacrifice of AZelchiſedet, 
. King of Salem, when he met Abraham coming from the 
Vitory over the Heathen Kings, mentioned Ge. 14. 18, 
And Melchiſedek, King of Salem, brought forth bread and 
wine. 7 his Melchiſedek was 4 Prieſt of the mot high God. And 
Heb. 7. the Apoſtle at large declares, That Chriſt wasz 
Prieſt of the ſame Order with Me/chiſedet,in all things ty. 
pified by Melchiſedek, Now what Sacrifice did Melchife. 
- dek offer up unto the moſt high God ? Bread and Wine, 
real, ſubſtantial Bread and Wine: Doubtleſs then from 
hence we ſhould conclude, That Chriſt being a Prieſt of 
the ſame Order with Melchiſedek, ſhould offer the ſame $z 
crifice with him, real, ſubſtantial Bread and Wine. Surely 
this makes againſt the Papiſts Tranſubſtantiation. 
Secondly, Let us conſider the Fewiſb Sacraments, which 
were alſo Types of ours. The Fews had in their Church 
twoSacraments,Circumciſion,and the Paſchal Lamb: and 
theſe were, asI ſaid, Types of what was to follow in Chriſt; 
whoaboliſhing that Church and Sacraments,did introduce 
'two other Sacraments in his Church, Baptiſm and the holy 
"Supper. As Circumciſion was the initiating Sacrament to 
the Jews ; So Baptilm is ro us: And as the Paſchal Lamb 
was the commemorating Sacrament to the Fews of their 
deliverance from their bondage in egypt, ſo the holy 
"Supper is our commemorating Sacrament of our delive- 
Trance from the bondage of Hell. You ſee then that thus 
far our Sacraments reſemble thoſe of the Fews. Was there 
any Tranſubſtantiation-in the Jewiſh Sacraments? Nb: 
We cannot then from the Fewiſh Sacraments find the left 
bint of Tranſubſtantiation in ours. Thirdly, 
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Chriſt expreſly declared it (o at the inſtitution ; Do this in 
remembrance of me : And St. Paul, 1 Cor. x1. 26. expreſly de- 
clares it ſo, Ls often as ye eat.this bread and arink this cup, ye 
& ſbew the Lord's death till he come, Now let us ſee if Tran- 
ſubſtantiation do any way help towards a fuller ſetting 
forth the Lords Death. Let the Papiſts ſhew this if they. 
an, it would ſomewhat encline us to gheir Tranſubſtan- 
tation : for my part I profeſs ſincerely it appears ta me 
te ——_— For in their tranſubſtantiated Sacrament, 
re is nq repreſentation of our Saviour's Suffering, nor 
of his Blood-ſhedding and Death : for they affirm his Body 
tobe there a Spiritual Body impaſſible ; no breaking of i; 
nodivifion of the Rlood from his Fleſh: for they believe 
Chriſt's Body to be entirely Fleſh,. Bones, and Blood, the 
whole Body under both forms of Bread and Wine ; (o faith 
theirgreat Doctor /quinas,in the third Part of his Summer, , 
Queſt. 76. Art. 2. and there proves it in his School-way, 
$ that in their Sacrament there is nothing repreſenting 
Chriſt's Sufferings, nor Blood-ſhedding, nor Death : For, 
rſt, There is no real ſubſtance broken ; for the ſubſtance 
of Bread, (ay they, is gone, and 'tis now Chriſt's Body, 
which is now impaſſible, cannot be broken, The Prieſt 
$to break a Wafer,but 'tis no real Wafer, 'tis Coins 
yz: 


, Thirdly, Let us compare our two Sacraments one to the 
X other. Is there any Tranſub(tantiation, or any real altera- 
k tion in the element of water in the Sacrament of Baptiſin ? 
No:. the water ſtill remains in ſubſtance water. We can- 
f not then from that Sacrameat find any ground for Tran- 
; ſubſtantiation 1a this. bs 
, Fourthly, Let us conſider this Sacrament 1n it ſelf, what 
| was our Saviour's intent in the inſtitution of it,which cer- 
1 tainly ſhould be a great, and the beſt guide to us in this bu- 
linels, 'Tis evident by ſeveral Scriptures, that it was inſti- 
i —_— 
, tuted to commemorate our Saviour's Paſſion and Death, 
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Body, that is not broken neither : So in truth and realj 
Nothing is broken ; 'tis broken,and tis not broken. And 
then for the: Chalice,there is no Wine, nor Chriſt's Blood 
apart, *cis Chriſt's Body entire(as they believe)lo you drink 
the ſame,borh Body and Blood together, which before you 
have eaten ; and you eat before the very lame which you 
afterwards drink ; So that eating and drinking is here one 
and the (ame (rare School-devices). Let us return to our 
own Sacrament ; there is real Bread and Wine, the Bread 
15 really broken by the Prieſt as it was by Chrilt, 'tis alſ 
bruiſed under the teeth of the eater : 'So the Wine is recet- 
. ved a part from the Bread ; both in a Figure, repreſenting 
unto us Chriſt's Sufferings, Blood-thedding and Death,and 
buried in our breaſts as in the Sepulchre. 1k 
And thus you ſee how much better our Sacrament of 
real Bread and Wine ſhews our Saviour's Suftenngs and 
Death,than their tranſubſtantiated Bread and Wine, Now 
conſidering howMany figurative Speeches there are1nthe 
Goſpel, a man cannot but wonder how this Tranſubſtan- 
tiation with accidents only of Bread and Wine hanging i 
the Air, without any ſubſtance of Bread and Wine to lup- 
port them, how this could come into the head of the firſt 
Inventer ; there being nothing in the Types and Sacrs- 
ments of the Old Law, nor in & Inſtitution of the New, 
togiveus the leaſt hint of it; Eſpecially conſidering the 
ſimplicity and plainneſs of the Goſpel, preached generally 
to a vulgar Auditory, and fitted for their capacity, and 
theſe Sacraments inſtituted for their uſe as well as others 
But the Papiſt DoRors have turned this into ſuch an ot- 
ſcure Scholaſtick Sacrament, that you muſt ſtudy Logick 
Phyſick, Metaphyſick, and Ehool.Diviairy many years, 
ore you can underſtand what they would be at ; with- 
= ay Scripture-foundation for this their Caſtle builtin 
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How ? cry the Papiſts, without anyScripture-foundation? 
Look, we advile you, into St. John's Golpel, Chap. 6: v. 53; 
$4455,56. Then Feſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily 7 ſay unto 
yu;) Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his 
kibod, ye have no life in you. Whoſo eateth my fleſh and drink« 
ah.my blood, hath eternal life, and-7 will raiſe him up-at- the 
laſt day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink in- 
deed, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, awelleth 
in me, and 7 in him. What can be more plainly expreſt, 
even tothe meaneſt capacity of men? Good Reader, I ſup- 
pole you conceive that here we are hard beſer, for theſe 
words certainly carry far more appearance for their tran- 
ſubſtantiating the Bread into real-Fleſh, than the bare ſay- 
ing, 7his is my Body , which, as I ſhewed you, is a com- 
mon figurative way of ſpeaking in Scripture. But yer, 
2y0ur Saviour faith, 7: have faith, ye may ſay unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and it ſhall be done: So you 
ſhall ” this their mountain of Obje&ion preſently re- 
moved. 

Come then, my Papiſt Doors, Will you have theſe 
> | words in St. John literal; down right literal, without any 
ſt hgure > I beſeech you then tell. me, What becomes of all 
- FE the Laity in your Church ? Will youſend them into Hell, 
þ and Soul for ever,to make good this new-found Tran- 
* FF ſubſtantiation?Doth not our Saviour here expreſly declare, 
y | That, Except ye eat the fleſb of the' Son of man, and drink his 
d und. heve no life in you : Fat and Drink;riiark,and Drink; ' 

Andds che Laity-eat - and drink literally ?' g6 certainly : 
> | How'then ſhall they etirer into life?» Muſt nohe bir: the 
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b N Prifisbe @aved? Poor miſerable Laity I am ſure you muſt 
5 Bj literally be damned for ever to ſave Tranſubſtantiation; 2 
: kddodrine for you, whatever' becomes: of your Priefts': 


lignthey wilt farelittle better; thacthns blitidiy lead you 
a99.chis-fatal:dirch'of damnation: Coer,'T befoceh:: 
1 P you, 
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u,how they delude and gull you. They pref theſe words 
ofSr John upon-the ignarant way k Ay fleſb is meat indeed 
to perſwade them 'tis resl fleſh tn the Sacrament ; buy 
when we preſs them with thoſe words, £xcept ye eat the- 
fleſb of the Son of man, and drink his bland, ye beve na liftin 
y06-:. thereby ſhewing, That 'tis neceflary for all to drink 
the blood, as well as eat the fleſh; thenthey a hereis 
to be taken in a ſpiritual ſence, of eating and drinkin 
Faith. Wherein they ſay truly,but yet ſhew they deal falſy 
with you, making you believe {here is to be takenlite. 
rally ; whereas.io truth M/is.to be taken ſpiritually, and 
they compelled-to acknowledg it {o by their unlucky De. 
cree of taking the Cup from the Laity. Had it not been 
for this, good Gad, how would they have dunn'dour ear 
with this Chapter of St. John ! there would have been no. 
enduring their lowd-clamors for their literal ſence. 

Bur now I beſeech. you calmly to conſider this paſſage 
in.St.Fohs, Except ye eat the flaſh of the San of Man,anddrint 
his bloud, ye have no life im you, Hho ſo eateth my fleſb, and 
drinketh my bloud, hath eternal life, and 7 will raiſe him up «t 
the lait dsy. Theſe words carry far more appearance of 
Chriſt's real Fleſh in the Sacrament, than thoſe in St. Mat. 
thew, T his is my Body:: which, as I faid before, is a figure 
tive way of ſpeaking, very frequent in Scripture. andno 
body ftertled at it : but when. our Saviour pronounced: 
thole words inSt. Fohn, molt that heard them, were very 
yeh ſtartled and diſordered at them , yea,many Dikciples 
teft following our Saviour upon ahem, erying, Thizss as. 

ſaying, who can bear it ? : for really it funds very hard, 
if you take the bare words in-themlelves without our $- 
viour's Comment upon-them (whereof we ſhall ſpeak by 
and by.) This then is npgi_oy you to if 
thels words ho Jobwywbjch carry © much ares 
Prerevce of real fleſhin, the Sacrament, yee.may and 
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tobe taken, and are taken by the Papiſts themſelves in a 
ritual ſence}; Is it not a moſt unreaſonable and ſenceleſs 
thing in the Papilts, tocry out upon us for taking thoſe 
words in St. Marthew, 7 bis is my Body, ina ſpiritual ſence? 
kisjuſt the ſame as for a man that refules totake a guil 
tlling:for pure Gold ; cries out og me, becauſe I will | 
accept of a piece of plain braſs for pure gold. Burt ſetting 
ahde the Papiſts (who take all Scriptures right or wrong,as 
ſerve moſt for their turn, and as they blaſphemouſly 
call che Scripture 4 nofe of wax, (o ule it, and ſhape all to 
their own fancy.) let us now ſee our Saviour's own Com- 
ment 09 his own words, that is the ſure way to have the 
right ſeace of chem. I pray you then obſerve how our 
Saviour in this Chapter, v. 47. juſt before he began this 
diſcourſe, prepares his Diſciples for the ſpiritual under- 
ſanding of what follows, by faying, Yerily, verily 7 ſay 
meo you, He that believeth on me hath everlsſting life. Which 
plainly ſhews, that the words he was going to ſpeak, were 
to be apprehended by Faith, and not ina carnal way : for 
as he ſaith in this 47 Verſe with a double afſeveration, Ye- 
ily, verily 4 ſay unto you, He that believeth on me hath ever- 
lefting life: So Verle 53. Yerily, verily T ſay unto you, Zxcept 
yeeat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have 
#o life in you, Here he affirms the very ſame of eating his 
_ before of believing in him, chewing that our eating 
be by Faith, and not carnally, And then again after 
ourSaviour faw that many were offended at thole words 
ef Eariafy bis fleſh; to take them off from any groſs carnal 
| rages rells chem, 7he words that 7 peak unto you, 
ey are [Ptvit, and they ave life. gi! 
After that our Saviour had thus inftrudted his Diſciples, 
inthecrue ſpiritual ſence of his words,wefind ir fo reQified 
their Underftandings,as tharwhen he adminiſtred'torhemy 
this hoby Sacrament —_— ——— ——_ 
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ly he called, his Body, to cat, not one of them. in the 4eaft 
crupled atit; which doubtleſs: ſome one or other would 

haye done, had they imagined our Saviour had given his 
real Fleſh, They who ftartled at hearing it, would mug 
re at aCting it ; for their Faith was nor yet fo ſtrong, as 
lieve ſuch a miraculous Tranſubſtantiation, as the P4- 
piſts fancy, and that his whole Body ſhould enter in at the 

narrow circle of their mouthes. For we lee how weakly 

they ſtaggered at our Saviour's Reſurrection, though fore- 

warned of it ſeveral times by him ; and they had ſeen him 

alſo raiſe ſeveral others. from the dead, yet woulgynot be- 

lieve his Reſurre&ion, till they ſaw him, and ſcarce then. 

All which plainly ſhews, they took the Bread as real Bread, 

according to Chriſt's Inftitution, in remembrance of his 

Paffion and Death, and not as his very Body, entring in at 

their mouthes into their breaſts, which doubtleſs lome of 

them would have ſtartled at, as I ſaid. And can any Man 

think, but that our Saviour would have more particularly 

inftruced them in ſo high and wonderful a Myſtery (as the 

Papiſts make of it) before he had delivered them his real 

Body to eat ? he knew well the weakneſs of their Faith, 

Nor do we find St. Paw/,when he inftruced the Corinthians 

concerning this Sacrament, ſay an thing, which might 
give them any apprehenſion of ſo difficult and ſublime 

Myſtery, as the Bread to be changed into Chriſt's very Bo- 

dy; and that all which they ſaw, felt, taſted, were only 

-meer accidents remaining,no Man can conceive how , and 
*ewere giddineſs to believe,unleſs they had been particular- 
ly and fully expreft by divine Authority ;- then, I grant, 
we ought to believe it, without hearkning to our Senſe or 
Reaſon, as we do other Myſteries. Let the Papiſts ſhew us 
m-Scripture their Tranſubſtantiation, and accidents thus 
remaining, and we will believe 3ll as firmly as they, 1 do 
not require their fige School-word Tranſubſtantiation, but 
to 
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to ſhew any'expreſſion which cleatly imports it, and that 
fall ſuffice. But to believe'contrary to all Senſe, to all 
Reaſon, without divine Affirmation, were ſenſleſs indeed, 
not faithleſs, no Scripture requiring this Faith. And thar 
Scripture 10 St. Fohn, which teems to ſay moſt towards ir, 
the Papiſts themſelves take, as we do, in a ſpiritual ſence, 
not literal. What ſhall we ſay to theſe Will-worſhippers, 
Will-believers ! 'Tis meer Will-godline(s for gain, This 
new-found Sacrifice, with new-tound Purgatory, brings 
ſore of Maſs-griſt to their Mill. This we readily,and with 
cauſe believe, and ſ@ do they. 

The Papiſts then taking that paſſage in St. Jobn,in aſpi- 
ritual ſence, as we do, they have nothing in Scripture for 
their Tranſubſtantiation,but thoſe words, 7 his is my Body , 
which taken barely in themſclves, can ſignifie no more a 
ſubſtantial change, than, 7 am tbe Bread, And if we add 
tathe words the Circumſtances of the Inſtitution, or the 
relation to the former Types, or to our preſent Sacrament 
of Baptiſm ; in none of theſe we find the leaſt Motive to 
2 ſubſtantial change of the Bread, but quite contrary, as I 
have ſhewed you. Yet, pray you, let us ſee what ſtrange 
Ruff, and confuſed kind of buſineſs, the Papiſts make with 
this their Tranſubſtantiation. We will talk a little with 
them intheir own Language. 

Well, my Friends, let us hear how you order this your 
Tranſubſtantiation. Our Saviour takes Bread in his hand, 
and ſays, 7 hi is my Body. I defire you to expound to me; 
ina plain Catechiſtical way, how you. underſtand theſe 
words; and to fave you as much trouble as 1 can, I will 
tell you my weak apprehenſion of them , if right,the Work 
s done, it wrong, I pray you inftru& me better. Ihumbly 
conceive, when a Man takes a thing in his hand, and fays, 
This, if a Staff, he means, 7 bis Stef, if a Stone, he means; 
This Stone,”- -And-ſo, when our Saviour took Bread _ 
| n 


-band, and ſaid, 74js, T conceive, according to the liter 
lence,he-means, 7 his-Bread is my Body , how can I conceive 
otherwiſe ? No, ſay the Papiits, Chriſt cannot mean 
tor this would Logically inter a dire contradiction ; for 
Bread, whilſt Bread,cannot be Fleſh and Bones ; Fleſh ig not 
'Bread. To ſay then, Zhis Bread is Fleſb, is the ſame as to 
ſay, 7his Breads wot Bread ; a flat contradiftion. How, my 
Friends ! do ygu ſtand upon your Logick-Inferences, and 
deny the plain, literal meaning of Chriſt's words, becauſe 
y eur 9p, Be tells you it cannot be ? It ſeenis, you are now 
become the unbelieving Heretzcks. But how then do you 
underſtand, 7 his is ; What is? What doth Chrift here af 
firm is hisBe8y? The Papiſts anſwer, He means no red, 
-determinate thing,but ſomething in imagination only. The 
word, 7h, muſt here be taken as an /ndividuum wvagum, 
that is, an imaginary Species of Bread, in abftratto & com. 
muni, which 1s a meer School-conception, ' that hathino 
other being than in the brain of Man. This /»dividuum ws 
gar (we know not what) is Chriſt's Body. Good Reader, 
0 you underſtand them? I believe, no more than [ do, 
that is, not at all, What ſtrange Whimſies are theſe toen 
ter into the heads of Men, that would pals for learned and 
ſerious, and inamatter of ſo great weight ? Beloved, Be. 
ware leſt «ny man ſpoil you through Philoſophy and vain deceit, 
#fter the tradition of men, after the rud:ments of the marld, 
and not after Chriſt, Col.ii.8. Did Chriſt ever inſtru the 
Apoſtles concerning this your /rdivideum vagum, or ofac 
cidents of Bread,appearing without the ſubſtance of Bread? 
Not atittleof jt: How then ſhould theſe abftruſe School: 
notions come into ſuch men's fltcrate Heads ? ' They then 
muſt needs underſtand our Saviour, according to the mex 
ſure oftheir _ Wherefore when our Saviour took 
Bread in his hand, -ſhewed it them, and faid, 7s « wy bo 
&; they having no notion of. Zvdividewes vagus Def 
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age; of Bread hanging in the Air, without the ſub- 
ce of Bread to ſupport them, (things tobe admired by. 
allMen, underſtood by no Man, nor believed without ex+ 
= plain, and divine revelation, which they had not, ) 
muſt needs.underftand this Bread, real Bread, And 

all Men underftanding, that Bread could not be our.Savi- 
our'sreal, carnal Body, when our Saviour ſaid, Zhi i my: 
Body, they muſt aeeds underſtand, 7 his repreſents my Bo- 
q their Capacity could not underſtand it otherwiſe, nor 
their Faith believe it otherwiſe, unleſs our Saviour had be- 
fore fully inſtructed them ; which he never did, but quite- 
contrary, Joh.vi. told them, 7he words that 7 ſpeak unto. 
ys, they are ſpirit, and they are life; ſurely then to be un- 
derſtood in a ſpiritnal,and not a carnal ſence. Had Chriſt 
ſud, 7 his Bread 7 will change into my Boay, that in a miraculous 
weauner it may entey. in at your mouthes, and paſi down into 
yaor breafts ; I hope, the Apoſtles then would, and we now 
hould, by God's Grace,readily believe ir. I believe Chriſt 
to be God , and can do what-ever, he pleaſes. And 1 
humbly conceive, Chriſt. would have made ſome ſuch 
y Paraphraſle on his words , to make the A- 

. and us underſtand his meaning ; for certain- 
without ſome ſuch divine Declaration ,. no Man 
could ever have conceived, mnch leſs have believed ſuch 
aMyſtery, as the Papiſts make ofit. Lam ſure,  what-ever 
ve find in Scripture, relating to. this Sacrament, makes 
gualt the Papiſts. St. Paw inftrucing the Corinthians : 
@ncerning this. Sacrament,had likewiſe a fair opportunity, 
pony conceive, | may fay a neceffary cbligaticn: 
todeclare unto them this Papal hidden myſtery, bad he be-. 
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beved as they, do, areal change of the Bread into Chriſt's 


body. I fay, a neceffary obligation ; for St. Paw, Hts xx. . 
4. capreſles it be blood: guitrinels. if hadid-not declare. 
\to-them 2alkthe C2 
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neceſſary for the'Salvation of their Souls: ir was nece 
then for St, Pax to declare to the Corinthians this great ang 
hidden myftery, if there were any ; But he declares the 
contrary, telling them it was Bread which they did ear, 
1 Cor. x1; 26. As often as ye eat this bread; and the Bread is 
caten after-the words of Cogſecration.”' It then it be Bread 
when we eat, there is no change at all.-AndI pray you, le 
us obſerve allo St.-Pau!'s manner of Conlecration : Firſt he 
tells tham, that he delivered unto them what he had recived 
of the Lord, toſhew-his fidelity 1n the buſineſs , then pro- 
ceeds to the form of Conſecrating rhe Bread : And when 
he comes to the Cup, he ſaith, 7 his Cup is the' new Teſts. 
ment in my blood. Matk,I pray you, He doth not (ay, This 
Wine, bur, 7his Cup. I hereask the Papiſts, Is this a lite. 
Tal,or a figurative Speech? Ifliteral, then the Cup is chan- 
ged into the Blood, fo ſaith the letter ; Wine is not here 
mentioned. And if you talk of God's Power, God can as 
\ eaſily change the Cup into his Blood, as the Wine. The 
Papiſts then will needs have a figure in this Conlecration, 
ſo we in that of the Bread ; for it were abſurd to take one 
literally, and the other figuratively. And I preſume the 
Papiſts will not dare to ſay that St. Pan here prevaricated 
in delivering what he received from the Lord, yet St. Pauls 
words difter ſomewhat from Chriſt's ; but if we take them 
figuratively, they are in effe& the ſame: which plainly 
ſhews, all here is figurative. The Papiſts then having no 
Scripture expreſſing any ſubſtantial change of the Bread, 
and we having a Scripture clearly expreſſing” rhar itre- 
mains Bread after Conlecration ; Iſuppoſe their igmentof 
Tranſubſtantiation is ſufficiently confuted ; For had we 
ten Scriptures declaring the ſame, they. were of no more 


force than one. In Humane Evidences, many are of more 


weight than one, becauſe Man may erre ; God cannot.” -\ 
Yet there want not other Scriptures ſtrongly implying 
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a denial of Chriſt's Corporal preſence 1a' the Sacrament, 
Firſt, Our Saviour at the Inſtitution. of this bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, commands his Diſciples to celebrate it in Remem- 
brance of him: and it ſeems: very ingruous to delire 
men:to remember that perſon who 1s preſent before them. 
Secondly, + iii.21. St. Petey tells us, 7 hat the Heatens 
moſt reverve Chriſt, until the times of reſtitution of all things. 


'And therefore we ſee, 4#s vii. 56. when he was plated 


toſhew himſelf unto that bleſſed Martyr St. Stephes, he 
did not deſcend from Heaven, but opened the Heavens, 
and ſtrengthened the eyes of 2—_ to behold him at 
that great diſtance. Thirdly, Joh. xvi. Where our bleſſed 
Saviour diſcourſes largely to his Diſciples of going from 
them, and their great Sorrow cauſed thereby, he uſes ſe- 
veral Arguments to allay it ; and in' concluſion, promiles 
to ſend them the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, of whom 
they had. then but a very obſcure notion, and could nor 
receive any preſent comfort by it : But had our Saviour 
promiſed to return again preſently, and be daily in the 
celebration of his laſt Supper, ( which we find was daily 
celebrated by the Apoſtles) this would doubtleſs have 
been the greateſt comfort imaginable to them. Who then 
can doubt but that our Saviour would have given them 
this great comfort by telling them ſo, had he intended 
agy ſuch thing as the Papiſts groundleſly believe : But 
of this we find not one tittle. 'Tis a common ſaying, F- 
lt rredimus quod volumus , We eaſily believe the thing 
we deſire. Wherefore, were there (I donot ſay a clear 
apreſſion, but) any good intimation of that the Papiſts 
would have us believe, what Chriſtian would not moſt 
padly and readily catch at it, and believe it with all his 
t? For fure it would be a great and daily comfort to 
usto'go to. the Altar of our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus that died 
for us, there corporally ym ( as they believe ) and 
there 
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there with Mary legds/en adore: him , Kils thoſe bleſſed 
feet that were pierced for us, waſh them with our tears, 
and receive them and his whole Body into our breaſts, if 
it 'be ſaid, All this may as. well be doge now by Faith; 
bgrant, a lively Faith of this, affords great comfare 
the Soul:; bue-whil'it our Soul is united+to the Body, we 
cannot [o: refine and: ſptritualize the affe&zans of it,. but 


that we ſhall ſtill haoker after ſome bodily comfort. Agd: 


Þverily believe the __ part of the Papiſts Devotions 
to this Sacrament; as alſo to the worſhipptng of Saints. 
with their Shrines, Reliques,. Pictures , and ſuck like, is 
a great meansto | rye to their Religion. To worthip 
God in Spirit and Truth only, though it bethe only true 
Chriſtian Worſhip, yet is is a ſublime and difficult thing, 
and requires the Spiritual ſublimation. of Hearts by Grace, 
And this is the reaſon of the Jews lo often and {o eafily 
falling away-to the grofs Idolatry of-the Heathens : And 
if 2 great meaſure- operates in.like. manner on: the Px 


piſts. And could-we. frad-any. warrant: in» Scripture ty, 


ſave our Souls with ſuch bodily. worthip , I'believe very 
few of us would be found ſo ſpiritual, as not to: encline 


to it, ' Wherefore, Zet himthat ſtandeth,, take heed left: be. 


al, 
1 All this while I have ſaid: nothing of: their Idolatrous 


adoring their conſecrated Water, which they will needs. 


have to be Chriſt's real Bady. Bur if it: be not, rhew. 
they them(elves confeſs (an/ evident\cruth-withour their 
Confeſſion) That they are as great Idolaters/ as any Hear 
thens, adoring a dead Wafer for the ever-living God. Aud 


TI-defire them alſo to remember the Determination of theiy 


Council of Conflence (mentioned before in the Suppleonem) 
That: the inteation of the Prieſt-in-Conſecration of the 
Hoſt, is requiſite toeffet.theit- ſuppoſed Tranſubftantis 
tion: wherein, if he: fajl;_ they grattthat thereis _ 

an 
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fantial change inthe Bread, nor any Conſecration at all: 
Now confidering how many earelets, diffolute , yea and 
villainotB Priefts are amongſt them ; 'tis more than proba- 
ble, that many of them intend not at all this buſineſs, 


; when they are aboutit ; and ſome, asl ſaid before,in therr 


Barts laugh at it as a meer Mock-ſhew to gull the Spe- 
Gators, who notwithſtanding, with all rev&&nce adore 
the unconſecrated Waters of rhoſe villainousPrieſts. Al 
which makes their cafe ſo dangerous, that no man of any 
tolerable Reaſon or Conſcience would venture , withour 
dear Scripture-warrant for it, WhereforeTbelcech them 
to conſider, that we have a plain text of Scripture againft 
Tranſubſtantiation, viz. Thar it is Bread which we eat if 
this Sacrament after the Conſecration of it, beſides many 
other Sbtures intimating the ſame ; we have both Rea- 
{v1 and Sence alſo on our fide , which two htter , we are 
bound to follow, unleſs forbrdden by ſome plain text of 
Scripture 5 which they can never ſhew, bringing only one 
fgurative fpeech, vis. 7his is my body , winch they will 
needs have to be literally ſpoken: whereas thereare many 
more the like, which they themſelves take in a Fgurative 
ſence. And our Saviour's own comment upon this matter, 
Job. vi. declares it ought to be taken ſpiritually and 6 

Ratively. But notwithſtanding all this, put the caſe that 
we were miſtaken, and they wete in the right as to this, yet 
certainly our caſe is far ſafer than theirs; for they cannot 
deny that we have great probability of Scripture for us, 
nothing direaly againſt us ; fothat we have a fair Plea to 
God for our belief, though errotieous : whereas they have 
to plea, no not one tittle of Scripture or Reaſon for their 
erroneous Sacrilegious — Holy Sacriment, 
fetly again sInſtitutionandCommand, reiterated 
Whey 2s Px: Their caſe theti is apparently darhnable, 
| anſwer, They _— Cotninand of their Pope #nd 

2 
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Church: kreply,*That-if their Pope and Church hays 
pou er to reverie any one part of Scripture,the lame power 
may reverle another, and another, and in ſum, AR. Thisi 
ſuch high Phanaticiſm, as it were as great madae(s in ys, 
as in them, todiſcourſe longer with them, 


But I hope they are not all ſo madyand therefore I ſhall 


roceed fggther to gain ſuch, and knowing that they are 
_ at _= of the Doctors and Fathers of the Church 
eſpecially the more ancient (though our Faith is built 
wholly on Scripture without them, and therefare I did not 
intend to make ufe of their Authority at all;) yet I (hull 
here produce enough to give any moderate Papi full fatis- 
faion, That their Tran(ubſtanciation is againſt the belief 

of the Ancient Fathers of the true Catholick Church, 
Firſt then I lay this ground : Their Tran{ubMatiation 
plainly and necefſarily infers Chrilt's Body to be really and 
corporally preſent in many thouſand places at once, inall 
Parts of the World, where they celebrate Maſs. Now if 
Ican bring clear proof from any one eminent Father of the 
true Catholick Church, that Chriſt's Body canot be in ma- 
ny diſtin& places at once, this Father clearly proves Tran- 
ſubſtantiation.cannot be. St. Auſtin, an eminent Biſhop and 
Father, was always held not oaly Orthodox, bur of great 
authority in the Church, cited frequently. in the Papiſts 
Schools to this very day. And his great Piety and Modell 
was a great cauſe of his great Authority, for he bore a 
ſingular Reverence and Submiſſion to Scripture, ſtill capti- 
vating his underſtanding to that ; nor was ever known to 
begin or countenance Novelty, but always reverenced the 
Duarine of the Primitive Church ; and therefore moſt 
worthy to be hearkened to. This famous Biſhop and Door 
of the Church, in his 57 Epiſtle to Derdenw,diſcourſerhat 

large of this point. fn quis #bique Dems fit, hominens q 

Ylum qui-in Deo fit wbique diffu[um dicere poſſumus ? Wh 
or 
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or-ao we may affirm-that Ged being every where;: lo the 
Man Chriſt being in-God, is alſo every where;orconfig'd to 
acertain place? Sothat the Man Chriſt cannot be affirm'd 
tobe both in Heaven and on Earth. at the ſame time. And 
inthediſcufſion of-this matter, he ſexs down this for a rule , 
Cavendum et ne its divinitatens 4aſtr uamme bominis gut veritae 
tem corporis auferamus, We muſt take heed that we do not 
eſtabliſh the Divinity of the Man Chriſt,as to deſtroy the 
truth and reality of his Body, which cannot be in ſeveral 
laces at once,nor ſo much as in two places at once,in Para- 
A and on Earth ; though his Divinity fill all. places at 
once, and is every where, and therefore concludes thus, 
Chriſtum ubique totum praſentem: eſſe non dubites tanquans 
Dew, in loco aliquo cali propter veri corporis modums, Dout s 
not but that Chrilt is wholly preſent every where as God, 
but yet is in ſome certain place in Heaven, by reaſon of 
the reality of his Body. And as Saint Z»findenies that 
the Body of Chriſt, being a real humane Body, can be in: 
ſeveral places at once ; ſo doth he affirm that the Body of 
Chriſt muſt poſſeſs a place ſuitable to the largene(s and 
dimenſions of the Body, with length and breadth in-pro- 
portion to. every limb. Cam corpus fit alique ſabſtantia quan - 
titas ej eſt in magnitudine molis ejus — diſtantibus partibus 
que ſimul eſſe non poſſunt, quoniam ſuum queque ſpatium loco- 
ram tenent, minores minors , & majores majors. A Body 
being a ſubſtance with quantity, this quantity conſiſts 
in the bulk of it ,, with parts diſtant one from-the-other, 
and not confuſedly all together, but each one poſſeſſeth a- 
proper place to it (els, the lefſer parts a leſſer ſpace, the 
__ a greater , becaule «mplior eft quantitus inrampliori- 
bus partibus , brevior in brevioribus , 4 in nulla parte tants 
nts per totwm. Becauſe the quantity of the longer parts 


Slonger, of the ſhorter parts ſhorter ;. ſo that the bignefs 


of the-whole muſt needs;exceed tHE bigneſs of any part, 


and: 


—— 
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. and conſequently the ſpace which the whole Bod ; 
ſeth, els be greater than the ſpace of Low. 
part. -Spatia locorum toke —_— wſquans erwnt, & quy 
. wuſquam erunt, nec erunt. The proportion and bigneis of 
ſpace is ſo -neceſſary to the proportion and bigneſs of x 
Body with -itsperts; that #f you take away this juſt ſpace 
trom Bodies, they cannot be faid to be in any place, and 
to lay a Body isnor in ay ence, is in effe to ſay it is 
:not at all, Now you-muft underſtand that all this dif. 
.courſe of Saint ſti in this place is concerning immor. 
tal Bodies, and even Chriſt's Body now glonous in Hes. 
ven. For the Queſtion which Dardanus made, and to 
which Saint Avfin anſwers, was concerning the bei 
.of Chriſt's Body now immortal , Whether that wor 
be in ſeveral places at once, or 1s confind to one cer. 
tain place? And to ſhew that Saint Lvſtiz thus under. 
ftands this Queſtion, his words declare, ſaying, Ven pg. 
ſum immortale corpus minus eſt in parte quans in toto, &, 
For that immortal Body is leſs in-a part than in the 
whole, &c. and gives his reaſon. Cum corpus fit a/iqua ſubs 
ſtentia, &c. as before, ; 

I ſhall endeavour to make all this a little plainer to lower 
Capacities. The difference between a Body and a Spirit is 
this ; A Body —_ a ſpace according to the quantity 
and bigneſs of the Body, each pare of the Body fillinga 
{pace ſutable to the proportion of it. A Body of five foot 
long and a foot broad, takes up the room of five foot in 
length, anda foot in breadth, and cannot be containdin 
a leſsſpace, each limb of this Body filling irs proper place, 
the Head in one place, the Arm in another, the Leg in ano- 
ther, and fo the reſt , ſothat twoBodies can't be in the 
ſame place, nor two parts of the ſame Body in one place, 
But a Body having many hollow parts in it, as the Belly 
andthe Head, and in the moſt fleſhy patrs,es inthe THR 
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ere is ſome hollownels, and porous parts in the fleſh ; fo 
theſe parts may. be cruſht into ſome-what a leſſer. 
ace; andthus the Thigh of eighteen inches about, may 
be (queez'd into a compals of fourteen or fifteen ;. and (0 
thelengrth of a Body may be.cruſht ſome-what ſhorter. . Bur. 
when a Body is ſo cruſht together, as all the hollow and: 
porous parts are quite filled, touch and. prels one upon ano- 
ther hen you cannot poſſibly contract it into a lefler ſpace; : 
can't contra a Man's Body of five foot, into the ſpace 
ofan yearling-Child, . without deſtroying. the form of the 
Body ; or ſhould you chop a Mag's Budy all io pieces, and. 
ut them all confuſedly into a. Sack, 'tis no more a Man's . 
body, but:only the ſubſtance and parts which did make a. 
Man's Body, whilſt the parts were diſtin, andeach part 
eſt .its proper place. Now a Spirit 1s quite other ite, 
Angel hath no limited quantity or bignels, is not five 
gr one foot long, hath neither length nor breadth, is. 
gzither round nor {quare, can'r bemealur'd any way, hath 
gp diſtinct parts of Head, Arms, Feet, and thus-having na 
diftiat parts nor dimenGon, doth-not poſlels any place ; 
ane Angel, or a Hundred Angels, may be contain'd in the 
arcleof.an inch;aswell as an hundred foot, all alike. If you | 
dfire me naw. poſitively to tell you, what kindof ſubſtance - 
ls are, and what kind of Being they have, when they 
from Heaven to us, when: I. know, I. will. tell. you. . 
We that have no knowledge of things but by our Senſes, 
aggive no diſtinction of Spirits, whick.are notat all dil- 
cernable. by our ſenſes, we know what Bodies are, we lee - 
and feel that they are bigger and leſſer, have diſtin& parts, . 
poſſeſſing places accordingly. And lo for diſtinftion-ſake - 
of Bodies from Spirits,, we call that a Body, which hath - 
this- bigneſs and parts,. and call thata Spirit, whichhath no 
lgnels nor parts, nor. poſleſſeth amy place ; ſo we know 
Yuits-only aegatively; that they are agt boaich garts | 
| : ut : 
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114. z 
but whar'they ate poſitively, or tow they are,we know tg 
at all. This being premis'd in general, we come now, 
Chriſt's Body in particular. There have been Hereticks 
that affirmi'd, Chriſt had not ſuch a Body as other Men, but 
a kind of aerial, celeſtial, ſpiritual BooY's fuch as no man can 
well underſtand, but all rrue Chriſtians did and dobe- 
lieve, that Chriſt, as the Scripture ſaith, became feſb of aw 
fleſh, bone of owr bone, and had, in all reſpe&s, a pcerte& hu. 
mane Body of the Virgin Mary, died and roſe again with 
the ſame humane Body, with fleſh and bones, as he himſelf 
told 7homas, the uaubelieving Apoſtle, and made-him feel 
and confeſs it was ſo: Andas he was perfe&t Man, fo was he 
perfe&t God. Now St. feftin gives us this Caution, We 
muſt not ſo eſtabliſh the God-head of Chriſt, as to deſtroy 
His Man-hood, but acknowledge both till to continue the 
ſame, as Chriſt was born of the Virgin Mery. When he lay 
in the Manger as a humane Child, his God head filted both 
Heavenand Earth, his Body was in one certain place, his 
God-head ih all places, and the parts of his Bdy were in 
diſtin places, the Head in one, the Foot in another ; hadit 
not been thus, he had not been Man; had his Body been in 
ſeveral places,or the ſeveral parts of his Body in one and the 
ſame place, his Body had not been of the nature of our Bo- 
dies,which cannot be in ſeveral places at once,nor the ſeve- 
Tal parts of our Body in the ſame place.. So that if we affirm, 
That Chrift being God, his Body can be in ſeveral places at 
once, and all the parts of his Body in one and the ſame 
place,by the power of his God-head,we magnifie indeed his 
God-head ; bur, as St. "= ſaith, we totally deſtroy his 
Manhood, we make his to be no more a Humane my 
of ſpace —_ 3 but a kind of Spiritual Body, as t 
Hereticks affirm'd. Wherefore if we will be of the Catho- 
lick Faith, we muſt acknowledge Chriſt to be perfe Man, 
to have fuch a Humane Body as we have, which cannot be 
| in 
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int oplacts at .once, in Heaven.and- on Earth,nor the head 
ame place where the foot. . This was Saint fuftze's 
ith,'and doubtleſs the Catholick'/Baith in his m_ he 
baing acknowledged by all. of his days, ' and ever lince, a 
prane Ductor of the Catholick Faith, 
Notwithſtanding all that hath been ſaid, I grant, and 
{ure Saint Auſtin would have granted, That as Chriſt by the 
miraculous power of his God- head, fed five thouſand men 
with five loaves and two fiſhes, either extending the parts 
of thoſe loaves into five thouſand parcels, or multiplying 
the loaves, ſo God can take any humane Body-and extend 
gut the parts of that Body as wide-as all. the whole Earth, 
or contract all the parts of that Body into the ſpace of « 
pin's head or point,or can multiply that Body into a million 
of Bodies ; but then that fo enlarged or contracted, becomes 
zgreat or little Monſter, isno more a Humane Body ; mul- 
tiplied, becomes many Bodies, is no more one Body. And (6 
God cando with Chriſt's Body : butthen-multiplied in ſe- 
yeral places, there are many Chriſt's, lo, here Chriſt, and 
there Chriſt ; if ſo enlarged or contracted, then a Monſter- 
Chriſt, no Man-Chrift ; which were horrid toaffirm. We 
ja nothing to God's Power,that is not a Sin or a Contra- 
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ition,which are the effects of weakneſs not of Power;but 
poling Chriſt to be as the Catholick'-Church believes, 
but one Chriſt, and him a perfe&t Man, with a perfe& Hu- 
wane Body, tis a contradiction toſay there is but one Chriſt, 
and there are many Chriſt's, here Chriſt, and there Chriſt; 
to lay he hath a perfe&t Humane Body, poſſeſſing the pro- 
portionable -place of a Humane Body, ang that he hath a 
Body, not pofeſfing the ———c—_——_— place of a Humane 
Body, but'is extended in proportion as big as the whole 
Earth, . or contracted into the proportion of a pin's head ; 
theſe are. contradiRions and weakneſſes, and/therefore we 


imy theay$9 God as.Saint Luſin did.: 
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'., Let any one gow confider how it 1s poſſible for Saig 
Auftim to be of the Papiſt-Faith concerning the corporal 

ſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, believing Chriſt tobe 
in fo many thouſand places at once bodily preſent, as they 
have conſecrated Wafers all their Church over, or that 
Chriſt's Body ſhould be wholly contain'd within the com. 
Pals of a little Water, and in every parcel of ſuch a Wafer, 
divided into an hundred parts/ Whereas Saint Luſtin be. 
lieved, that Chriſt's Body continuing a real Humane Body 
(as all knowing Chriſtians profeſs) could not be in two plz- 
ces at once, in Heaven, and on Earth ; and that a real Body 
cannot be in a le(s place than the quantity and magaitude 
of that Body requires, allotting a. diſtia& ſeveral ipace to 
each part and limb whatſoever. - Wherefore I cannot but 
conclude, that Saint Luſtin was of the ſame Faith with the 
Catholick Church of his time, and that the Papiſts are of 
a very different Faith from him and them, 

I know full well that the Papilts do alledge another place 
of Saint Auſtin's, where he ſeems to ſpeak ſomewhat in 
conformity to their Faith, as in his Explication or Pars 
phraſe on the Thirty third _ Where diſcourſing of 
thoſe words, Ferebatar manibue ſuis, He was carried*in his 
own hands: He applies thoſe words unto Chriſt, ſayi 
That they could not be literally meant of any body elle, 
becauſe Chriſt only bare himſelf in his own hands,whea he 
deliver'd with his own hands his Body in the Sacrament to 
. his Diſciples. To this I could anſwer, That if St. Aſtin 
doth here ſeem to contradict what he had proved before, it 
follows from hence, that we cannot take'the authority of 
2ny Father for our Faith ; becauſe this tearned and eminent 
Father, as well as many others, ſeems tocontradi himſelf, 
But I will not make ſo injurious an anſwer to ſo worthy a 
Father of the Church, for in truth he doth not here contre 
dic in the leaſt what he ſaid before, as I ſhall now make 
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. Saiot-uftis in his Epiſtle to Derdazns, doth pro- 

Ih diſcourle the point m a Do&rinsl way, anddoth 
not only give his Opintoh, but rhe reaſons that ſo eaforce 
itasthat ir can't beotherwile ; But it is quite anotherching 
to diſcourſe by way of Paraphraſe, as Saint Luſtix doth on 
that Plalm, we may well affirm that he uled the common 
hraftical liberty, which is very frequent among the 
Fathers, eſpecially the more ancient, and chiefly in Origen, 
whom I may well call the or:gi# of ſuch Libertin diſcourſe; 
that great luxuriant Wit, making flouriſhes upon every 
xrad often uſed Exprefhons too too light for the weighty 

. ſence of Holy Scripture ; but his great Wit and Learning 
having obtain 'd great reverence,the(e things paſſed pardon- 
able in him, and became too much imitated by ſucceeding 
DoRors : And therefore *tis no wonder that Saint Luftiw, 
not much unlike him in luxuriancy of Wit, was ſomewhat 
like him in the way of Allegories and Paraphrafes ; where- 

| in men donot ſo much intend the clear pofitive Doarine, as 
| flouriſhing circumlocutions and variety of Phanſies. But we 
may the better excuſe Saint Auſtin in this, if wetake in 
Saint Luftin's rule ; That it is no ſtrange thing or falſe 
thing to affirm that of the ſigns which belong to rhe thing 
fenified, .as he exemplifies in our Saviour himſelf. Nos 
dubitavit dicere, hoc eft corpus meum, cum fignum daret corports 
ſs. Our Saviour doubted not to affirm to his Diſciples, 
and (ay, 7 his is my Body, when he gave unto them the ſign 
of his Body,which was the Bread he bleſſed, brake, and gave 
untothem : And ſo St. Yuftin doubted not to affirm and 
fay, That Chriſt bare his Body in his own hands, when he 
bare Bread which was the {1gn of his Body. And fo thoſe 
words, He was carnied in his ownhaads, may be (aid to be 
literally verified of our Saviour, ſzisadum Jvendam wodems, 
after a certain manner (the Phrale St. Afiw wicth upoathis 
' very. ſubject ia anocher PROPER lncrally 18 the' Gat 
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fence. Andthe meaning is only this, Theſe words, He ws 
eerried in his own hands, cannot be ſo properly,or lo literally 
underſtood of David, or any other man, as of Chriſt; fx 
David in no ſence can be faid to carry himſelt in his own 
hands, our Saviour may, becaule he carried Bread,the ſign 
of his Body,in his own hands. And now for the clear con. 
vition of the Papiſts, and for the full fatisfaQion of ever 
impartial man ; It is evident Saint «tix. himſelf doth in 
this very place plainly declare, He meant.no otherwiſe than 
I have expreſt him : For after he had diſcourſed much of 
this buſineſs, he concludes thus, /pſe ſe portabat quodammods, 
ewm aiceret, Hoc eft corpus meum. He bare himlelt in his own 
hands,afcer a certain manner,when he ſaid, 7 his is my Boch: 
whichzas I ſaid, plainly ſhews he meant not, our Saviour did 
really carry himſelf in his hands, bur, . as he ſaith; Quodow- 
wodo, after a certain manner ; which Quzodammodo had been 
very improper, had our Saviour really carried himlelfia 
his own hands. Burt put the caſe Saint Auſtin had not here 
added this word Quodammoao, after a certain manner, yet 
any man that 1s the leaſt verſt in matters of Learning, will 
certainly be far more moved in his Opinion. by what Saint 
Auſtin DoQrinally and Demonſtratively affirms, than by 
what he Paraphraſtically diſcourſes, whictris.the lighteſt 
way of diſcourſing in the world.I will not here urge againſt 
the Papiſts-that place of St. Lu/tin I mentioned but now, 
That Chriſt doubted not to ſay to his Diſciples, 7hi « m 
Body, when he gave them the ſign of his Body ; becauſe he 
doth not there purpoſely diſpute this buſine(s, but bringsin 
that occaſionally, to prove ſomewhat elfe : Yet from hence 
it is apparent enough that Saint Fuſtiz underſtood the Bread 
in'the Lords Supper to be only a ſign of Chriſt s Body, and 
not his reall Body, as the Papiſts believe. Burl returato 
the buſineſs in hand. | 


There is a paſſage in Scripture, uſually objeRed oguint 
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this Argument of St. Luſtin's, That our Saviour came into 
the Room where his Diſciples were, the doors being ſhut ;. 
r Which ſeems to imply, That a glorified Body doth not re- 
n quire (uch ſpaces and dimenlions of place as mortal Bodies ; 
becauſe our Saviour's Body centred the Room , paſling 


hl 

, through the material Body of Stone, Wood, or the like, as 
y they would have it. This Objections cafily anſwered, That 
n no Man is able to affirm, How our Saviour's Body entred the 
0 Room, it being not expreſſed in Scripture : but this isclear, 
f That our Saviour might divide the Walls, orDoors,or Roof, 


or Floor, and {0 make way for his Body to enter,and yet his - 
Diſciples not perceive it, As our Saviour paſſed through 
the midſt of the Jews, and they perceived it not, when they 
carried him to the brow of the Hill,to caſt him down head- 
long ; no Man ſuppoſes from hence, That our Saviour pal- 
{kd through the Bodies of the Fews, but by them . unſeen. 
.Wherefore i not being declared in Scripture, how he en- 
tred, how can any Argument be drawn trom hence, of our 
Saviour's Body paſling through other Bodies? and conle- 
quently, how doth this confute or weaken St, Luſtin's Ar- 
gument ? Certainly not at all.. 

I will ſet down one paſſage more of another memorable 
Father and Biſhop, 7 heodoret, who diſputing with an Here- 
tick named Z#raniſtes,that denied our Saviour to have a real, . 
humane, ſubſtantial Body,after his ReſurreRion,and affirm- 
ed,That his Humanity was wholly ſwallowed up in the Di- 
vinity. 7 heodoret.arguing againſt him,Dial.z.Ch.24.affirm- 
.eth, That as the Bread, after the conſecration in the Lord's 
Supper, is not changed in form and ſubſtance, but remains 
'the very ſame which it was before Conſecration ; ſo our 
: Saviour's Body, after the Reſurre&ion, remains the very 
ſame both in form and ſubſtance as it was before. Which 
words are as plain in themſelves, and as flatly contrary 


wthe preſent Kowiſy belicf,as any Man can expreſs. W _ | 
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1 have here produced out of theſe two Fathers, is found in 
thoſe Books of theirs, which the Papiſts themſelves allow 
to be their ow n authentick Writings , not our of any con- 
troverted Books, as the Papilts otten do cite many thingy 
.out of ſpurious Books, which bear only the Name of Fa- 
thers, but are not their own genuine Writings, and ac 
knowledged by Bclarmine, and other learned Papiſts, to be 
{uppolicitious, 

And now, I deſire the Papiſts, firſt, to produce any one 
-cotemporary or later Father or DoQtor of the Church, that 
condemns St. Luſtin's or 7 heodoret's Opinion or Arguments 

in this Matter; and what they wrote, was publiſhed to all 
the Church, Certainly then,it they had publiſhed this flatly 
contrary to the received Opinion of the Church, ſome, or 
rather many, would have reproved them, but none ever 
did, ancient or later. Afſuredly then the Church did not 
believe Tranſubſtantiation ; for that expreſly declares the 
ſubſtance of Bread to be changed, and alſo neceſſarily in- 
fers, That Chriſt's Body is in many places at once, and that 
his whole Body is contained within-the compals of a little 
W afer , all which St. «tin flatly denies. It is moſt evident, 
that St. Luſtin and the Church then believed direQtly con- 
trary to what the Papiſt-Church now believes. And I far- 
ther deſire the Papiſts to conſider, That what I have ſet 
down out of St. Zuſtin, is not a Sentence fallen from him,as 
it were by chance, but a ſerious Afﬀirmation,in Anſwer to a 
Queſtion concerning this very Matter ; and the thing not 
only barely affirmed, but proved by many convincing Ar- 
guments. 

Secondly, I defire the Papifts to produce any one Father 
or Doctor of the Catholick Church, within four (I may lay 
five, or ſix, or more,) hundred years after Chriſt, that by 
way of Doctrine, and in a continued Diſcourſe, plainly af- 
firms, That the ſubſtance of Bread is changed 4nro coy 
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a9 gocidents of Bread hanging ia the Air,withour 
Teal Bread to fuppart them, as their Tu til, fanciful School- 
men now talk ; or that Chrilt's real Body can be in many 
diſtin places at once, or that his whole Body can be con- 
tained within the compaſs of an inch, as it is now believed 
by the Papiſts. And had the ancient Church believed ſuch. 
ſirange, myſtical things of this blefſed Sacrament,asihs &o- 
pariffs now do, who can doubt, but ſome one or other of 
the many famous Writers in thoſe days, would have ſome- 
where explicated and declared the ſame. But I muſt deſire 
the Papiſts not to obtrude unto us Cyril's Catecheſes Myſta- 
ice, NOT any other ſuſpeed book, but ſuch ancient Fa- 
thers as are approved of both ſides , there are enough of 
them to decide this matter. 

I know full well, that ſome of the ancient Fathers, have, 
in their Rhetorical Diſcourſes, expreſſions, rhat carry ſome 
colour for them, and as many for us ; which truly I value 
got much on either ſide, for'a very good Reaſon which 
lextis the Jeſuit gives, (being urged with ſome Arguments 
out of the Fathers againſt himſelfconcerning Tranſubſtan- 
tiation;) Thar before this Queſtion of the Sacrament was 

tated, 'tis no wonder, it ſome of the Fathers, winys conſt: 
Fn & reitt hac de re ſexſerint & ſcripſerint, did not ſo con- 
ſiderately think and write of this Matter, but took great 
liberty of ſpeech, not fore-ſceing the 11] uſe would be made 
of it. And therefore to ſtir up the People's Devotion to the 
$icrament,which was fallen much from the primitive zeal, 
togreat coltnels, they uſed high, Rhetorical expreffions,. 

as the Papiſts themſelves will not allow of, in a literal 
lence : As when Chry/oftome telleth the People, That their 
Teeth are fixed in the Fleſh of Chriſt, their Tongues blou- 
died with his Bloud, and that the Aſſembly of the People 
was made red by the ſame: which ſiragge expreſſions, ia 
the Pepiſts behalf, and fome other as much againſt them, 
| Bellarmine 
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Bellarmine is forced to excule by a Rhetorical Hyperbole;bue 
are really inexcuſable. And if the Papifts will not go homs 
with us, to the uttermoſt of theirexprefſions, w hy ſhould 
we be bound to fcor it juſt acccrding to their mealures 
here to move, there to'ftop. juſt as they pleale to lead the 
Dance. And I ſhall make this further Ute of Z/alentias and 
Bellarmine s Sayings, That if the ancient Fathers did write 
{o inconſiderately of our Matters 1n Controverlie; how js it 


poſſible for any Man to ſettle his Conſcience, and build his: 


Faith upon the Writings of the Fathers, the having fo 
many Sayings ſocontrary ore tothe other ? And ſtill I pra 

you remember, That not one of them writes direGtly of this 
Subjet. All which will force us to adhere cloſe to that 
only true and lafe Foundation of our Faith, the Word of 
God, who is one and the ſame to day and for ever, I have 
written all this, to give ſome fatisfaQion:to thole Papiſts, 
who are lo inclined to hearken to rhe Fathers, whom by 
St. Auſtin's Rule, we are to believe no farther, than they 

can prove what they aitirm from Scripture. | 
Hiving,as I humbly conceive,fully anſwered the Papiſt's 
Preience trom Scripture, for their Tranſubſtantiation; 1 
ſhall now very briefly an[wer two or three Scriprures more, 
which they likewiſe pretend, for ſome other Errours. For 
Purgatory, that of 1'Cor. iti. where there is mention oftry- 
ing Men's Works by fire, and laving by fire,&r. whichre- 
latesno more to their Purgatory- fire, than to a fire (willing 
a Hog, asappears moſt evidently by the ſubje&, Matter in 
hand. Saint Paw! diſcourſes there of his own and polo 
Preaching the Goſpel, and building up the Corinthians in 
the Faith, whereof Chriſt is the only Foundation. You 
muſt remember, that 4pollo was a Jew, mighty in the Scri- 
pare, as tis (aid, fs 18. but conyerted to the Chriſtian 
Faith, wightily convinced the Jews ,' proving that Jeſus ns 
Chriſt, yet, it ſeems, did ſomewhat adhere to the Jeni 
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Ceremonies, and, as I humbly conceive, didthereby cauſe 
ſome Diviſions among the Corimebians , which St. Panl doth 
there geatly hint, not willing-to diſguſt a new Beginner, 
agreat Labourer in the Goſpel. For there Saint Paw/ 
accuſes the Corinthians of Diviſions, ſome crying, / am of 
Pasl; others, / am of Apollo: That is, I am with Pas/Igainſt 
Jewiſh, ſuperſtitious Ceremonies ; I am wath polio, for 
them. Now Saint Pas!, deſirous to unite all in Chriſt, tells 
them,that neither Pa»/nor Fpollo was any thing,but Chriſt 
muſt be all in all ; for he is the only Foundation ; and all 
Poctrines to be preached, muſt be built on him,and all read 
toEdification in the Spirit , as Chriſt told the Samaritax 
Woman, that we are no more to worſhip God, either at 
Samaria, or at Jeruſalem, that is,we are not to worſhip God, 
ether after the Samariten, or after the Fewiſb Cuſtoms and 
Ceremonies, (which St. Pa#l herecalls /#c04,HJay,Stubble,) 
but only in Spirit, and in 77ath,which he callsGo/d, Sitver, 
precions Stones: All thole external; carnal Ceremonies were 
to be quite aboliſhed, not to be re-built again on Chriſt, (as 
the Rowaniſts do, yea, and re-build on Chriſt ſome ofthe 
old Romer Heathen Superſtitions allo, as 1 formerly ſhewed 
z) for inthe fiery Trial at the Judgment-day, the Fire 
bouts try every Man's work ; that 1s,every Man ſhould give 
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aſevere account of what he had built, what;Poarine he 
had preached ; if pure, ſpiritual Do&rine, that like Gold, 
Silver, precious Stones, would endure the fiery-Trial of 
that day, remain and be rewarded , But if Superſtitious ce» 
remonial Doctrine, that like Wood , Hay, Stubble, would 
not endure the fiery-Trial, but. would be burnt, and the 
Builder thereef would loſe his labour and reward; but be- 
cauſe he kept the Foundation, Chriſt, and was ſound in the 
principal parts of the Faith, he ſhould be ſaved, yer fo 4 by 
Fire « he ſhould paſs a ſevere examination' and check- for 


| atbng luch groſs, m— upon ſapure and ſpiritual a 
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foundation : Which little particle, 4s, like a fmall ſpark; 
ſets on fire and burns down to the ground all that ſtubble. 
building of Papal Purgatory : for ao man is fo \gnorant,but 

knows that this Particle Fs, always denotes a {1militude, a 

likeneſs to the thing named ; and how abſurd were irto 
fay, Fife is like Fire ? St. Petey in his firſt Epiſt.'Cb.4. v.12, 

writes, Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery-trial, 

which is to try yon, as though ſome firange thing happened units 
you: Had they token this, as the Papifts do, for real Fire, 

they would have thought it ftrange indeed. This Phraſeof 
Fiery-T rial, is ſo familiar in Scripture, that no man can 

without wilfulneſs miſtake it ; eſpecially here, where the 

whole diſcourſe all along is figurative. Is not Foundation, 

Building,Gold, Silver,precious Stones, Wood, Hay,Stubble, 
all figurative, not one of them literally ſpoken ? Yet for- 

ſooth, this one word Fire alone muſt be taken literally. 1 

pray you then take Wood, Hay, Stubble allo literally along 

with you into your Purgatory-Fire, it will make ſuch a 

blaze about your ears, as that the Pope with all bis Holy 

Water and Fenms Der's will not be able to quench ir. Really 

theſe are ſtrange Men, that will thus abufe Scriprure to de- 

lude poor ſilly people , unleſs they repent,they will doubt- 
leſs meet with a far worſe Fire, chan that their invented 

Purgatory-Fire, not Fs Fire, but a real and eternal Fire; 
from which, Good Lord deliver them. 

In like manner they abuſe another Textin St. Fames, Ch.s, 
v.14. where he ſpeaks of one of the miraculous gifts given 
to the Elders of the Church and Preachers of the Golp in 
thoſe days, to anoint the Sick with oyl, and focure them. 
- This the Papifts obtrude to poor ignorant Souls for their 
extream UnRion, which they adminiſter to Sick pe 
not for their Recovery, but when they are paſt all ho 
Recovery, as a Sacrament, to confer the grace of Faith,and | 
to ſtrengthen them then for their departure out of _ 
world; 
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world ;. as different fromthe Scripture meaning, as the 
Sun riling from $un-ſerting, Life from Death. And juſt ſo 
they abuſe 2.16, Confeſs your faults one to another ; for their 
Auricular Confeſſion to their Priefts : which is a meer Ex- 
oration ta mutual. and charitable Reconciliation of all 
Chriſtians one to another, by the Offenders confefhng and 
acknowledging the wrong they have doneto their Neigh- 
| bour, and ”_ both Parties praying tor one another, as 
|| good Chriſtians ought to do-- for doubtleſs all men are 
bound in Conſcience as well to acknowledge and confeſs 
their faults to the party injured, as to'pray for him: And 
this St.- James exharts all Chriftians to do... 
"You ſeenow what ſtrange deltuding Perfons thefe Popiſh 
Prieſts are, who, if they find but one word in Scripture 
| that agrees with one word of their ſuperſtitious practice, 
y pop this into the ears of ſilly people, and drive it in 
ith a Mallet, yet quite contrary to the meaning of. that 
Text from whence they took. it , which they cannot be (0 
ignorant bnt to fee. To-whom, therefore, I cannot but ſay 
the Angel did to Satan, The Lord rebuke them. Yer I 
ball not ceaſe to pray to the Lard allo for their Converſion; 
far which, while there is life, there is hope. I conclude 
then as bleſſed St. Stephen did for his Perſecutors, Zord lay 
wt this Sin to their charge. 


Glory be to God on high, and on Earth Peace, Good 
Will towards Men. Amen. 
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